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PREFACE. 


71  /TY  author  has  in  fo  many  places  hu~ 
*■*’  mouroufly  fpoken  of  himfelf  and  the 
nature  of  his  work,  that  little  remains  to 
be  faid  of  fuch  a  various  entertainment, 
by  way  of  preface.  I  Jhall  therefore  con¬ 
tent  myfelf  with  informing  the  world  how 
it  came  into  my  poffffon ,  and  the  motives 
that  led  to  its  publication. 

Being  employed  in  looking  over  and  af- 
forting  the  tiumerous  manufcripts  of  a  noble¬ 
man,  fo  me  time  fnce  deceafed,  who  was  as 
remarkable  for  his  wit  as  his  learning  and 
humanity, amongfl  others  /^Adventures 
of  David  Ranger,  which,  by  a  me¬ 
morandum  annexed,  was  declared  to  be 
written  at  his  lordfhip's  defire ,  came  to 
hand,  and  finding  they  had  been  intended 
for  the  prefs,  I  was  curious  enough  to  pe- 
rufe  them ,  and  was  fo  pleafed  and  delighted 
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with  the  wit ,  the  good  humour ,  and  the 
moral  defign  of  the  writer,  that  Iperfuadcd 
the  pojfeffors  to  give  them  to  the  world,  to 
which  they  very  readily  confented .  They 
required  no  manner  of  alteration,  and  if 
they  gain  the  favour  of  the  public,  it  will 
abundantly  anfwer  the  expectations  of 

A  A  .  *■•*.'  •'  .•  *  '  \ 

The  Editor. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Invocation ,  by  way  of  exordium. — A  word  or 
two  from  the  author  to  his  brethren  of  the 
quill*  h  way  of  fupplication. — The  birth 
and  parentage  of  Davy. — Prosperous  figns 
and  tokens  at  his  entrance  into  the  world 
A  notable  goffiping  fcene . 

OH!  comic  genius,  oh!  infpirer  of  the 
inimitable  Cervantes  of  the  facetious 
Scarron ,  of  the  thrice  renowned 
Sage,  deign  to  fhed  thy  influence  on  thy 
humble  votary,  now  fetting  forth,  now  juft 
on  the  point  oi  brandishing  his  goofe  quill, 
for  the  recapitulation  of  things  yet  tinat - 
Vql#  I,  B  tempted , 
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tempted ,  or  in  profe  or  rhime.  Give  a  pleafing 
turn  to  his  conceptions,  deverfify  his  ex- 
prdlion,  and  lend  to  his  narrative  jfuch  a  va¬ 
rious  hue,  that  the  grave,  the  wife  may  ad¬ 
mire  and  approve,  the  joyous,  and  die  gay 
be  excited  to  repeated  peals  of  mirth  *,  and, 
in  fhort,  that  every  clafs  of  readers  may  rife 
from  the  feaft  fpread  before  them,  thorough¬ 
ly  delighted  and  improved!  And  oh!  thou 
muddy,  unamiable,  thou  unfociable  demon, 
thou  demon  of  dullnefs-,  thou  whom  the 
unparalleled  Butler  once  invok’d. — Thou, 

s 

Who  with  ale ,  or  viler  liquors , 

Infp  iredfi  Withers,  Prynn  and  Vicars ! 

thou,  who  haft  fo  remarkably  prefided  in 
tnefe  our  days  over  the  regions  of  romance, 
— Avaunt — begone, — Nor  dare  to  hag-ride 
my  underftanding,  with  thy  baleful  depref- 
ftve  fway! 

J 

But ,  come  thou  goddefs ,  fair  and  free , 

In  heaven  y  clep'd  Euphrofyne, 

And  by  men ,  heart  eafing  mirth. 

Whom  lovely  Venus,  at  a  birth , 

With  two  fifter  graces  more , 

To  ivy  crowned  Bacchus  bore! 

Come,  with  all  thy 

Quips  and  cranks ,  and  wanton  wiles, 

JSojds  and  becks ,  and  wreathed  ftniles  *  ( 

x  Such 
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Such  as  hang  on  Hebe’j  cheek , 

And  love  to  live  in  dimple  Jleek ; 

and  pour  all  thy  foft,  thy  bewitchingly  a- 
greeable  jollity  and  complacency,  over  my 
foul!  And  oh  !  ye  fcriblers  poor  that  write 
to  eat ,  ye  cloifter’d  garretteers,  who  im¬ 
mure  yourfelves  five  flories  high  under  the 
multangular  roofing,  next  the  azure  fky  ! 
Ye  who  take  your  ideas  of  battles,  from 
the  nodturnal  fkirmifhes  of  the  feline  prow¬ 
lers,  your  torrents  and  inundations,  from 
the  rain  and  hail  that  patters  over  your 
heads,  and  your  purling  rills,  and  guggling 
ftreams,  from  the  harmonious  cadence  of 
the  circumjacent  gutters  and  lpouts*,  your 
thunder,  from  the  ftentorian  voices  of  your 
incens’d  impatient  landladies,  and  your 
lightnings  from  the  glimmering  flafhes  of 
your  expiring  farthing  tapers!  —  Wreck  not 
your  fpite  on  me!— Oh!  ///?,  lift— lift — I 
could  a  tale  unfold \ — but  companion  ftifles 
in  me  the  knowledge  of  your  machinati¬ 
ons  ;  companion  of  your  wants,  your  dire 
necefiities  under  the  oppreflive  gripes  of 
poverty  and  bookfellers,  who, 

Force  you ,  as  it  were ,  in  fpight , 

Of  nature  and  your  ftars  to  write 
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wiiip  and  ipur  ye  on,  to  be  poets,  fans 
genius;  critics,  fans  judgment;  hiftorians, 
Jans  moderation;  novellifts,  fans  invention  ; 
and  politicians,  without  either  brains,  am¬ 
bition,  intereft  or  any  thing  e] fe ! — I  fay, 
rny  dear  brethren  of  the  quill,  whether  your 
P arnajfus  be  fituated,  in  Grub-flreet ,  erft 
’fam’d  feat  of  the  mufes,  in  Broad  St.  Giles's, 
or  Hockley  in  the  Hole ,  ipare  this  rny  fir  ft 
attempt!— Nor  nibble,  with  your  criti- 
cifms,  or  conftrudtions,  to  the  depreffion 
of  my  riling  renown:  And,  whether  ye 
look  on  me  as  an  impartial  hiftorian  and 
biographer  or  a  libeller;  let  not  my  fuccefs 
draw  on  me  the  loads  of  fcandal,  or  the 
flings  of  envy,  witli  which  I  know  ye  are 
fraught !  So  fhall  ye,  in  filence,  for  me, 
write  memoirs  of  your  own  lives,  of  ladies 
of  plealure,  of  parifh  girls,  and  fortunate 
foundlings;  to  the  great  profit  and  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  publick  in  general;  the  im¬ 
provement  of  chambermaids,  footmen,  mil¬ 
liners  and  mantua-makers,  and  to  the  vaft 
emolument  of  yourfelves,  and  your  very 
merciful  employers. 

And  thus  having,  I  hope,  lecured  infpi- 
ration ,  and  the  friend fhip  of  my  brother  au¬ 
thors,  1  may  in  fafety  begin  as  rare  a  feries 
of  adventures  as  ever  interefted  the  publick, 
who  having  approv’d  and  patroniz’d  my 

hero 
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hero,  will  no  doubt  take  his  memoirs 
under  the  wings  of  their  protedfion  :  And 
to  them,  therefore,  that  impartial  public!?, 
whole  voice  makes  the  ftouteft  author 
tremble,  1  dedicate  them  ;  at  the  feet  df 

'  •  4 

that  awful  tribunal,  the  Town,  I  lay  the 
enfuing  fheets,  and  expeft  at  leaft  to  be 
treated  with  the  fame  favour  with  which 
they  have  fmiled  on  my  cotemporaries, 

the  univerfal  Dr. - ,  the  multiloquacious 

Henry  F - ,or  that  poetical,  critical,  phy- 

fical,  political  novellifl  Dr. - . 

Not  at  Dublin  itfelf ;  but  at  that  hofpi- 
table  city,  from  whence,  ftrength  difpen- 
fing  beef,  and  falutiferous  pork  is  feat  to 
all  parts  of  the  world,  fupportive  of  the 
ftrength  and  courage  of  our  brave  and  in¬ 
trepid  feamen,  and  of  the  fpirits  of  our  re- 
moteft  garrifons,  namely,  in  the  hofpi- 
table  and  antient  city  of  Cork ,  dwelt  one 
Mr.  Richard.  Ranger ,  a  gentleman  not  only 
diftinguilhed  by  his  extenfive  dealings  in  the 
mercantile  way  ;  but  by  his  honefty,  probity 
and  humanity,  nay  and  by  his  honour  too,  ft 
my  noble  readers  will  permit  me  to  fay  fool 
one  concerned  in  traffick.  To  no  mean  educa- 
■  tion  he  had  joined  a  great  knowledge  of 
mankind,  and  a  fund  of  obiervaticns  ga¬ 
thered  from  the  beft  authors,  with  whom 
he  had  been  very  converfant.  He  may  be 
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luppofed  at  the  time  my  memoirs  com¬ 
mence  to  be  turned  of  thirty -fix  years  of 
age,  to  which  period  he  had  met  with  un¬ 
interrupted  fuccefs,  and  to  have  laudably 
-raifed  no  inconsiderable  fortune  ;  fo  that  he 
not  only  held  the  chief  rank,  in  Playhoufe- 
ftreet ,  the  place  of  his  refidence,  but  was 
reckoned  amongft  the  principal  men  of  the 
whole  city. 

,  His  lady,  Mrs.  Penelope  Ranger ,  was  as 
good  and  as  notable  a  matron  as  moft  are, 
fincere  in  her  attachment  to  her  hufband, 
prudent  in  the  management  of  family  con¬ 
cerns,  tender  of  her  children,  of  whom  fhe 
had  numbered  five,  one  of  which  only  was 
living,  and  charitable  even  to  an  excefs  to 
the  poor.  She  was  a  native  of  the  county 
of  Limerick ,  as  was  alfo  her  fpoufe,  and 
the  daughter  of  an  old  knight  who,  in  her 
teens,  had  immured  her  in  his  antique  moat¬ 
ed  houfe,  and  confined  her  to  plays  and  ro¬ 
mances  for  her  entertainment,  till  Mr. 
Ranger  captivated  her  heart  and  fairly  fcal- 
ed  the  walls  to  releafe  her,  and  to  confine 
her  in  the  fofter  bonds  of  matrimony  •,  for 
which  exploit  he  was,  even  after  fifteen 
years  enjoyment,  ftill  under  the  difpleafure 
of  his  father-in-law.  But  his  good  fenfe 
fuffered  him  not  to  repine  at  this,  as  he 
had  tried  every  rcafonable  way  to  make  up 

the 
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the  breach.  In  fhort,  he  had  only  two  things 
that  made  him  at  all  uneafy,  the  one  was 
'  a  certain  romantic  turn  of  brain  that  his 
lady  had  acquired,  which  made  her  fome- 
times  ftrut  and  fpeak  the  tragic  queen,  and 
give  orders  in  heroics  to  her  iervarus ;  and 
the  want  of  a  fon,  his  omy  furviving  child 
being  of  the  other  gender,  ano  nameu  Ly¬ 
dia  hen  about  four  years  old,  and  her 
mamma  was  near  eight  and  twenty.  Fh.s 
we’ll  fuppofe  to  be  the  ftate  of  the  family 
in  the  year  17  and  a  year  aftei  wards 
providence  blefled  them  by  the  gift  of  a  maie 
child,  which  was  ufhered  into  the  world 
with  the  utmoft  rejoicing.  Mrs.  IS  ee  dm  am, 
an  experienced  midwife  and  Mrs.  Ruth 
O'Carrol)  the  nurfe,  a  woman  of  deep  fkill 
in  marks,  moles,  and  every  diftindion  up¬ 
on  the  human  body,  exclaimed,  the  minute 
he  came  to  town,  that  he’d  be  rich  and 
happy,  as  he  kept  his  fift  dole  clenched, 
and  they  warranted  he’d  hold  fall,  and  the 
former  added — fee  what  a  back  my  dear 
honey  has — well- — well — he  11  be  after  be¬ 
ing  a  brave  fellow  for  the  gills  “I  11  war¬ 
rant  him!  Arra!  returns  Ruth ,  and  1  11 
never  (fir  from  the  room  for  fear  the  fairies 
fhould  change  him — fee  what  an  eye  he  has 
-—well  my  matter  never  drew  fuch  a  pitture 
of  himfelf  before. - No,  no,  the  fairies 
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ihalJ  never  have  him  I  vow,  and  put  one 

?  1  ieir  ^ai‘  ,onri  d  idiots  in  his  room. — - 
Ine  caudle  went  merrily  round  after  their 
tehation  of  fatigue,  in  getting  the  good 
woman  to  bed,  and  to  compofe  her  to  reft 
a  Babylonian  confufion  of  founds  was  heard 
on  all  fides.  Mrs.  Merrywa proteffed— 

•  '  i  *  i_  "  fiad  had  fo  good  a 

time  which  was  owing  to  her  not  doing  as 

Madam  Ranger  had  done,  who,  laft  facrament 
cay.  Hipped  a  bit  of  the  lacramental  bread 
into  her  pocket-people  might  laugh  at 
uch  things;  but  fhe  knew  nothing  was 
better  than  mouldy  crofs-bun  to  cure  chil¬ 
dren  oi  the  chin-cough  ;  and  as  to  her  part 
Ae  was  no  more  fuperftitious  than  her 
neighbours;  but  what  nurfe  faid  was  very 
right,  for  Ihe  was  once  at  a  labour,  and 
after  the  delivery,  they  faw  the  child  lifted 
out  of  bed  by  invifible  hands,  and  not- 
withftanding  all  their  fcreaming,  it  was 
carried  quite  away,  and  another  child  was 
found  in  the  bed,  by  the  mother,  but  far 
different  fiom  her  own,  who  was  beautiful, 
rat,  and  well  favoured,  whereas  the  change- 
ling  was  a  poor,  lean,  withered  creature, 
quite  naked,  and  the  cloaths  of  the  baby  it 
was  exchanged  for,  lay  wrapped  up  with  it 
in  the  bed.-  And  I  do  allure  you  this 
changeling  lived  with  them  eleven  years, 

in 
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in  all  which  time  it  would  never  eat  any  thing 
except  a  few  herbs,  and  never  went  to  ftoo 
cr  voided  any  thing  but  water.  It  coma 
neither,  ftand,  go,  or  fpeakj  was  never  feen 
to  fmile,  and  when  he  was  calieu  a  l  any 
E/fj  he  would  frown  and  look  one  througn 
almofl:  *,  whenever  he  was  left  alone  in  the 
room,  he  was  found  laughing  at  our  re¬ 
turn,  and  if  he  was  left  dirty  he  was  al¬ 
ways  clean,  and  his  head  nicely  combed,  lo 

that  to  be  fure  he  had  better  company  came 
to  him  than  that  oi  mortals  thus  the  goi- 
fip  run  on  with  exhaufted  lungs,  when 
Mrs.  Ranger-,  tired  with  the  inceffant  gab¬ 
ble  called  the  good  Ruth  with  an  uneafy 
tone  of  voice — -upon  which  the  whole  com¬ 
pany  darted  up  full  or  their  wnimficol 
ideas,  crying  out  one  and  all  "O  Lord  bleus 
us!  The  Fairies— the  fairies— fnatch  away 
the  child — Oh  1  the  fairies  have  necn  at  him 
—to  be  fure — and  10  forceaoly  took  the 
poor  infant  to  the  fire  fide,  to  dole  it  plen¬ 
tifully  with  pap,  and  fuch  flops  as  were 
enough  to  fend  it  into  tire  kind  nand  of  its 
Creator  •,  and  mother  Needham ,  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  good  Ruth ,  tyed  about  its 
arm  a  piece  of  crofs-bun,  made  fourteen 
years,  which  was  a  fine  protection  not  only 
for  the  chin-cough,  but  againft:  the  fames 

or  any  other  baleful  influence  01  malicious 
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incantation.  In  fhort,  had  the  poor  infant 
been  confcious  of  what  paffed,  and  whence  his 
pains  aroie  every  day,  he  would  have  rejoiced 
at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  his  mother’s 
upri  mg,  which  difperfed  the  goffipping 
tram,  wo  had  been  playing  pranks  with 
him  hitherto,  and  by  their  folicitudes  lead 
any  thing  fbould  offend  him,  had  dreffed 
and  undreffed,  bound  and  unbound  him, 
and  gave  him  many  a  fore  prick  with  pins 
in  order  to  preferve  him  from  the  hands  of 
the  wicked  and  the  diabolical. 

However,  Davy  throve  amain  under 
their  hands  and  received  his  name  from  Par  [on 
Fitzgerald ,  the  incumbent  of  the  Parifh, 
without  whimpering,  which  was  reckoned 
a  very  good  omen,  and  the  doefor  faid  he 
was  born  with  a  natural  reverence  for  the 
church,  which  was  plain  from  his  having 
undergone  the  facred  ceremony  without 
chftui  bing  its  peace.  So  ready  are  a  certain 
oi  Jei  of  people  to  find  the  fupernatural  in 
what  flows  from  mere  accident,  of  time  or 
other  circumftance. 

The  Father  received  this  blefling  with 
thanks  and  praifes  to  heaven  ;  the  mother 
was  in  raptures  when  ever  fhe  looked  into 
’its  dear  little  face—;  nay,  the  old  Knight- 
ly  grandfather,  when  he  heard  there  was  a 
male  child  born  to  them,  declared,  that  if 
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he  became  a  careful,  thrifty  man  he  flrould 
be  heir  to  all  his  poffeffions,  and  have  ad 
he  had,  when-he  was  called  ence  an 
could  ufe  them  no  more— fo  exce.nve 
generous  he  was! 


CHAP-  H. 

Davy  prows  up. —  Is  put  to  fchool His 
forward  genius ,  and  early  pr ogre f  f  ' 

Mr.  Birch’ J  prophetic  Jpeech  o] 

him.—  Falls  in  love  with  Mifs  Sopma 
Birch.—  Event  of  his  paffion.—  mums 
home  —  Hakes  a  comical  revenge. 

HE  infancy  of  our  hero  paffed  with- 
-  out  any  thing  very  remarkaole  oc¬ 
curring  to  him,  or  his  parents,  who  too*  a- 
moft  tender  and  laudable  care,  to  form  las 
mind,  to  fentiments  of  virtue  and  good 
fenfe,  and,  as  few  bad  examples  came  witn- 
in  his  view,  which  it  Ihould  ever  be  the 
ftudy  of  parents  to  avoid,  he  fhowed  a  very 
toward  ly  and  hopeful  difpoiition,  and  it 
was  remarked  of  him  that  he  was  extreme- 
'  ly  quick  of  apprehenfion,  and  moft  a?-  at 
imitation,  the  Hrft  paffion,  if  i  may  lo  call 
it,  of  a  child.  Mr.  Ranger ,  wifely  aware 
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of  that,  fuffered  him  to  be  very  little  a- 

u  0UF*  dr  l°Wer  lbrc  of  his  family,  and 
is  itfer  Lydia  became  his  chief  compa¬ 
nion  ;  for  many  a  noble  and  genteel  houfe, 
has  been  debafed,  by  the  ill  effe&s  of  fuf- 
eimg  their  children  or  heirs  to  be conver- 

Wlth  ^ie  domefticks,  whofe  manners, 
behaviour,  and  language  are  generally  low 
and  vu  gar,  and  wno  have  their  reafons  for 
pampering  up,  flattering  and  making 
friends  of  thele  little  folks,  thereby  dif- 
guiflng,  to  the  heedlefs  of  eyes  their  fupe- 

T'°7lS'™ny  an  mdifcretion  and  many  a  theft : 
VVhilft  the  young  lord  or  lady,  mailer  or 
mils,  being  uled  to  indulgence  in  all  their 
wayward  humours  Ihun  the  more  rimd 
company  of  fuperiors,  and  equals,  who 
nave  been  more  fortunately  educated,  and 
contract  a  meannefs  of  behaviour,  and  con¬ 
ceptions  of  a  plebeian  call ;  and  hence 
we  behold  Joidiy  footmen,  fenatorial 
jockeys,  genteel  fharpers,  and  women  of 
quality  under  the  dilguife  of  mantua- 
rnakers,  chambermaids  and  women  of  the 
town.  And  Jjence  it  refults,  that  in  this 
city,  fo  odd  is  the  jumble  of  appearances, 
few  perfons  are  really  what  they  feem  to 
be  ;  accoft  a  nobleman  and  you  fhall  en¬ 
counter  the  language  and  fcurriliity  of  a  por¬ 
ter,  whilll  from  the  haberdalher  or  taylor 

you 
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vou  meet  with  the  affected  airs  of  the  lord. 
Madam,  in  her  pet  en  Fair  will  be.ch  baw¬ 
dry  in  your  face,  whilft  the  home  fpun 
ioan,  fimpers  and  dimples,  and  is  as  deli- 
late  as  if  the  air  never  before  blew  in  her 
face.  And  thus  the  valet,  being  a  molt 
polite  and  pretty  gentleman,  runs  away 
with  the  young  lady  •,  whilft  bn  John, 
pleafed  with  the  facility  of -his  conqueft, 
drives  out  of  town  and  couples  with  his 
mamma’s  chambermaid.  And  the  confe- 
quence  is  generally  fighting,  Scratching, 
and  brawling  for  life. — A  moft  delight  u 
cataftrophe,  and  well  defcnb’d,  fome  years 
fince,  by  a  truly  poetical  friend  of  mine. 

Sir  John,  to  large  ejlate  the  only  heir , 

His  mamma  s  hope ,  her  darling ,  and  her  care: 
Not  fuffer'd  from  his  mamma's  fight  to  roam. 

But  kept  to  novels,  and  to  plays  at  home. 

Fir'd  with  romantic  love,  began  to  figh. 
Thought  he  mujl  love-,  but  knew  not  what 

nor  why.  _  _ 

What  fhould  he  do,  alone,  without  a  fair .  1 

Juft  at  that  nick  of  lime,  with  wond  rous  air, I 
Sufan,  with  broom ,  was  /weeping  down  berk 

jiair. 

Sir  lohn  was  fmitten,  with  a  pleas'd  furpnze, 
Jnd  faw  imaginary  charms  arife-.  New 
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New  beauties,  at  each  look,  themfelves  difdcfe 
Here  the  white  Ully-there  the  blufhing  rof 
lnjhort  to  Sufan  he  reveal'd  his  love,  ' 
^‘cb  the  coy,  cunning  gipfy  did  improve, 

_  ill,  by  degrees,  he  ft  ole  the  fatal  curfe, 
o  ukey  ty  d,  for  better  and  for  worfe 
boon  marry' d,  the  Succeeding  honey-moon, 
yts  it  is  often  wont ,  was  over  fo on : 

<rlTrwd  hiswJfe'  not  as  he  Hew' d  his  maid, 
■the  Itllies  vamfto,  and  the  rofes  fade-. 

Diford ,  as  difcord  will  in  marriage  rife 

mor”  t0  perplex  the  boufe  with  noife ; 
Her  ladyfhtp ,  to  hinder  wars  to  come , 

Renews  the  operation  of  the  broom ; 

V?e  knight,  too  late  convinc'd,  by  aching  fide, 
hhe  who  could  brujh  his  ft  airs— can  brufh  his 
/side. 


But  to  return  from  this  Jong,  tho’  not 
unneceflary  digreffion  ;  Davy  thus,  with  in¬ 
nocence  and  happinefs,  reach’d  his  twelfth 
year,  and  by  that  time  could  read  tolerably 
well,  from  the  inftruiflion  of  his  mother 
who  had  alfo  Jearn’d  him  to  fcribble  ;  and* 
his  dancing  master,  of  whom  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  rudiments  of  genteel  deport¬ 
ment,  pronounced  him  a  miracle  of  fine  ad- 
drds.  And  indeed,  tho’  his  ftature  was 
not  of  the  moft  elevated,  yet  the  fymmetry 
and  proportion  of  his  limbs  and  features, 

and 
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and  the  eafy  je  ne  J 'fay  quoy  politenefs  of  his 
behaviour,  buffer’d  that  difadvantage  to 
flip  the  obfervation  of  all  thofe  who  faw 

One  effect  of  his  mamma’s  bent  of  mind, 
it  was  not  poflible  to  guard. him  againft, 
flie  had  not  only  read  plays  before  him, 
but  had  initiated  her  fon  into  the  tragiclc 
{file  and  manner.  Already  he  pronounced 
the  word  farewell- in  the  accent  and  witi 
the  emphafis  of  the  ftage,  could  foliloquy 
with  Hamlet ,  and  ftab  himfelf  with  Cato, 
and  what  the  good  gentlewoman  feem  d 
only  to  fuffer  him  to  be  diverted  with,  loon 
became  the  pafnon  of  his  foul.  In  dying 
agonies  he  had  already  meafured  every  car¬ 
pet  in  the  houfe,  and,  young  as  he  was, 
was  become  a  fini fil’d  lover,  which  his  in¬ 
nocent  filter  had  often  experienced  in  a  ten¬ 
der  embrace,  and  every  giais  had  witnefs  d 
attitudes  that  were  furprizingly  perfed  tor 
his  years*,  if  he  call  d  tor  a  iervant,  it  was, 
who  waits  without  there  l  dr  his  father  or 
mother  requefted  his  attendance,  it  was,  I 
wait  your  commands ,  Madam  \  I  attend  your 
call ,  Sir,  and,  I  fly  to  obey  you.  When  his 
filler  accofted  him,  he  cry  a  out,  my  lovely 
Lydia,  what  are  thy  deflres.—My  charming 
fair  I  burn  to  greet  thy  wifhes.  Mr.  Kangcr 
imagin’d  that  thefe  forms  of  fpeech  would 

loon 
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fchoolbrfY*'lrfh,t1,  W.hen  he  came  llnder 
school  di/cipJme,  and  mingled  with  boys 

oMns  own  age  in  their  learning,  and  in 

fu|r  .fp°rts»  and  therefore  only  fmil’d  at 
thefe  little  theatric  Tallies;  whilft  his  lady 

ugg  d  herfelfin  the  thought  of  his  early 

proficiency  in  a  language,  which  lire  verily 

ook  d  upon  as  the  mod  polite  and  finilh’d 

in  the  world.  Often  had  he  woed  his  lifter. 

Mamma,  with  all  the  melting  fofmefs  of 

Lajtatio,  as  often  transform’d  himfelf  into 

tne  enamour’d  Juba,  and  had  out  axalla’d 

Axalla  himleJf;  when  his  father  agreed  to 

lend  him  to  grammatical  exercifes,  under 

the  infpedtion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Birch  a 

gentleman,  then  the  chief  pedagogue’  in 

the  city,  and  head  mafter  of  the  free 

fchool,  and  lo  prevailed  upon  Mrs.  Ranger 

as  to  let  him  board  with  his  inftrudor,  that 

his  proficiency  might  meet  with  no  impe- 
diment.  .  r 

Mr.  Bitch  was  a  widower,  and  was  pof- 
fcfted  of  one  only  daughter,  much  about 
Davy's  age,  nam’d  Sophia,  as  fair  as  Hebe, 
and  as  Toft  as  Venus ;  who  with  one  maid’ 
fervant  was  the  whole  of  his  family.  He 
was  not  only  learned,  but  a  humane  man, 
and  a  moft  excellent  tutor, “highly  refpeifted 
by  every  one ;  and,  as  well  from  friendfhip 
to  the  father,  as  fiom  duty  and  tendernefs  to 

the 
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the  fon,  exerted  himfeif  in  improving 
his  young  plant,  who  yielded  him  molt 

agreLble  fruits  for  his  labour,  and  in  kf 

than  a  year  made  a  proficiency  that  was 
even  aftonilhing.  The  good  man  quite 
ftruck  with  the  daily  proofs  of  the  abdi- 
ty,  and  orderly  difpofmon  of  his  charDe, 
ole  dav,  clapping  him  upon  the  head, 
broke  out  into  the  following  ejaculation. 
Gracious  Heaven!  is  it  poffible!  that  m 
one  fo  young,  fo -many  good  qualities 

fhould  be  refident !  My  dear  child,  w  - 
ever  lives  to  fee  it,  thou  wilt  one  day  mine 
in  a  fphere,  that  thy  genius,  knowledge, 
merit  and  appearance  fo  remarkably  fit  thee 
for-,  yes,  I  prophecy  thou’lt  be  a  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  ornament  to  thy  country  and 
family.  Mifs  Sophia ,  who  flood  by,  feem  d 
crreatly  touch’d  with  this  extempore  ejacu¬ 
lation  of  her  father,  and  her  eyes  g liflened 
with  pleafure;  for  already  the  perteftions 
of  young  David  had  made  an  impreffion  in 
her  inexperienced  heart;  nor  w  Davy  in- 
fenfible  to  the  blooming  graces  of  the  ami¬ 
able  Sophia.  They  were  turn  d  of  fourteen 
years  of  age,  a  period  of  life  when  the  foft 
paflions  begin  to  play  about  the  human 
heart  with  confiderable  force;  they  had 
been  play-mates  together  now,  lor  lome- 

•  time,  and,  agreeable  to  both  their  tem- 

-  pers. 
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Pens,  had  iiudy'd  to  oblige  each  other  in 

!tt:  c  concern  that  came  before  them  ; 
ihejiad  been  tenderly  received  in  Mr.  Ran- 

,?<r  s  family,  where  Are  often  vifited  with 

,as  weIi  ‘rom  a  regard  to  the  worth 

°  ,ner,  ,.,er»  as  to  her  own  good  qualities, 
and  the  liking  they  perceived  the  young 

gentleman  had  taken  for  her;  and  whene¬ 
ver  Z.Wn- diverted  his  mamma,  withthe  foft- 
r.r;s  or  Romeo ,  Sophia  was  now  the  Juliet  to 
whom  he  addrefs’d  his  amorous  tale ;  fhe 
was  h is  Monimia ,  his  Marcia ,  his  Califta, 
and  had  fo  profited  by  the  inftru&ions  of 
Mrs.  Ranger-,-  that  fhe  even  top’d  her  parts 
in  all  tliofe  characters.  However,  little 
imagining,  how  foon  natural  defires  are 
created  by  the  converfe  of  two  young  per- 
fons  of  different  fexes,  the  parents  fufpedt- 
ed  nothing  w’ould  arile  between  them,  but 
childifh  gratifications,  and  therefore  fmil’d 
upon  thele  little  effedts  of  their  familiarity, 
with  abundance  of  complacency;  notwith- 
ffanding  they  diverted  themfelves  with 
fummer  walks,  in  the  garden  Mr  .Birch 
had  behind  his  houfe,  which  was  a  very 
beautiful  and  fhady  one,  and  w'ere  fome- 
times  abfent  from  him  a  whole  evenin°*, 
and  were  obferv’d  frequently  to  return 
hand  in  hand,  into  the  houle.  In  thefe 
fweet  moments,  they  had  encreas’d  their 

mutual 
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mutual  affeftion,  and  opportunity  had  al¬ 
ready  afforded,  melting k.ffes,  wanton  to>- 
inss,  and  burning  proteftations  of  co 
ftancy  and  truth.  But  the  time  was  arrived, 
when  Davy  was  to  enaure  the  hrft  difp 
fare  that  perhaps  he  had  ever  fenfib  y  ^ 
Margaret ,  Mr.  Birch's  fervant  maid  was 
one  of  thofe  antiquated  virgins  who  had 
furviv’d  even  the  hope  of  altering  hem hn- 
L|c  flaw,  to  which  foe  had  unluckily  been 
doom’d,  by  one  of  the  moft  forbidding 
faces  that  ever  peep’d  from  the  fhoulder 
a  female  form,  and  as  curs  d  a  d.fpofmon 
as  ever  made  family  perpetually  uneafy. 
Never  rejoic'd,  never  having  communicat¬ 
ed  joy  •,  ihe  was  now,  at  forty-fix,  become 
theJ  moft  unamiable,  unfociable,  fufpicious, 
envious  creature,  that  perhaps  ever  exi  e  • 
Her  prying  eye  had  already  pervaded  th 
retreats  of  love,  and  her  gloomy  heart  had 
taken  the  alarm,  left  any  body  Ihould  be 
happier  than  herfelf  had  been :  Already, 
Are  faw  fornication  under  every  look  and 
eefture  of  the  young  folks,  and  took  upon 
her  to  lecture  Mil's  Sophy ,  on  the  many 
curfes  attending  the  forfeiture  of  chaltity  ; 
a  jewel,  fays  fiie,  that  now,  I  blefs  my  God, 
for  fix  and  forty  years,  that  I  have  never 
blemilh’d:  No,  I  never  gave  mylelt  any 
uneafinefs  about  thofe  filthy  creatures  men^ 


i,Je  JUVenile  Adventures 

n  /I  r  'i 


S.  ' ■"■*>• «■  nm,  pef- 

"p'y’a . hT&Sr/  nr;  rJ-<- 

}'our  conitrudions  of  my‘i  VT7 

b^t^nghrtv?^  ,01  U?0n°  th"  ^ 

£e. fo;  izgfsr? 

prejudice  the  purity  offetpeft  ^ 

and  /.  muft  plainly  teii  t^f  ^nt  ? 
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Mifs,  return’d  the  oJd  hai-om  ,  UPOn- 
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help  my  poor  mafter  he’ll  God 
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■hong  c  deferv’d  blame,  tho^'a  litde 

neulul,  fanl  no  more ;  bur  tile  drib  opnor 
tiiincy  Joe  had,  told  Dao,  „f  lhc  ,  ■ 

tion. 
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tion,  at  which  they  both  fmil’d,  but  de¬ 
termin’d  to  be  upon  their  guard,  fo  cun¬ 
ning  love  had  already  made  them.  Untor- 
innately,  tho’,  one  evening,  Davy  fitting 
with  his  miftrefs  in  the  fummer  houfe,  at 
the  bottom  of  the  garden,  which  was  fiiad- 
ed  by  a  kind  of  grove  from  the  obfervation 
of  the  houfe;  old  Medufa  fkulk’d  down  a 
back  alley  to  eaves-dop  the  two  lovers, 
which  had  been  her  practice  feveral  times 
before,  and  (landing  perdue,  under  a  fyea- 
more  tree  of  the  age  of  herfelf,  heard  the 
following  dialogue: 

DAVY.  My  dear  Sophia ,  my  ideas  are 
fo  full  of  your  excellencies,  that  every  thing 
elfe  is  infipid — books  no  more  yield  me  any 
delight — 1  dwell  on  the  thoughts  of  your 
perfections  with  inexpreffible  rapture,  and 
am  never  myfelf  when  abfent  from  you; 
but  ah!  whither  will  this  tend?  I  am  not 
fo  blind  to  my  paffion,  but  I  can  perceive 
my  danger — and  yours — yet  am  determin’d 
to  love  on,  tho’  all  the  world  fhould  op* 
pofe  our  future  union.  Ah!  my  Sophy  (and 
here  he  caught  her  in  his  arms)  were  I  lord 
of  the  univerfe,  no  other  fair  fhould  fhare 
this  embrace. 

SOPH  I  A.  My  much  lov’d  Davy ,  my  af¬ 
fection  for  you  begins  fo  to  over-power  my 
reafon,  that  I  fear  to  fee  you,  and  yet  die 

when 
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when  you  are  away  and  yet,  with  you,  I 
perceive  all  the  abfurdities  we  commit, 
lour  parents  are  rich,  mine  has  nothing 
but  his  knowledge  and  integrity  to  boaft 
of;  nor  would  I  difturb  the  ferenity  of  his 
days  for  the  empire  of  the  world.  Let  us 
therefore  contrive  to  conquer  a  paffion,  that 
realon  and  our  years  contradi&s,  and  that 
prudence  will  never  approve.  For  me  are 
hoarued  up  defpair  and  eternal  anguifh— 
nor  fhall  any  other  youth  ever  move  this 
heart,,  (and  here  the  lovely  maid  wept)  and 
rechn  d  her  head  upon  his  bofom.  A  fi- 
Jence  of  home  minutes  lucceeded,  which 
afforded  the  envious  Peg, ,  an  opportunity  to 
iorm  luch  conje&ures  as  were  very  much  to 
their  prejudice.  She  faucy'd  lire  heard 
ihoit  breathings,  fighings,  and  would  have 
taken  her  bible-oath  that  fire  faw  them 
clafp’d  in  each  others  arms,  and  ading  all 
the  rites  of  Jove.  She  growl’d  to  herielf, 
like  an  angry  cur  who  fees  a  bone  in  the 
poffdTion  of  another,  and  in  a  fury  turn’d 
towards  the  houfe,  with  this  foliloquy.  Rat 
your  wickednefs,  you  young  devils — here’s 
your  high-go -lively' %  truly— out  upon  it!—' 
how  fond  they  are  ! — then  fire  ttood  ftill  a 
moment,  and  pictured  the  anrourous  cou¬ 
ple  in  all  thofe  tender  attitudes,  which  fire 
had  fo  many  years  wiih’d  in  vain  to  expe¬ 
rience: 
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rience: — Again  fhe  mov’d  onwards-  're¬ 
peating — hugging! — killing !  heav  ing !  - 

panting! — Oh  lord!  oh  lord!  I’m  out  of 
breath  I  vow,  with  the  thoughts  of  iuch 
vile  lewdnefs — oh!  God,  what  devils  the 
men  are — well  I  thank  my  God — I  was 
never  treated  fo — no — never  never!  At 
this  word,  and  the  refiedtion  it  meiancho- 
lily  occafioned,  poor  MaYgavet  wept,  then 
her  fury  kindling  a-fiefh,  fhe  began  to 
gallop  onwards*,  but  unfortunately^  her 
gown  tail  caught  one  of  the  goolebei- 
ry  bufhes,  upon  which,  Peg?  who  was 
abundantly  fuperftitious  and  tearful,  with¬ 
out  looking  back,  feream  d  out  and  fell 
down,  imagining  at  firft  that  feme  {pi¬ 
nt  or  apparition  had  fallen  d  upon  her,  or, 
again,  that  JDtivy  was  behind  her  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  knock  out  her  brains*,  but  he  and 
bis  lafs  had  heard  her  ruftling  before,  and 
had,  conceiving  her  errand,  fairly  decamp’d 
and  got  into  the  houle,'  by  the  direct  a- 
venue  to  it.  Peg ,  continued  bellowing 
however,  nor  dared  to  look  about  her, 
crying,  Oh!  Lord  Jefus  have  mercy  on  me! 
Chrift  fave  me!  why  ye  young  toads  would 
you  murder  me?  Devils  begone,  our  Father 
which  art  in  heaven,  hal — al — al — ow  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghoft 
— what  art — whence  came  you  ?  Oh  for- 
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give  me  my  fins!— oh!  I’ve  been  a  wicked 
wretch  indeed!-  By  this  time  her  reverend 
mafter,  who  had  heard  her  fcreams  in  his 
ltudy,  was  come  to  the  fpot  attended  with 
Davy  and  Sophy,  nor  could  either  of  them 
forbear  hearty  laughing,  to  behold  the  dif- 
may’d  proftration  of  the  terrified  Margery. 
Vv'hat,  what,  are  you  mad,  woman?  fays 

r*.i.  Larch ,  here  s  nothing  offends  you _ 

fure  you  are  bewitch’d  ?  What’s  the  mean- 
f'  a  fins  tumble  outcry?  If  you  are 
fj  igi iL^necj  at  your  own  fhadow,  why  do 
'c.  *  mto  me  garden  of  an  evening? 
C.om> ,  coiii,.,  get  up  and  compofe  your- 
iiitj  l.eit  s  no  body  but  me,  your  young 
mi  ft  refs  and.  mafter  Ranger! — And  now 
pciceiving  her  gown  entangled  he  could 
not  refrain  from  redoubling  his  mirth,  in 
which  he  was  join’d  by  Davy  and  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  the  former  of  whom  whifpered  to  the 
latter, — this  verifies  the  old  proverb,  Mifs, 
ha)  m  watch,  hat m  catch.  At  length,  how¬ 
ever,  madam  had  courage  enough  to  look 
with  a  mortify’d  and  difmay’d  counte¬ 
nance,  and  follow’d  them  forely  chagrin’d, 
into  the  houfe,  where  fire  was  brought  to 
account,  about  her  adventure;  but  lhame 
and  rage  fo  overpowered  her,  that  fhe  could 
not  utter  a  word.  Upon  which  Mr.  Birch 
faid  to  Davy ,  my  dear  do  you  know  for 

what 
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what  purpofe  Margaret  was  fo  late  in  the 
garden?  The  arch  Davy,  was  refolv’d, 
upon  fo  fair  an  opening,  to  revenge  hitn- 
felf  of  the  duenna  and  anfwered,  to  the 
furprize  of  mifs,  why,  Sir,  you  mufl  know 
that  Margaret  pradifes,  frequently,  certain 
nodurnal  incantations,  in  order  to  bring 
her  maidenhead  to  a  fair  market.  We 
have  often  caught  her  at  them,  and  this 
night  followed  her  down  the  garden,  out 
of  curiofity  to  difcover  her  myfteries ;  but 
returned  before  that  demon  that  inhabits 
the  goofberry  bulh  had  laid  hold  of  her. 
There  was  Margaret ,  upon  the  lower  prafs 
plot,  whipping  her  bare  breech  with  ofier 
twigs,  and  jumping  over  crofs  flicks,  and  re¬ 
peating  for  fome  moments. 

^Tho  you  make  me  twinge  like  fire , 

Tet  my  true  love  comes  ftill  nigher ; 
Madoc,  Manoc,  fairy  elves , 

As  you've  got  good  wives  yourf elves, 
i  itup,  Andra,  Lyfandrana, 

Tbo'  I  now  am  in  fuch  pain ,  ab  / 

Tou  Jhall  fo  on ,  to  eafe  my  fmart , 

Send  a  man  to  fhare  my  heart ! 


Then  fhe  laid  ,  on  again,  thick  and 
tnreefold,  with  fuch  force,  that,  faying 
your  prefence.  Sir,  if  fhe  would  but  turn 
up,  I  m  fure  Ike’s  in  a  gore  blood.  In 
ftort  we  could  bear  the  fight  of  the  poor 

^  whim- 
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whimfical  creature  no  longer,  and  fo  came 
in  doors.  This  whole  account  was  given 
with  fuch  ftrokes  of  humour,  that  the  par- 
Ion  was  near  falling  from  his  chair  with 
laughing,  and  mifs  could  hardly  fupport  her- 
ieif  from  the  abundant  exercife  of  rifibili- 
ry  it  occafioned  *,  but  with  poor  Peg ,  the 
cafe  was  very  different,  her  hideous  features 
were  quite  diftorted  with  fury,  fhe  flew  up¬ 
on  Davy\  roaring  out — Now  all  the  devils 
of  hell  reward  thee  for  a  damn’d  liar—  I’ll 
tear  out  your  heart’s  blood — I  will — I  will 
■ — oh  !  Sir — fo  abufed — fo  wronged— by 
that  imp  of  hell — oh!  oh!  oh!— fhe  could 
go  no  farther— the  tears  that  fucceeded  arrd 
the  rifing  choler  flopped  her  breath.  Her 
attack  upon  Davy ,  tho’  furious  was  impo¬ 
tent,  and  only  ferved  to  encreafe  their 
mirth.  Mr.  Birch  ^  who  was  a  facetious 
man,  was  willing  to  keep  up  the  matter, 
though  he  perceived  Davy  had  exaggerated 
things,  and  laid,  but  pray,  Margaret ,  why 
cfier  twigs  above  any  other  upon  this  oc¬ 
ean  on  ?  before  fhe  could  reply,  Davy  again 
anfwered — why  that,  Sir,  lhe  imparted  to 
me,  long  ago ;  you  rnufl  know  that  oilers 
make  bafkets-and,  child-getting  is  called 
balket — making — ergo,  the  heft  rods  upon 
this  occalion  are  ofier  twigs.  A  very  good 
conclufion  indeed,  returned  Mr.  Birch ; 

i  but, 
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but,  more  ferioufly,  I  thought  Margery 
you  had  lived  long  enough  to  have  fhed  all 
your  colt’s  teeth,  and  that  you  had  too 
firm  a  trull  in  providence  to  practice  fuch 
ridiculous  whimfies.  In  lhort,  Ihe  was  fo 
roalled  on  all  hands,  that  at  length  Ihe  run 
up,  crying,  into  her  chamber,  leaving  the 
young  couple  mailers  of  the  field  of  battle, 
and  Mr.  Birch  full  of  wonder  at  the  fim- 
plicity  of  his  houfe-keeper ;  for  as  to  the 
main  matter  he  believed  Davy's  llory, 
tho’  he  thought  he  had  drefled  it  up  with 
a  few  of  his  own  ornaments. 

But,  next  morning  the  fcene  was  fome- 
what  changed  ;  for  Margery  took  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  accoil  her  mailer,  alone,  when! 
ne  was  in  his  clolet,  and,  falling  upon  her 
knees,  vowed  and  protefted  that  what  maf- 
ter  Davy  had  told  him,  of  her  difciplining 
herfelf,  was  all  falfe  from  beginning  to 
!«nd  i  that  Ihe  had  not  been  in  the  garden 
so  late,  but  to  Ihew  her  affedlion  to  fo 
worthy  and  kind  a  mailer ;  but  fince  her 
2eal  was  fo  millaken,  and  had  produced 
luch  confequences,  Ihe  would  bury  all  fine 
knew  in  her  own  bofom,  and  would  ne¬ 
ver  reveal  it  and  was  going  on  with  a 
great  deal  to  the  fame  purpofe,  when  Mr. 
Birch  flopped  her  lhort,  by  faying.  You 
speak  fo  enigmatically,  Margaret ,  that  I 

C  2  profefs 
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profefs  I  don’t  know  what  you  mean  ;  the 
narrative  given  by  Davy  feemed  very  pro¬ 
bable,  and  the  polture  we  found  you  in, 
and  your  behaviour,  greatly  confirmed  it  ; 
therefore  if  you  cannot  give  a  better  re¬ 
lation  of  your  being  in  the  garden  fo  late ; 
the  account  I  heard  firft,  will  Hand  with 
me  as  authentick  ;  and  as  to  your  conceal¬ 
ments  I  don’t  trouble  my  head  with  them  ; 
however,  if  you  know  any  thing  that  it 
concerns  me  to  be  informed  of;  as  you  know 
it  is  your  duty,  fol  charge  you  to  make  me 
acquainted  wjth  it,  or  elfe  you’ll  incur  my 
difpleafure.  After  fome  fobbing,  and  a 
flow  of  tears,  Margaret  thought  proper,  upon 
further  confideration,  to  inform  her  mailer, 
every  thing  Ihe  had  obferved,  between  Da¬ 
vy  and  Sop  by,  exaggerating  all  to  which 
fhe  had  been  witnefs  to  the  greateft  degree, 
and  malicioufly  adding  many  circumftances 
that  fancy  alone  could  have  fupplyed  :  By 
all  which,  fhe  would  have  infinuated  to 
her  mailer,  that  the  two  young  folks  were 
too  forward,  and  that  fhe  fufpedled  mif- 
chief  might  happen,  if  proper  meafures 
were  not  taken  to  keep  them  a  funder — if, 
fhe  concluded,  which  God  forbid,  nothing 
has  happened  already.  Mr.  Birch,  with 
all  his  prudence  and  good  fenfe,  was  fome- 
•what  fhocked  at  what  he  heard  ;  but,  en¬ 
deavouring 
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deavouring  to  conceal  his  emotions  from 
his  fervant,  difmiflfed  her,  by  calling  her 
furmizes  idle  whims  and  fuipicions,  and 
bidding  her  mind  her  bufinefs  *,  told  her 
he  thought  himfelf  capable  of  managing 
his  daughter,  without  being  inftru&ed, 
and  ordered  her  never  again  to  harbour 
•fuch  ideas.  However,  what  fhe  faid, 
made  a  deep  impreffion  upon  his  mind,  he 
had  made  many  obfervations  on  the  fond- 
nefs  of  the  young  folks  for  each  other, 
and  he  had  flattered  himfelf,  with  feme 
warmth  of  fentiment,  thaf  a  future  union 
'  between  them,  might  not  be  impoffible  ; 
but  then  again,  he  blamed  himfelf  for  ex~ 
pofing  his  daughter  too  much  to  the  power 
of  a  youth  who  was  fufficiently  forward, 
and  now  turned  of  fifteen,  and,  concluded, 
a  lad  that  could  off  hand  contrive  fuch  a 
ftory  of  Margaret ,  might  have  more  in  his 
head  than  what  the  innocence  and  fimplici- 
ty  of  his  years,  and  his  behaviour  Teem¬ 
ed  to  promife.  He  fighed,  nay  he  wept 
at  the  reflection,  and  though  he  loved  him 
fecond  to  no  one  but  his  daughter,  began 
to  think  it  proper  to  remove  them  at  a 
greater  diftance  from  each  other.  At  firft, 
he  took  a  refolution  to  fend  Sophy  into  the 
country  •,  but  then  again,  found  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  deny  himfelf  the  comfort 
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of  her  endearing  fociety,  who  was  the 
pleafure  of  his  life  and  the  prop  of  his 
£ge.  Therefore,  upon  the  whole,  as  he 
v/as  an  enemy  to  all  deceit,  he. came  to  a 
refolve  to  talk  fairly  to  them  both,  of  his 
tears,  and  to  impart  them  alfo  to  Mr.  Ran- 
Zer->  and,  tho’  it  was  doing  great  violence 
to  himfelf,  to  beg  of  him  to  take  Davy 
from  his  houfe,  hill  allowing  him  the  li¬ 
berty  of  inftrudtion  at  fchool  hours.  Thefe 
ichemes  were  fcarcely  formed,  before  Da¬ 
vy  and  Sophy,  as  was  their  conhant  cuhom, 
entered  his  clofet  to  pay  their  duty  to  him, 
and  wifh  him  a  good  morrow.  They 
found  him  in  a  mufing  pofture,  and,  in¬ 
deed,  he  was  fo  wrapped  up  in  cogitation, 
that  he  hardly  perceived  their  approach, 
and,  after  returning  the  falute  with  an 
eager  embrace,  he  defired  them  to  fit 
down,  and  then  addrefied  them  -in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms.  My  dear  children,  I  am 
not  going  to  chide  you — I  am  too  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  goodnefs  of  your  hearts 
to  think  1  have  the  leaft  occafion  ; — but  the 
poor  creature  we  laughed  at  fo  much  laft 
night,  has  made  me  a  little  uneafy,  and  I 
won’t  difguife  it  from  you — fhe  hasgiven  me 
reafon  to  think,  I  may  be  too  prefumptuous 
in  buffering  you  to  be  foconffantly  together; 
but  (feeing  them  look  very  much  aftonifhed; 

don’t 
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don’t  be  frightened,  I  am  not  going  to  tell 
you  that  I  yield  an  implicit  belief  to  every 
thing  Slie  would  have  infinuated,  No,  fa  * 
from  it — -I  know  that  weak  and  vulgar 
minds  are  apt  to  ftretch  their  conje&ures 
too  far. — You  love  each  other,  I  believe, 
and  indeed  I  have  often  obferv’d  it  with 
pieafure;  but  then  I  fear  it  tranfcends  thole 
bounds  of  affection,  that  fhould  diftinguifh 
a  brother  and  After :  For  in  that  relation  i 
have  ever  fondly  endeavoured  to  confider 
you.  And,  therefore,  I  think  my  duty  to 
you  Foth,  and  -my  regard  to  your  parents, 

,  Sir,  renders  it  necefiary  to  confult  your  re¬ 
putation,  and  the  eafe  of  my  own  mind, 
by  feparating  you  from  each  other.  I  tell 
you,  my  dears,  I  am  not  angry,  don’t  be  fo 
much  difturb’d,  (for  the  tears  flood  in  their 
eyes)  I  don’t  mean  to  deprive  you  of  the 
pieafure  of  feeing  each  other,  at  proper 
times;  but  fhall  defire  my  friend  Mr.  Ran¬ 
ger  to  board  you  at  home,  allowing  you 
the  liberty  of  coming  to  me  for  further  in- 
ftrudtion,  if  he  thinks  it  necefiary.  If  pro¬ 
vidence  defigns  you  for  each  other,  it  wijl 
work  its  own  purpofes,  and  let"  its  will  b  e 
done! — I  can  lay  nothing  of  future  contin¬ 
gencies;  but  for  your  fake,  for  Sophy"  s 
fake,  l  think  it  prudence  to  avoid  the  ey 
of  fufpicion,  the  tongue  of  (lander,  an 
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the  traducements  of  malice,  tho’  fore  a- 
gainft  my  will. — 1  have  liv’d  many  years 
with  reputation  and  credit,  and  I’m  fore 
you  would  neither  of  you  contribute  to  load 
nay  declining  years,  with  difcomfort  and 
lorrow.  Davy,  whofe  prefence  of  mind, 
and  whofe  gratitude,  were 'not  the  lead  of 
ins  perfections,  was  (truck  to  the  heart  with 
this  concluficn,  and,  firft  looking  tenderly 
at  his  Sophy,  and  then  flinging  himfelf  on 

his  knees  before  her  father,  cry’d _ Oh! 

Sir,  how  unhappy  you  make  us!— But  your 
fatifa&ion  and  eafe  fhall  'ever  be  confulted 
by  us.  I  do  own  that  I  have  a  fuperior  af- 
fe&ion  to  that  dear  maid,  than  I  bear  to 
my  filter  or  any  one  elfe  in  the  world,  and, 
fince  you  have  given  me  fuch  flattering 
hopes,  will  fludy  all  my  future  life  to  dc- 
ferve  her!  Oh!  Sir,  let  us  not  make  you 
uneafy,  we  never  have,  nor  ever  will  give 
you  caufe  for  tears,  and,  tho5  it  cuts  me  to 
the  heart  to  think  of  leaving  your  houfe, 
yet,  when  my  obedience  will  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  fo  great  a  bleffing,  as  now  and  then 
gazing  on  thofe  dear  features,  I  fhall  with¬ 
out  hefitation  conlentr  Only,  Sir,  permit 
me  to  bring  tins  removal  about  with  my 
father  and  mother;  for  if  you  were  to  be 
the  propofer,  and  to  tell  the  reafon,  I  fear 
it  might  ftill  deprive  me  more  of  happi- 

nefis* 
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nefs,  and  make  them  think  it  necefTary  to 
remove  me  ftill  further  from  all  I  fhall  ever 
adore.  No,  Sir,  I  fhall  never  be  difturb’d 
at  your  prudential  behaviour,  fince  you 
think  the  reputation  of  your  Sophy  may  luf- 
fer,  which  to  preferve  fhall  ever  be  my  end 
and  aim.  Sophy's  heart  was  too  full  to 
fpeak,  but  fhe  wept,  and  kneeling  by  Da¬ 
vy,  kifs’d  her  father’s  hand,  and  bath’d  it 
with  tears.  The  old  gentleman,  quite  over¬ 
come,  wept  likewife,  and  taking  them  in 
his  arms,  hugg’d  them  to  his  bofom,  and 
told  Davy  that  he  agreed  to  all  he  faid. 
Ah!  my  children,  refuming  himfelf,  I  look 
on  you,  and  hear  you  with  pride  and  ad¬ 
miration  ;  never  let  thefe  excellent  quali¬ 
ties  you  pofTefs,  be  the  caufe  of  grief  to  an 
old  man,  that  finds  he  can’t  live  without 
you  ! 

They  ftaid  for  fumetime  in  the  clofet* 
to  recover  their  looks  and  fpirits,  and  then 
went  down  to  breakfaft,  behaving  as  ufual 
to  Margaret ,  who  look’d  afkance  at  them, 
every  now  and  then,  and  particularly  at 
her  mafter,  in  a  kind  of  envious  defpair 
that  her  project  had  not  had  the  fuccefs  fhe 
wifh’d  it  might. 

The  next  day  the  young  couple  paid  a 
vifit  to  Mrs  Ranger  and  Mifs  Lydy,  who 
fincerely  lov’d  Sophy ,  and  us’d  merrily  to 
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call  her  filter,  ana  whilft  they  entertain’d 
her,  Davy  fought  his  father,  whom  he 
found  in  nis  compting-houle,  and  who  re- 
ceived  him  with  the  lame  joy  his  appear¬ 
ance  always  communicated,  and,  upon  his 
telling  him  he  defired  a  word  or  two  with 
him  in  private,  immediately  follow’d  him 
into  another  room.  There  Davy  told  him 
that  he  hop  d  his  mafter  had  given  him  a 
good  character  as  to  his  learning,  and  that, 
as  the  immediate  prefence  of  Mr.  Birch  was 
now,  he  hop  d,  not  conflantly  neceffary  to 
promote  his  ftudies,  he  fhould  be  greatly 
obliged  to  him  if  he  would  let  him  return 
to  board  at  home,  only  going  to  his  mailer 
at  fchool  hours.  Mr.  Ranger y  fmil’d,  and 
killing  his  fon,  faid,  ay,  to  be  fure  child  ; 
but  what  will  poor  Sophy  do  ?  Why  lad 
you’ll  make  her  uneafy,  won’t  you — you 
can’t  live  afunder?  This  was  fuch  an  o- 
pening  that  Davy  was  refolv’d  to  lay  hold 
of,  to  try  how  his  father’s  pulfe  beat. 
Why,  Sir,  then,  he  return’d,  ’us  becaufe 
it  gives  me  fo  much  uneafinefs  to  think  of 
parting  with  Sophy ,  that  1  delire  to  do  it. 
Tou  knew.  Sir,  Sophy  is  handfome  and  has 
every  charm  of  mind,  and  really  f  love  her 
fo  well,  that  1  fear,  if  I  fee  her  fo  much  as 
I  us’d  to  do,  i  (hall  begin  to  love  her  too 
well  for  your  peace  and  my  own.  Say  you 

fo 
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fo,  my  good  Davy,  the  father  reply’d,  I 
muft  take  care  of  that — ’faith  you’re  quite 
right,  I  commend  your  prudence  ;  for  tho’ 
1  love  Sophy,  yet  we  muft  look  out  for  wives 
elfewhere,  I  can  tell  ye — or  el fe  we  (hall 
never  fecure  your  grandfather’s  eftate  in  the 
family. — Well,  well,  come  home  to-mor¬ 
row  then — and,  my  dear,  fince  I  have  fuch 
a  remarkable  proof  of  your  prudence-  and 
regard  to  me,  1  fhall  not  lay  any  reftraints 
upon  your  behaviour — but  d’ye  hear,  be 
very  grateful  to  my  friend  Birch ,  and  be¬ 
have  tenderly  to  my  pretty  Sophy  ;  for  you 
owe  ’em  too  much  to  encourage  a  contrary 
behaviour,  and,  fo  faying,  put  his  hand 
into  his  pocket  and  gave  him  five  guineas, 
fo  much  his  good  fenfe  had  delighted  him. 
And,  as  to  Davy,  he  was  in  tip  top  fpirits, 
he  perceived  with  pleafure  the  regard  his 
father  had  for  Sophia,  and  that  nothing  but 
his  grandfather’s  eftate  and  mother’s  pride, 
would  be  the  remora  to  a  marriage  with 
her;  fince  he  was  fure  his  father’s  good 
fenfe  would  foon  incline  him  to  favour  fuch 
a  projcCf,  were  thofe  objections  out  of  the 
queftion.  Therefore,  he  determin’d  to  love 
on,  and  leave  the  iffue  to  time,  and  as  he 
was  from  difpofition  an  ceconomift,  already 
plann’d  out  a  reconciliation  with  the  old 

knight, 
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knight,  and  already  enjoy’d  his  eilate  in 
imagination. 

As  they  went  home,  he  imparted  all  that 
had  part  to  Sophy,  without  referve,  and  ,as 
a  proof  of  his  love,  gave  her  charge  of  the 
five  guineas,  telling  her,  jocularly,  tha|»if 
ihe  d  have  but  a  little  patience  he’d  m<|ke 
her  no  difpifable  fortune. 

The  old  gentleman  waited  their  return 
with  impatience,  and  they  went  into  the 
parlour  to  him,  where  he  fat  reading,  and, 
at  the  fame  infant  Sophy  threw  her  arms 
about  his  neck  and  Davy  killing  his  hand, 
cry’d  out,  Oh!  Sir,  I  have  fucceeded,  even 
beyond  my  wiihes!  My  father,  yielded  to 
my  coming  home,  and  this  will  be  the  laft 
night  of  your  uneafinefs.  He  then  related 
ail  that  pafs’d,  except  his  father’s  fpeech 
about  matrimony,  which  tho’  he  had  im¬ 
parted  to  Sophia,  he  conceal’d  from  Mr. 
Birch-,  who  was  highly  delighted,  and  they 
fpent  the  evening  with  great  chearfulnefs, 
only  Margaret  being  uneafy  of  the  family, 
and  (he  was  nettled  to  the  quick,  at  ob- 
ferving  fo  much  talk  and  privacy  between 
her  mailer  and  the  young  folks,  which  Ihe 
thought  involv’d  fome  myfteries,  Ihe  long’d 
to  be  a  partaker  of:  However,  Davy  and 
Sophy  behav’d  to  her  with  their  wonted  free¬ 
dom  and  good  temper,  in  return  to  which 
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fhe  was  oblig’d,  outwardly,  to  carry  a  fair  . 
face  and  a  contented  look,  tho5  her  heart 
was  fill’d  with  fpleen  and  difquiet.  After 
the  hour  that  call’d  to  bed,  the  young  pair 
of  lovers  found  means  to  fteal  to  their 
bower,  and  to  repeat  a  thoufand  tender 
vows  and  proteftations  of  eternal  truth  and 
conftancy,  and  it  was  fettled,  where  and 
how  they  were  to  meet  for  the  future,  and 
in  what  manner  they  fhould  ftill  love  with¬ 
out  prejudice  to  the  purity  and  virtue  of 
their  fouls,  and  without  drawing  upon 
them  the  fufpicions  and  reproaches  of  their 
parents.  For  which  purpofe  it  was  agreed 
on  both  Tides  to  wear  looks  of  perpetual 
gaity,  never  to  be  particular  before  compa¬ 
ny,  and  to  leave  the  ififue  of  their  affection 
to  time  and  providence. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Ranger  waited 
on  Mr.  Birch ,  paid  him  generoufly  what 
was  due  for  his  Ton’s  education  and  board, 
•made  a  handTome  prefent  to  Sophia ,  and 
a! To  to  Margery ,  gave  a  genteel  turn  to  his 
Ton’s  being  call’d  home  to  board,  and  all 
parties  parted  mutually  pleas’d  with  each 
other,  and  applauding  themTelves  for  their 
penetration  and  difcretion.  Even  Marga¬ 
ret  now  was  fatisfy’d,  imagining  this  alte¬ 
ration  had  been  brought  about  by  the  intel¬ 
ligence  flie  had  given  to  her  mailer,  and 

con- 
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coniequently  again  hugg’d  herfelf  in  her 
own  importance. 

And  now,  Davy  came  to  Mr.  Birch's  on¬ 
ly  at  the  hours  of  inttrudion ;  hut,  by  the 
vifits  Sophy  made  frequently  to  Mifs  Lydia , 
he  had  near  as  many  opportunities  of  en- 
tei  raining  her  as  before,  without  being  fub- 
jed  to  cenfure,  and  nothing  remain’d  to 
ms  per  fed  1'atistadion,  but  an  opportunity 
to  wreck  his  refentment  on  Margaret ,  who 
iie  coniidered  as  an  incendiary,  and  an  ene¬ 
my  to  his  happinefs:  Not  that  Davy  had 
any  thing  of  the  gloom  of  a  revengeful 
mind  about  him*,  but  long’d  only  to  make 
a  fportful  example  of  an  old  wretch,  whole 

difpofition  he  thought  of  the  very  worft 
caft. 

f  or  the  means  to  this  purpofe  he  long 
caft ^ about  in  his  mind,  and  at  length  re- 
folv'd  to  found  his  retaliation  upon  her  ex¬ 
treme  fanciful  difpofition,  which  render’d 
her  credulous  and  fuperftitious  even  to  the 
Jaft  degree. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  to  the 
right  of  the  fummeT  houfe,  was  a  deep 
ditch  that  divided  Mr.  Birch' s  from  the 
garden  of  a  houfe  which,  on  account  of  a 
difputed  title,  had  been  long  untenanted, 
and  was  pretty  much  ruinated  5  for  houfe  - 
leek  and  rnofs  even  grew  in  the  interftices 
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of  the  brick- work,  and  the  beds  and  walks 
were  overgrown  with  weeds  and  grafs,  to  a 
great  height,  whilft  the  outhoufes  were 
untiled  and  tumbling  down  on  every  fide, 
fo  as  to  prefent  upon  the  whole  all  the 
marks  of  gloom  and  defolation.  And  in 
this  lcene,  Davy  had  devoted  Margaret  to 
all  the  horrors  that  he  thought  it  in  his 
power  to  afflidt  her  with.  For  this  end, 
he  dealt  with  an  old  female  Sidrophel ,  who 
was  a  great  favourite  of  Margaret's,  had 
read  her  frequent  good  luck,  and  many 
hufbands,  and  much  riches,  from  her  (kill 
in  thofe  hieroglyphicks  that  wantonly  cling 
to  the  bottom  of  the  coffee-cups,  and  are 
fo  replete  with  evidences  of  good  or  bad 
fortune  in  life.  Nay  fhe  was  an  adept  in 
palmiftry  too,  and  could  folve  every  para¬ 
dox  ot  a  dream,  as  well  as  Artimedorus 
himlelf.  By  a  litile  flattery,  and  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  a  whole  crown  to  the  line  of 
hie,  Davy  brought  this  reverend  fa^e  in 
petticoats  into  his  fcheme,  for  frightning 
the  old  houfekeeper  out  of  the  few  fenfes 
fhe  pofTeis’d.  Accordingly,  the  next  vifit 
fhe  paid  her,  after  a  confiderable  deal  of 
enquiry  and  confabulation,  about  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  their  neighbours,  the  Arabian  berry 
was  reduc’d  to  powder,  and  after  being 
properly  infus’d,  the  oracular  cup  was 
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whirl  cl  round  and  whelmed  upon  the  faw¬ 
n's  with  all  the  fecrets  of  fate  with  which 
it  was  intruded,  and  then  taken  up  by  the 
prophetels  with  a  look  of  di fturbance  and 
phrenzy,  whillt  Margaret ,  who  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions  always  bolted  the  kitchen  door,  at¬ 
tended  with  impatient  dread  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  her  infpired  gueft. 

At  length,  after  a  paufe  and  a  figh,  de¬ 
noting  wifely  the  difficulty  fhe  had  in  read¬ 
ing  her  diabolical  characters,  die  opened 
as  follows— Here’s  good  luck  for  you,  Mrs. 
Margaret  1  !]  allure  you — -but — will  require 
fome  pains  to  fecure  it.— I  don’t  know 
what  to  make  of  this  old  houfe — to  be 
fure  it  mud  be  that  at  next  door. — And 
then,  here’s  a  ditch  with  a  bridge  over  it 
— have  you  one  near  you  ?  Oh !  yes,  yes, 
anlwers  Margaret — Very  well,  replies  the 
Sybil— we’re  righc  then— in  the  garret  of 
this  houfe — I’m  fure  of  it— juft  behind  the 
door — aye  its  behind  the  door,  I  fee — is  a 
large  fum  hid— it  has  laid  there  for  many 
years — in  a  hole  in  the  wall — I  fee  you' 
have  got  it  here— it’s  a  great  deal.  Oh 
gemini,  God,  crys  the  houfe-keeper— how 
happy  am  I— l’JI  go  there  the  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity — but  mum,  let’s  keep  it  to  our- 
felves— you  ffiall  have  half— I’ve  heard  fay 
indeed  that  a  rich  old  mifer  lived  there  a 

great 
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great  many  years  ago — he  muft  have  hid 
it— I’ll  go  tomorrow  morning  before  our 
family  are  up. — I  fee,  returns  the  prophetefs, 
that  if  you’d  poiTefs  the  treafure  you  muft 
go  after  the  evening  dufk,  and  alone. — 
Rat  me  if  I  do  tho’— why  there  are  a  great 
many  fpirits  about  the  houfe — how  do  I 
know  but  the  old  mifer  may  have  hanged 
himfelf  there,  and  if  I  difturb  his  hoard — 
the  devil  or  he  may  tear  me  to  pieces  or 
fly  away  with  me  !  That  fhan’t  be,  an- 
Iwers  Mrs.  Pry,  for  that  was  our  fortune¬ 
teller’s  name,  for  fince  this  money  feems 
referved  for  you — l’l]  give  you  a  charm 
that  fhall  effectually  preferve  you  from  all 
the  fpirits  that  fatan  can  raife — here  take 
this — giving  her  an  Agnus  Dei — and  go  to¬ 
morrow  night,  for  if  you  defer  it  any 
longer,  I  can  fee  fome  body  elfe  will  be 
before  hand  with  you.  After  a  great  deal 
of  reluftance  Margaret  took  the  charm, 
promifed  to  obey  all  her  directions  and 
added — God  if  I  do  but  find  it.  I’ll  go  to 
my  own  town  and  live  as  well  as  the  beft 
of  ’em,  and  a  fig  for  work,  lay  I. — She 
would  have  gone  on,  but  her  malter  ringing 
the  bell,  fhe  was  obliged  to  fend  away  her 
familiar,  not  forgetting  to  thru  ft  part  of  a 
joint  of  meat  and  lome  bread  and  cheel'e 
into  her  lap  and  to  flip  fixpence,  the  ufual 
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fee,  into  her  hand,  as  (he  left  the  kitchen. 

On  the  morrow  the  impatient  old  maiden 
walked  clown  the  garden,  to  take  a  furvey 
of  the  premifes  fhe  was  to  attack,  and 
finding  a  board  laid  acrofs  the  ditch,  gave 
a  cry  of  joy  at  the  fight,  as  having  been  * 
foretold  by  her  diredtrefs,  in  the  coffee 
dregs,  by  the  name  of  a  bridge.  So  vifi- 
b!e  a  mark  of  the  certainty  of  her  pro- 
phetefs’s  fkill  (for  Davy  had  laid  it  the 
night  before)  banifhed  ail  fear  and  fcruple, 
and  fhe  returned  home,  fully  fatisfied  that 
fhe  fhould  become  poUciTed  of  the  en¬ 
chanted  peif,  and,  thoJ  none  but  Davy  and 
Sophia  knew  the  reafon,  fne  wore  all  the 
enfuing  day  fuch  an  air  of  pride  and  im¬ 
portance  as  had  been  very  unufual  with 
her,  at  which  they  hugged  themfelves  in 
the  conceit  of  the  confequences.  Nine 
o’clock  came,  and,  fortunately  as  fhe 
thought,  Mr.  Birch  and  her  young  miftrefs 
■Tupped  that  night  at  Mr.  Ranger's ,  and  left 
her,  to  all  appearance  a  clear  coaft  for  the 
execution  of  her  project.  And,  now,  be¬ 
hold  the  covetous  creature  trudging,  with 
great  circumfpedtion,  towards  the  ditch, 
and,  after  repeating  the  Lord’s  prayer,  be¬ 
lief,  and  ten  commandments,  venturing  to 
put  one  foot  upon  the  bridge — and  then 
fhe  flood  paufing ;  for  fome  minutes, 
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whilft  the  whifpering  zephyrs  (for  it  was 
the  midft  of  June)  milling  in  the  adjacent 
-trees  and  bufhes  gave  her  a  Hidden  trepida¬ 
tion,  and  even  made  her  fend  forth  a  cry  of 
aftonifhment.  At  length  fhe  aiTumed  cour¬ 
age  fufficient  to  move  on  ;  but  oh  !  woe¬ 
ful  !  getting  to  the  midft  of  the  board,  it 
Hidden  iy  (for  indeed  it  had  been  fa  wed  on 
purpofe)  broke,  and  down  fell  Margery 
floundering  in  the  filthieft  mud  and  water 
that  ever  became  naufeous  by  ftagnation  : 
And  there  fhe  would  have  floundered  her 
laff,  had  not  two  ready  familiars  (Davy 
and  a  fervant  of  his  father’s  dredTed  in  un¬ 
couth  and  antick  guife,  and  bearing  torches 
in  their  hands — their  faces  all  blacked  and 
afterwards  flowered)  appeared  to  her  relief, 
from  a  neighbouring  outhoufe,  and  with  the 
afliftance  of  a  rake  and  a  long  pole  dragged 
her  out  of  her  delicious  neft,  almoft  fuffo- 
cated  and  quite  fenfelefs.  To  bring  her  to 
herfelf  they  plentifully  drench’d  her  with 
pails  of  water,  and  at  length,  fhivering,  and 
crying  piteoufly,  Oie  came  to  herfelf;  but 
looking  about,  and  difeovering  her  hideous 
attendants,  fhe  was  near  fwooning  again, 
ana  tne  teeth  chattered  in  her  head  ;  tho’ 
fhe  was  fo  overcome  that  fhe  could  not  ex¬ 
claim  as  (he  endeavoured  to  do,  imagining 
flic  was  really  in  the  infernal  manfions,  and 
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that  flie  was  under  torture  for  all  the  fins  of 
her  life,  particularly  for  her  laft  great  of¬ 
fence  of  coveting  hidden  pelf.  It  was  in¬ 
deed  well  for  her,  that  this  foufing  in  the 
ditch  had  rendered  her  further  progrefs  im- 
pofTible,  for  fo  many  engines  of  terror  had 
been  provided  in  the  old  houfe,  that  muft 
in  earneft  have  deprived  her  of  her  fenfes. 
And  Davy  began  to  be  glad  of  it  likewife, 
and  thought  her  prefent  pickle  and  terror 
was  punifhment  enough  •,  and  therefore 
prepared  5.0  put  the  final  ftroke  to  it.  For 
that  purpofe  when  he  found  her  a  little  re¬ 
covered  he  roared  out  in  a  dreadful  tone  of 
voice - - 

Wretch !  whofe  crimes  are  foul  and 
grievous, 

Hear— attend  us,  and  believe  us! 

We  from  lakes  of  blueft  fire. 

Came  here  to  punifh  thee — a  lyar, 

Vile  traducer — beauty’s  foe. 

And  give  thee  caule  of  bitt’reft  woe  9 
But  heaven,  in  pity  to  thy  foul. 

At  prefent  does  our  rage  conrroul. 

Return,  in  fafety,  back  again. 

Get  yourfelf  clean’d,  and  eafe  your  pain, 
But  know,  if  ever,  lye  or  flander, 
from  your  bad  heart  or  lips  fhould  wander  5 
If  e’er,  in  innocence  defpight. 

You  eaves-drop  lovers  in  the  night ; 
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Or  e’er  tell  tales,  or  brawl  and  wrangle. 

Or  deadly  coffee  cup  fhall  handle — ; 

Or  covet  others  goods,  or  pry 
After  what’s  hid  with  curious  eye  ; 

Then  —  then  —  oh!  then,  thy  blackened 
foul. 

In  fulph’rous  flames  fhall  tortur’d  roul ; 
Whilft  thy  vile  carcafe  fiends  fhall  tear. 

And  fcatter  thro’  the  dufky  air — . 

[Then  fwiftly  turning  round — he  continu¬ 
ed,  at  the  fame  time  putting  out  their 
torches.'] 

Afmodeus ,  Moloc ,  pow’rs  of  hell. 

Quick  we  attend  your  eager  yell ! 

From  thefe  cool  fhades — lo  down  we  go. 

To  fiery  flames  that  rage  below. 

At  which  conclufion  they  ran  off,  fwiftly, 
to  their  hiding  place  *,  but  poor  difmayed 
Margaret  imagined  verily  fhe  faw  them 
vanifh  out  of  her  fight,  inftantaneoufly, 
and  that  the  fmell  of  brimftone  was  in  her 
nofe.  At  length  up  fhe  rofe — praying 
very  fervently,  and  returning  thanks  to  hea¬ 
ven  for  her  deliverance,  and  would  have  re¬ 
treated  over  the  ditch  ;  but  alas!  no  friendly 
board  lay  ready  for  her  conveyance.  What 
to  do  fhe  could  not  devife  ;  but,  carting  her 
eyes  abroad  fhe  perceived  an  old  plank  at 
fome  dirtance  from  her,  for  which  fhe  thank¬ 
ed  heaven,  and  laying  it  acrofs,  notwith- 
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*  Ending  what  had  juft  occurred,  had  the 
boidnefs,  tho5  trembling  at  every  ftep,  to 
pafs  it  into  her  own  garden,  where  the 
minute  fhe  arrived  fhe  fell  on  her  knees, 
and  continued  in  that  pofture  for  a  confi- 
derable  time,  returning  the  fincereft  praifes 
for  her  efcape :  And  then,  looking  back 
every  minute,  fhe  meafured  the  garden  and 
got  into  the  houfe,  and,  as  necefllty  has  no 
law,  fet  to  cleaning  herlelf  before  the  fa¬ 
mily  came  in,  who  luckily  were  not  return¬ 
ed  from  their  vifit,  with  a  hearty  refolu- 
tion  to  follow  the  advice  that  had  been 
given  her  by.  the  aforefaid  poetical  demon, 
vvho  flie  found  was  acquainted  v/ith  every 
foible  of  her  heart.  Davy  had  enjoyed  the 
whole  with  the  higheft  fatisfadlion,  and  by 
this  time  having  got  rid  of  his  diabolical 
weeds,  had  diverted  Sophy  and  his  lifter 
with  a  detail  of  the  whole,  and,  waiting 
upon  Mr  Birch  and  his  daughter  home^ 
was  witneis  to  the  fudden  reformation  it 
had  occafioned  ;  for  Margery  accofted 
them  in  the  rnoft  humble  and  lubmiffive 
manner,  and  leemed  more  affiduous  to 
pleaie  then  ever  her  nature  would  fuffer  her 
before.  She,  in  Iliort,  it  was  obferved,  in 
a  little  time,  was  totally  reformed,  became 
fociable  and  complaifanr,  and  proved  that 
nothing  but  the  devil  or  his  reprefentative 

could 
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ould  ever  work  good  nature  into  the  fouls 
f  this  forlorn,  neglefted  tribe. 


CHAP.  III. 

DavyV  perfon  and  character. —  A  terrible 
misfortune . — How  borne  by  our  hero . — A  fill 
more  dreadful  occurrence. — His  defpair  and 
a  refolution  in  confequence  of  it . — He  leaves 
Cor  k . — Vifits  Dublin . — Goes  to  fee  his  grand - 
father . — Encounters  with  captain  Dennis 
McKenfie. — Exhibits  his  talents  before  him  % 

• — His  rapture. — Who  the  honourable  captain 
is  and  his  profejfion. — Arrival ,  and,  droll 
piblure  of  his  company. — A  terrible  uproar . 

• — Our  Jludent  takes  part  with  his  new  ac¬ 
quaintance . — A  word  or  two  on  great  men 
and  little  men  — The  adage ,  Fronti  nulla 
fides  explained, 

DAVY  had  by  this  time  reached  his 
fixteenth  year,  and  had  acquired,  a 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  tongue,  and  fpoke 
French  fluently,  he  had  read  a  number  of 
the  politefl;  authors,  and  had  been  particu¬ 
larly  converfant  in  dramatick  performances, 
and  was  a  perfect  idolizer  of  Shakefpear , 
many  of  whofe  produdions  he  had  feen  ex¬ 
hibited,  alfo,  by  a  company  of  no  mean  per¬ 
formers,  who  frequently  came  from  Dublin 
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to  divert  tire  inhabitants  of  iris  native  ci ty. 
When  they  were  in  town,  Mrs.  Ranger, 
her  fon  and  daughter,  and  Sophia,  feldom 
miffed  one  exhibition,  and  R)a*vy,  havin'*  a 
poetical  genius,  had  wrote  many  occafional 
prologues  and  epilogues  for  the  company, 
who  confidered  him  in  the  light  of  a  friend 
and  patron,  and  let  him  into  all  the  my- 
fteries  of  the  drama.  To  thefe  diver- 
fions  he  had,  from  his  infancy  had  a  great 
relifh,  and,  indeed,  as  before  obferv’d,  the 
love  of  the  ftage  was  fo  predominant  in 
him,  that  it  gave  place  to  nothing  but  his 
affedion  for  the  amiable  Sophia.  His  tem¬ 
per  was  naturally  mild  ;  though  oppofition 
to  any  favourite  humour  would  foon  work 
him  up  to  a  paflion,  and  as  to  his  heart  it 
was  all  over  of  that  caft  that  tended  to  his 
own  and  others  happinefs,  for  he  was  hu¬ 
mane,  fincere,  and  generous  in  his  thoughts 
and  adtions,  and  had  yet  never  harboured 
a  wifh  that  was  not  confident  with  the 
flridteft  rules  of  virtue  and  good  fenfe,  as 
far  as  the  knowledge  of  his  years  would 
permit.  If  he  profefled  love,  he  felt  that 
loft  paflion  ;  if  he  laid  he  refpe&ed  a  per- 
fon  he  really  did  fo,  and  had  not  learned 
to  look  and  (peak  one  thing,  and  think  an¬ 
other.  His  perfon  was  of  the  middlin'* 
fize,  but  molt  delicately  formed  and  as  ha£ 
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monious,  in  its  due  proportion  of  parts 
as  was  his  ioui  in  its  conceptions.  No 
wonder,  then,  if  Davy  was  not  only  the 
idol  of  his  parents,  his  filter,  of  Mr.  Birch 
and  his  daughter ;  but  alfo  the  talk  of  the 
whole  town,  and  the  admiration  of  every 
one  that  knew  him. 

About  this  time  he  loft  his  amiable 
.  filter,  who  fickened  of  a  fever  and  dyed 
the  feventh  day  after  the  firft  attack,  of 
the  d iltem per :  Davy  and  Sophy  were  ever 
by  her  bedlide,  and  as  they  molt  tenderly 
loved  her,  were  molt  intimately  afflided  at 
her  lofs,  which  made  fuch  an  impreffion 
upon  poor  Mrs.  Ranger,  that  fire  was  feized 
with  the  fame  diftemper,  which,  likewife, 
in  three  days  time,  deprived  him  of  a  molt 
affedionate  and  indulgent  mother.  Thele 
fad  Ioffes  as  they  quite  diftraded  the 
father,  fo  they  laid  heavy  upon  the  heart 
of  the  fon,  who  could  feel  with  the  ut- 
moft  fenfibility  thefe  calamities  fo  incident 
to  this  frail  ftate  of  exiftence.  On  this  oc- 
cafion  he  gave  a  publick  proof  not  only  of 
his  affedion  for  the  deceafed,  but  alfo  of 
that  genius  which  has  fince  been  fo  much 
admired,  by  writing  the  following  lines 
which  were  printed  and  diftributed  mto  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

you.  I.  D  On 
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On  the  Death  of  a  beloved  Mother  and 

Sister. 

IT  F  ever  filial  or  fraternal  love, 

JL  Relentlefs  powers  could  to  compafiiori 
move; 

Nor  vain  had  prov’d  my  tears,  my  fup- 
pliant  moan, 

Nor  this  dear  pair  had  our  embraces  flown  ; 
Rut  heaven  its  own  omnipotence  to  prove. 
Defeats  our  cares,  and  wafts  their  fouls  above ! 
If  ever  wifdom  fat  in  beauty’s  throne, 
Wifdom  here  ever  made  that  feat  her  own  ; 
And  this  bright  pair,  form’d  like  the  Cy¬ 
prian  Queen, 

Were  ever  lovely,  prudent,  mild,  ferene. 
Oh  !  Mother!  Sifter!  names  for  ever  dear, 
Nowceafe  in  pleafing  founds  to  greet  my  ear; 
No  more  the  foftnefs  of  your  voices  charm. 
Which  care,  and  pain,  and  grief  could  fo 
difarm  : 

To  all  that’s  tender,  kind,  we  bid  adieu. 
All, all  inhum’d  in  one  fmall  grave  with  you. 
Oh!  Lydia ,  Lydia,  lovely  haplefs  fair! 

For  thee,  thy  Sophy  proves  the  laft  deipair; 
Beats  her  fair  boiom,  heaves  the  piteous  figh, 
Whilft  floods  of  forrow,  iflfue  from  her  eye. 
Oh!  honour’d  Sire!  fain  would  I  comfort 
lend, 

To  y  our  fad  heart,  which  tort’ring  pafflons 
rend, 
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Pa/flons  which  ever  reign  and  ever  flow, 
And  more  then  double  all  my  weightof  woe. 
Oh!  heaven,  in  pity,  lull  his  foul  to  reft. 
Impart  loft  Toothing  calmnefs  to  his  breaft; 
Grant  that  we  patient,  meet  your  ftern 
decree, 

And  bear  our  lofs  with  due  humility. 

Bow  to  your  high  behefts,  nor  murm’ring 
drive 

To  keep  this  bitternefs  of  foul  alive. 

The  eye  of  faith,  that  wonders  can  dif- 
-  play, 

Beholds  them  wing  to  God  their  eager  way  ; 
Blefs’d  in  his  fight,  where  joys  celeftial 
dwell, 

They  bid  all  earthly,  fordid  cares  farewell. 
Enlarg’d, their  minds  can  all  his  works  furvey. 
To  glorious  bodies  chang’d  their  mortal 
clay. 

Oh  !  faireft,  lovelieft  daughters  of  the  fky  ! 
May  we  at  length,  your  concert  join  on 
high; 

Where  blifs  perpetual  worldly  ftrife  repays, 
u  One  tide  of  glory,  one  eternal  blaze. 

But,  as  if  fate  was  determined  to  try  our 
hero  at  his  firft  fetting  out  in  life,  and  as 
if  providence  was  refolved  to  remove  every 
impediment  to  the  way  of  life  to  which  it 
deftined  Davy  ;  poor  Sophy ,  grieved  to  the 
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heart,  and  quite  call  down  at  the  lofs  of 
her  intended  fifter-in-law,  was  taken  ill, 
about  ten  days  after  her  interment,  where 
lhe  attended  as  chief  mourner  ;  at  fir  ft  her 
fatigue  and  grief  were  alone  fuppofed  to  be 
the  temporary  occafion  of  her  difeafe  ;  but 
when  ail  the  fymptoms  of  a  malignant  fe¬ 
ver  were  difcovered,  her  father  was  quite 
inconfolable.  Poor  Davy,  who  was  never 
to  be  removed  from  her  bedfide,  wept  in- 
ceffantly,  and  could  take  no  repofe,  and 
even  Mr.  Ranger  was  afFedted  with  an  in- 
creafe  of  furrow,  for,  like  all  tender  pa¬ 
rents,  he  made  his  foil’s  grief  his  own, 
and,  one  evening  coming  to  fee  how  {he 
did  and  fufpedting  the  reafon  of  his  Ion’s 
abfence  from  home,  the  lovely  maid  told 
him,  (he  hoped  llie  fhould  do  well  ;  but  if 
otherwife,  beg’d  him  to  do  all  he  could  to 
confole  her  dear  father,  who  would  be  left 
deftitute  of  her  neceffary  attendance.  Oh  ! 
broke  out  the  fincere  and  yet  untainted 
Davy — Oh  !  my  father, — what — what  an- 
fwer  can  you  make  to  this  dear  creature — -the 
pattern  of  all  perfedtion? — Oh!  Sir,  kneel¬ 
ing  before  him, — I  have  deceived  you — I 
love,  I  adore. her!  Jf  lhe  dies — you  will — • 
you  muft  lofe  your  fon !  Dear  Sir — all 
artifice  is  ftrange  to  us ;  but.  Sir,  hear 
me  and  promifc  me,  in  this  diftrefs, 

that 
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that  if  my  Sophy  recovers,  I  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  may  have  the  care,  the  enchant¬ 
ing  care  of  her  precious  health,  and  life! 
— a  flood  of  tears  fucceeded  which  hindered 
further  fpeech.  Mr.  Ranger ,  who  knew  hu¬ 
man  nature,  who  had  fo  lately  feen  the  vani¬ 
ty  of  all  earthly  enjoyments — who  lov’d  the 
two  perfons  prelent — who  delpis’d  riches, 
further  than  they  contributed  to  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  pofTefTors— gently  carry’d  his 
handkerchief  to  his  eyes,  and,  without  fur¬ 
ther  premeditation,  rifling  and  claflping  his 
arms  round  Sophy' s  neck,  anflwer’d — My 
dear  child  !  my  lovely  girl — endeavour  to 
live — no  conflideration  fhall  induce  me  to 
make  two  fluch  excellent  perfons  unhappy. 
— No — again  wiping  his  eyes — I  know  too 
well  what  I  have  felt  myfelf — rifle,  my  fon, 

- — let  us  endeavour  lo  recal  your  Sophy  to 
life,  that  I  may  have  the  fupreme  felicity 
of  beholding  her  in  your  arms,  and  rejoi¬ 
cing  in  fluch  a  daughter.  At  this  conclusion 
he  left  the  room,  unable  to  contain  himfelf 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation.  Sophy 
was  fo  overcome  that  fhe  fainted — Davy 
purfuing  him  with  his  eyes — cry’d  out — 
Oh  !  more  than  father — oh  friend  of  my 
heart ! — Oh  !  how  fhall  I  diflplay  my  duty 
to  you  fufficiently! — my  exalted  fenfle  of 
your  goodnefls !  Then  turning  to  the  char- 
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mer  of  his  heart,  he  flung  himfelf  by  her, 
and  wak  d  her  to  life  with  his  warmth  of 
embrace — my  dear,  my  charmer;  thou 
choice  of  my  reafon — thou  approbation  of 
my  foul — dofl:  hear  to  what  happinefs  thou 
art  referv’d? — referv’d  for  me,  who  will 
brighten  every  future  moment  of  thy  life! 
i  he  weaken’d,  overcome  fair,  cad  her 
arms  round  his  neck,  and  for  fome  minutes 
a  trance  of  love  fucceeded — ’twas,  in  a  mor— 
ral  date,  perhaps  a  fatisfadlion  that  equal’d 
even  that  enjoy’d  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
bleflfed  regions!  During  this  period  of  de¬ 
light,  Mr.  Ranger  had  dep’d  into  Mr. 
Birch' s  clofet,  and  knowing  well  what  a 
tender  parent  mud  feel,  from  very,  very 
late  experience,  accoded  him  by  faying, 
my  worthy  friend,  I  have  been  witnefs  to 
a  feene  that  has  aimed  unman’d  me — 
Davy  and  Sophy ■ — but  lam  incapable  to  re¬ 
peat  what  i  faw,  and  what  I  felt.  I  have 
given  them  my  promife,  and  hope  you  will 
not  deny  yours,  that  they  fhall  be  united 
together.  Oh!  Mr  Birch^  the  lodes  1  have 
lately  ludain’d  have  made  me  fearful  of 
encreafing  my  unhappinefs,  by  a  denial — 
excellent  young  creatures  as  they  both  are  ! 
— They  were  made  for  each  other,  and  if 
God  is  pleas’d  to  redore  our  Sophy ,  fhe 
fhall  fill  my  dear  Lydy's  place  in  my  heart! 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Birch ,  to  whom  this  declaration  was 
quite  unexpected,  and  mod  extremely  a- 
greeable,  was  of  too  milky  a  difpofition  to 
meet  it,  without  being  greatly  affected— 
Indeed  he  fhed  tears, — and,  embracing  his 
friend,  cry’d — Dear,  Sir,  your  regard  to  my 
poor  girl,  gives  me  the  moft  fincere  plea- 
fure  !  Oh !  Sophy ,  Sophy ,  I  truft  in  God 
thou  wilt  live  to  be  grateful  for  fo  much 
condefcenfion  ! — I  have  now  liv’d  long  e- 
nough — -providence  has  fill’d  up  the  mea- 
fure  of  my  earthly  happinefs,  and  I  am 
content  to  refign  my  breath — oh  !  gracious 
heaven  hear  my  prayer ! — May  this  dear 
couple  continue  to  deferve  your  protection  ! 
Mav  they  live  in  uninterrupted  happinefs, 
and  reward  us  for  all  the  care  and  pains  we 
have  taken  in  their  nurture  and  education ! 
— He  could  proceed  no  further,  and,  clafp- 
ing  each  other  in  their  arms, — broken  ac¬ 
cents  told  the  reft : - -But  from  this  dream 

of  blifs  they  were  foon  awakened,  by  the 
cries  of  the  diffracted  Margaret ,  who,  run¬ 
ning  into  the  room,  without  any  caution, 
cry’d  out,  oh!  Sir — mifs  Sophy — and  fell 
into  a  chair,  unable  to  fpeak  what  fhe  in¬ 
tended. — The  two  gentlemen  could  fcarce 
fupport  themfelves*,  but  at  length,  the 
maid  beginning  to  come  to  herfelf,  afk’d 
her  with  trembling  voice  the  meaning  of 
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her  outcry— oh  !  fhe  reply’d— matter  Ran* 
Ser  an^  nfifs  Sophy  are — are — no  more  I 
i  he  voice  of  a  cannon  burfting  into  the 
room  could  not  have  fill’d  them  with  fuch 
t-tiior—  the  blood  forfook  their  cheeks  and 
Mr.  Birch  fwoon’d  away,  whilft  Mr.  Ran- 
£ : r  hack  in  a  chair — his  bofom  heaving 

with  unutterable  fwellings  of  borrow ;  and 
fatal  it  had  been  to  them  both,  had  not  the 
apothecary  juft  then  enter’d  the  room,  and 
by  breathing  a  vein  in  the  arm  of  each,  in 
iome  meafure  reduc’d  to  moderation  their 
difturb  d  blood.  He  foon  underftood  the 
reafon  or  this  terrible  fcene,  and  walking 
up  flairs  found  real  caufe  for  all  thele  emo¬ 
tions  fo  burthenfome  and  deftrudtive  to  na¬ 
ture.  Poor  Sophy  overcome  with  the  view 
of  her  promis’d  felicity— her  fenfes  all  wan¬ 
dering  and  wild- — her  body  all  weakened 
with  her  diforder —Ob!  pity, pity,  allye  chap 
and  faithful  lovers — expir’d  in  Davy’s  em¬ 
brace,  with  her  dear  arm  round  his  neck— 
and  fighing  forth  his  name  in  broken  accentsT 
Davy — the  defpairing  Davy,  too  fenfible  of 
this,  lay  motionlefs  by  her  fide  deeply 
plung’d  in  a  fwoon  of  grief  and  furprize ! — 
In  fhort  the  view  was  fo  fhocking  that,  for 
home  moments  even  the  phyfical  minifter 
flood  aghaft*,  but  as  foon  as  he  recover’d 
himfelf,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  attempt¬ 
ed 
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ed  to  bleed  them,  had  preienceof  mind  fuf- 
ficient  to  bid  the  nurfe  go,  to  the  unhappy 
parents,  and  let  them  know  that  he  hop’d 
to  give  them  a  good  account  of  his  pati¬ 
ents,  and  when  fhe  return’d,  order’d  her  to 
fatten  the  door.  The  unhappy  Davy  bled 
freely  and  foon  came  to  life  ;  but  the  lovely 
Sophia  was  gone  for  ever. — In  her,  joy  had 
put  a  period  to  a  life  of  innocence  and 
truth.  Davy  foon  recollected  himfelf,  and 
all  the  mifery  to  which  he  was  reierv’d, 
and  notwithftanding  the  prefence  of  the  a- 
pothecary  and  nurfe,  flung  his  arms  round 
the  beautiful  corpfe,  and,  once  more,  ut¬ 
tering  moft  pathetic  lamentations,  fell  in- 
fenfible  by  its  fide.  Nothing  could  be  more 
touching  than  this  mournful  fcene,  which 
was  foon  heightened  by  the  two  fathers 
breaking  into  the  apartment,  and  becoming 
thoroughly  convinc’d  of  their  wretchednefs. 
Sad,  fad  reverfe !  Thofe  who  but  now  were 
rejoicing  in  making  each  other  happy,  were 
reduc’d  from  every  pleafing  reflection  to 
a  ftate  worfe  than  death.  Oh  Sophy  l  Sophy  ! 
oh  dear  daughter !  excellent,  ill  fated  maid  ! 
was  heard  on  every  fide,  and'  it  was  as 
much  as  the  attendants  could  do  to  fecure 
’em  from  feeling  and  aCting  all  the  moft 
violent  effeCts  of  defpair:  Whilft  the 
charming  angel  alone  was  at  peace,  and  a 
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lmile  imprinted  upon  her  countenance,  and 
perhaps  her  departed  fpirit  hovering  over 
the  mourners,  and  compaflionating  thefe 
proofs  of  their  fenfibility  and  affection. 
I  he  poor  old  father  fainted  feveral  times; 
but  at  length  was  got  away  and  carry’d  to 
bed;  tho’  it  was  the  greateft  tafk  imaginable 
to  get  the  paffionate  Davy  from  the  hap- 
Jels  Ipot.  He  beat  his  bread,  and  tore  his 
hair,  crying!  Oh!  my  Sophy ,  my  dear  So¬ 
phy!  I  am  not  able  to  teach  myfelf  to  live 
without  thee!  Dear  to  my  heart  and  eyes, 
as  you  have  ever  been — how  is  life  to  be 
fupported  whi  1ft  your  infpiring  voice  is  ne¬ 
ver,  never  more  to  be  heard  ! — Oh  why  did 
not  I  expire  with  you,  and  join  our  excel¬ 
lent  mothers,  and  that  amiable  filter  we 
have  fo  lately  felt  the  lofs  of!  Oh  Sophy  ! 
Sophy !  now  an  angel  in  the  regions  of  blifs, 
look  down  upon  me,  and  calm  the  violent 
motions  of  my  foul ! — Then  turning  to  his 
father  who  lat  in  an  infenfible  pofture, 
weeping  befide  the  bed — and,  oh!  my  dear 
father — killing  his  hand !  what  a  frefh  load 
of  anguifh  is  this  ?  Was  it  for  this  that  your 
goodnefs  confented  to  blefs  us?  Is  this  the 
event  of  your  unparallel’d  kindnefs  to  your 
foil  ?  Oh!  light  ceafe  to  Ihine  upon  a 
v/retch  doom’d  to  be  ever  unhappy ! 


Mr. 
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■  Mr.  Ranger ,  had,  by  this  time,  recover¬ 
ed  in  home  meafure  his  fenfes,  and  now  be¬ 
gan  to  realon  with  his  Ion,  affifted  by  tne 
apothecary,  who  was  a  very  fenfible  man; 
but  it  was  all  in  vain,  and  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  that,  at  length,  they 
dragg’d  him  from  the  melancholy  fcene, 
and  carry’d  him  home,  where  the  tranf- 
ports  of  both  father  and  ion,  were  renew’d 
with  frefn  violence,  nor  did  nature  yield  at 
all  to  the  calls  of  that  reviving  cordial 
fleep  during  the  whole  night.  But,  aias! 
this  was  not  the  completion  of  this  deeply 
tragic  event;  for  next  morning,  they  were 
fent  for,  and  defired  to  haften  to  poor  Mr. 
Birch ,  who  was  fo  extremely  ill  as  to  ren¬ 
der  his  life  uncertain.  His  lofs,  and  the 
violent  commotions  it  had  occafioned  in  his 
whole  frame,  were  too  fevere  for  a  perfon 
of  his  years  and  tender  nature  to  bear,  and, 
quite  fpent  and  exhaufted  of  fpirits  and 
tears,,  he  feem’d  fwiftly  fleeting  to  join  his 
lovely  daughter.  Tho’  nothing  elfe  would 
at  this  time  have  mov’d  either  father  or 
fon;  yet  the  moment  the  latter  was  made 
to  underftand  the  dear  man’s  requefl,  he 
cry’d,  Come,  my  father,  let  us  go  to  the 
theatre  of  death — and  may  providence 

make  me  happy  by  not.  differing  me  to 

leave 
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leave  it  till  1  am  releas’d  and  fent  to  join 
my  angelic  maid  ! 

Vv  hen  they  came  to  the  good  man’s  bed 
fide,  he  Aretch’d  out  both  his  hands,  which 
they  bedew  d  with  tears,  and  in  a  tremu¬ 
lous  tone  of  voice,  faid,  my  dear  friend, 
and  my  ever  dear  fon — for  fuch  I  ever  held 
you  in  my  eftimation — words  can’t  exprefs 
with  what  eagernefs  I  am  preparing  to  quit 
this  mortal  Aage,  fo  clouded  with  ills  and 
misfortunes — a  fure  indication  of  another 
and  better  ftate  of  exiftence.  To  convince 
us  of  this,  how  has  heaven  dealt  with  us? 
— But  yeflerday,  for  fome  minutes,  what 
fond  ideas  we  indulg’d  of  future  happinefs ; 
but  behold  it  all  vanifh’d  as  a  dream,  and* 
in  one  fatal  moment,  fee  us  hurry’d  to  the 
depth  of  defpair.  But,  oh  !  I  feel  that,  with, 
every  effort  that  reafon  can  make  ufe  of, 
with  all  the  precepts  of  religion,  of  chriftir 
anity,  to  aid  thefe  efforts,  I  am  merely  a 
man  and  a  father. — Here  the  tears  flopp’d 
his  utterance  for  fome  moments — at  length, 
jrefuming  himfelf,  he  continued — after  a  life 
of  labour  and  toil  I  am  now,  my  dear 
friends,  I  am  fure,  upon  the  verge  of  e- 
ternity,  and  going  to  refign  myfelf  into 
the  merciful  hands  of  my  Creator — the  laft 
of  my  unfortunate  family.  To  you,  my 
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dear  fonv  i  bequeath  (and  here  he  had  or¬ 
der’d  the  apothecary  and  nurfe  to  be  call’d 
in 'as  witneffes  of  his  verbal  teftament)  e- 
very  thing  I  may  die  pofTds’d  of,  and  de¬ 
fire  your  father  would  take  the  trouble  to 
fee  *  my  bequeft  performed  ;  and  I  befcech 
you,,  as  you  will  find  I  have  not  dy’d  in  bad 
circumftances,  that  you  would  take  care 
that  p@or  Margaret  is  fupported  for  the  re-., 
mainder  of  her  life,  and  that  her  wages, 
may  be  paid  her,  and  (lie  may  have  mourn¬ 
ing,  and  thefe  are  all  the  requefts,  I  fhall 
trouble  you  with*,  for  I  find  already  that 
further  fpeech  is  impoffible! — God  blefs 
and  preferve  you  both,  and  may  we  meet 
in  a  date  of  endlefs  happinefs,  and  rejoice 
in  the  prefence  of  the  righteous  Being,  the 
judge  of  all  the  earth!  Oh!  Sophyy  Sophy ! 
one  fmall  fpot  will  foon  enclofe  us  together 
— and  we  fhall  be  at  reft.  Mr.  Ranger  was 
melted  to  the  laft  degree,  and  as  to  Davy , 
kneeling  by  the  bed-fide,  he  lcan’d  his  face 
upon  his  clammy  hand,  and  cry’d.  Oh  my 
dear  father,  this  is  ftill  repeated  torture! — 
Oh  how  l  fhould  have  difplay’d,  for  the 
few  remaining  days  of  my  life,  my  ineftima- 
ble  love  for  my  Sophy's  memory,  by  che- 
rifhing  your  declining  years,  with  all  the 
tendetnefs  of  filial  duty! — Oh!  may  di* 

ftra&ion 
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ftradhon  not  feize  me,  * t ! J 1  I  Tee  all  your 
6car  commands  perform’d,  and  then  may 
we  join  you  in  thole  blifsfui  plains,  where 
the  juft  final i  ever  refide.  I  he  apothecary, 
and  a  phyfician  who  had  been  call’d  in, 
thinking  it  neceffary  that  their  patient 
fhould  be  left  to  his  repofe,  the  two  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  with  difficulty  prevail’d  upon 
to  leave  the  chamber;  but,  however,  Davy 
could  not  be  forc’d  to  leave  the  houfe, 
where  the  remains  of  his  departed  fair  and 
her  dying  father  were,  by  all  the  arguments 
that  his  father  could  ufe,  and  in  about  two 
hours  after  they  were  inform’d  by  the  at¬ 
tendants  that  Mr.  Birch  had  breath’d  his. 
Jaft,  expiring  with  a  calm  and  ferenity, 
that  can  only  be  obtain’d  at  this  dreadful 
period,,  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  a  life  well 
fpent,  of  integrity  and  innocence.  ' 

And  now,  at  length,  grief  and  tears 
were  overpowered  by  the  natural  calls  of 
reft  and  deep,  and  Davy  was  conftrain’d  to 
yield  to  them,  leaving  Margaret  and  the 
nurle  in  charge  of  the  houie,  and  having 
given  neceffary  orders  in  regard  to  the 
remains  of  the  departed 

Poor  Margaret ,  molt  fincerely  felt  thefe 
ftrokes,  and,  as  her  late  adventure  had  made 
great  alteration  in  her  temper,  folhe  partici¬ 
pated. 
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pated  in  her  young  matter's  grief  for  the  lofs 
of  her  matter  and  miftrefs,  with  abundance 
of  affe&ion.  As  Mr  .Ranger  was  refolved 
that  his  fon  fhould  be  as  little  as  pottible 
in  the  houfe  before  the  interment,  which 
he  ordered  with  a  great  deal  of  decency 
and  generofity,  he  forbore  looking  over 
the  effeds,  contenting  himfelf  to  take  a 
furvey  of  the  houfe,  and  to  lock  up,  or 
give  charge  of  fuch  places,  as  were  not 
ufed,  to  the  two  women.  They  were  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  fame  fpot  with  Mrs.  Birch ,  long 
fince  departed,  Davy  attending  as  chief 
mourner,  and  all  the  principal  citizens  fol¬ 
lowing  as  a  teftimony  of  their  laft  refpedl 
to  fo  excellent  a  man.  And  every  one 
joined  with  poor  Davy  in  his  grief,  who 
twice  fainted  at  the  grave,  his  mind  was  fo 
overcome  with  a  fenfe  of  his  great  and 
irretrievable  lofs.  Margaret  was  now  re¬ 
ceived  into  Mr.  Ranger's  family ;  for  that 
gentleman  had  refolved  to  maintain  her 
for  the  refidue  of  her  days,,  in  a  ftate  of 
eafe,  let  Mr.  Birch's  effects  ftand  as  they 
would,  and  Davy ,  who  bore  all  the  marks 
of  extreme  forrow,  confidering  how  many 
years  fhe  attended  his  Sophy ,  treated  her 
with  the  utmott  affection  and  was  refolved 
ever  to  continue  it :  And  in  a  convenient 

time 


E,l! 


§:$  jlRi ' 

Ilf  11 

3  fl;  llJ 


64  T*he  Juvenile  Adventures 

time  he  had  a  fine  monument  raifed  over 
her  grave,  with  the  following  infcription* 

Stay  Paflfenger ! 

In  this  fpot  is  interred*, 

All  that  was 
Mortal, 

Of  the  Rev.  and  Learned 
Mr.  George  Birch  ; 

Of 

Mrs.  Editha  Birch ,  his  wife, 

And  of 

Mifs  Sophia  Birch  his  deferv’mg 
And  excellent  Daughter. 

So  much  virtue  ! 

So  much  goodnefs ! 

Such  beauty  ! 

Such  fweetnels ! 

Never  fure  were  configned  to  one  grave 

together ! 

The  father,  was  aged  59, 

The  mother  3$, 

The  lovely  daughter  fixteen  years  and  four 

months. 

Oh !  Reader, 

Canft  thou  imagine  what  grief, 

What  anxiety,, 

Muft  fill  the  bofom  of  the  unhappy  youth 
Betrothed  to  fo  much  excellency  ? 
Words  are  too  faint 


To 
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To  depicture  his  forlorn,  his  miferable 

Situation. 

To  their  memories,  the  mourning 
David  Ranger , 

An  intended  ion-in-law  and  hufband. 
Has  eredted  this  monument  *, 

And,  at  the  age  of  feventeen, 
Experiences  all  the  bitternefs  of  this  frail 

And  tranfitory  life. 

Oh !  ever  deary  and  much  lov'd  maid  adieu  ! 
Thy  fleeting  image  fondly  I  purfue  ! 

Thy  image ,  which  no  time  can  e'er  erafe , 

Thy  charms  of  mind ,  thy  fo ft  endearing  face , 
That  tongue ,  whence  founds  harmonious  us' d 
to  flow  ; 

Sounds  that  would  chear  the  fadned  brow  of 
woe : 

Too  good  for  earth ,  heaven  f natch' d  thee  foots 
away , 

To  blejfed  manftom  of  eternal  day .  D.  R. 

The  whole  town  was  taken  with  this  tes¬ 
timony  of  affedtion  and  the  misfortune  of 
Davy  univerfaliy  bewailed. 

T.  he  late  Mr.  Birch  had  left  behind  him, 
in  caih,  near  600  pounds  and  his  books  and 
effedts,  and  the  monies  owing  him,  a- 
mounted  to  about  250/.  more,  without  the 
demand  of  a  Single  creditor ;  So  that,  when 
funeral  expences  and  all  other  incidents 

were 
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were  difcharged,  there  remained  ro  Davy 
upwards  of  700  pounds,  and  in  his  dear 
Sophy's  box  he  found  above  twenty  gui¬ 
neas,  which  the  deferving  maid  had  in 
her  hands  as  his  cafh  keeper.  The  fir  ft 
thing  he  did  was  to  pay  an  half  year’s 
wages  due  to  Margaret ,  and  then  he  pre¬ 
vailed  on  his  father  to  fettle  on  her  in  pro¬ 
per  hands,  twenty  pounds  per  annum,  during, 
her  life  •,  for  which  fhe  gratefully  returned 
abundance  of  thanks,  and  continued  to  live 
in  Mr.  Ranger  s  family  in  peace  and  plenty. 
Mr.  Rawer  became  feme  what  calm,  in 

o 

fome  confiderable  time  after  his  irreparable 
Ioffes ;  but  Davy ,  notwith  tending  his  youth 
and  natural  vivacity,  could  fcarce  get  over 
his  affliction  fo  as  to  endure  life  ;  he  was 
every  day  muting  and  ruminating  upon  his 
leafs,  calling  his  late  happinefs  to  mind, 
dwelling  perpetually  upon  the  beauty,  the 
fweetnefs  and  worth  of  the  objeft  of  his 
affection,  and  in  thefe  moods  the  tears  were 
every  minute  feen  to  ftart  from  his  eyes,  fo 
that  his  father  apprehended  the  ill  confe- 
quences  of  fo  fixed  and  fettled  a  forrow, 
and  feared  it  might  hurt  his  mind.  He  in¬ 
tended  him  for  trade,  and  therefore  had  no 
thoughts  of  fending  him  to  the  univerfity, 
and  as  he  had  finilhed  a  fchool  education 
with  great  advantages,  he  refolved  to  put 
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him  apprentice  to  fome  mercantile  friend* 
as  foon  as  his  grief  was  a  little  overcome  •, 
for  as  to  hirnfelf  he  was  endeavouring  to 
contradt  his  affairs  and  intended  to  leave 
off  bufinefs,  as  he  had  now  only  himfelf  and 
his  fon  to  care  for,  and  was  fufficien  tiy 
bleffed  with  the  goods  of  fortune.  He 
had  a  brother  at  Dublin ,  whom  he  pro- 
pofed  to  Davy  to  pay  a  vifit  to,  and  alfo 
adviled  him  to  go  and  wait  on  the  knight 
his  grandfather,  who  was  yet  living  \ 
but  very  old  and  infirm,  and  lie  under- 
ftood,  had  been  greatly  touched  with  the 
news  of.  the  lofs  of  his  daughter,  which 
had  however  been  too  fudden  to  admit  of 
an  interview  or  reconciliation,  which  he 
underftood  the  old  knight  began  very 
much  to  defire.  Davy  was  not  difpleafed 
with  his  father’s  propofal ;  he  hated  the 
very  name  of  Cork ,  and  had  long  filently 
wifhed  for  the  happinefs  of  an  opportunity 
of  quitting  it,  as  he  looked  upon  it  as  the 
grave  of  all  his  happinefs.  All  things 
were  therefore  got  ready,  and  he  took  a 
tender  farewell  of  his  father,  and  fet  out, 
attended  by  one  fervant,  upon  the  firft 
long  journey  he  ever  went,  bearing  letters 
to  his  uncle  and  the  reft  of  his  father’s 
friends  at  Dublin ,  which  he  reached  in 
five  days,  taking  up  a  good  deal  of  time 
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in  viewing  the  country  as  he  rode  along, 
which  did  fo  much  fervice  in  taking  off  his 
mind  from  the  late  melancholy  occurrences, 
that  he  began  to  imiie,  and  to  converfe 
with  more  freedom,  and  bid  fair  to  get  rid 
of  the  fharpnefs  of  his  torture,  fie  was 
received  at  Dublin*  with  very  great  affec¬ 
tion  by  his  uncle,  and  uncommon  marks 
of  diftindtion  by  his  father’s  friends,  who 
not  only  carryed  him  to  the  cadle,  and  to  all 
publick  places,  but  affociated  him  in  many 
diverfions  and  entertainments,  particularly 
thofe  of  tho  theatres,  which  revived  a  dif- 
pofition  that,  from  his  Ioffes  and  misfor¬ 
tunes,  had  been  very  nearly  obliterated  from 
his  mind.  At  Dublin  he  continued  two 
months,  conftantly  writing  to  his  father, 
who  with  pleafure  obferved,  by  the  (tile  of 
his  letters  that  his  mind  was  in  a  date  of 
more  eafe  and  compoiure.  However  his 
griefs  followed  him  dill  with  great  vio¬ 
lence,  and  often  the  darting  tear  would 
moiflen  his  eye,  and  the  heaving  figh  burft 
from  his  bofom. 

And  now,  taking  leave  of  all  his  friends, 
he  fet  out  for  his  grandfather’s,  and  in 
two  days  arrived,  without  any  accident,  at 
Maryborough ,  and  in  two  days  after  at 
Tulla,  near  which  his  grandfather’s  feat 
was,  about  eight  miles  from  the  town. 

•  His 
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H  is  appearance  foon  procured  him  a  good 
reception  in  the  place,  not  very  greatly  re- 
forted  to  but  by  the  neighbouring  nobility 
and  gentry,  and  after  fome  little  refrefh- 
ment  he  fet  out,  the  very  morning  of  his 
arrival  to  wait  upon  his  grandfather,  who 
was  now  in  his  ninety-firft  year,  and  yet 
alive  and  well.  The  old  manfion  houfe 
(food  in  the  centre  of  a  kind  of  grove, 
whofe  age  fcemed  to  vye  with  that  of  the 
earth  itfelf,  and  a  moat  of  fome  feet  wide 
furrounded  the  whole,  over  which  nothing 
but  a  draw- bridge  admitted  fuch  vifiters  as 
were  fuffer’d  to  enter  the  purlieus  of  this 
retreat;  for  his  honour  was  fo  extremely 
fufpicious,  and  fo  remarkably  covetous, 
that  he  had  feldom  other  company  than 
his  old  maid,  of  near  his  own  (landing, 
and  two  men  fervants,  that  had  rather  the 
look  of  partriarchs,  then  of  domefticks  to 
a  gentleman.  His  Raps ,  as  the  Irifh  pea- 
fants  are  there  call’d,  were,  to  a  man,  his 
(laves  ;  as  indeed  is  too  much  the  cafe  in 
fome  parts  of  Ireland ,  and  trembled  even 
at  his  voice;  and,  when  Davy  afk’d  feveral 
of  them,  as  he  rode  along,  how  far  he  had 
to  go,  to  fuch  an  houfe,  they  would  an- 
fwer — Arra,  by  my  fhoul — and  if  you  had 
but  no  more  to  the  devil,  you’d  foon  be 
there — and  not  much  worle  off  neither. 

How- 
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However  Davy  was  not  to  be  difeourag’d, 
though  he  pictur’d  to  himfelf,  perhaps,  as 
odd  a  reception  as  it  was  poffible  fdr  him 
to  meet  with.  The  family  intelligencer, 
or  houfe-bell,  was  fufpended  on  two  pofts, 
within  about  five  yards  of  the  moat,  which 
he  had  no  fooner  rang,  then  a  hoarfe  voice, 
like  that  of  a  centinel  in  a  garrifon,  cry’d 
—Who’s  there  ? — what  d’ye  want  ?  Davyy 
was  at  firfl  determin’d,  as  he  faw  no  body, 
not  to  anfwer  •,  but,  however,  not  willing 
to  be  a  tranfgreffor,  he  holla’d  out — pray 
tell  me,  is  Sir  Patrick  Dillon  within? — if 
he  is,  tell  him  my  name  is  Ranger ,  a  very 
near  relation  of  his,  and  I  fhould  be  very 
glad  to  wait  upon  him. — Ranger ,  replied 
the  voice,  I’ll  go  and  tell  him — perhaps  if 
lie  knows  you,  you  may  fee  him,  if  he’s 
at  leifure.  ’Twas  a  full  half  hour,  before 
the  envoy  return’d,  when  the  draw  bridge 
was  let  down,  and  an  old  fellow  in  a  very 
tarnifh’d  livery,  which  difplayed  the  lofs  of 
its  lace  many  years  fince,  fallied  forth  over 
it,  and  told  the  young  gentleman  that  Sir 
Patrick  expected  him  in  his  apartment. 
Three  or  four  maftiffs  who  growl’d  like  the 
many  headed  Cerberus ,  efcorted  the  vifitor, 
and  feem’d,  as  he  thought  famifhed  and 
fierce  enough  to  have  devour’d  him  and  his 
fervant,  who,  with  fome  difficulty  he  a!fo 

got 
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got  admitted  with  him,  tho*  the  old  me¬ 
nial  had  not  before  feen  him,  and  conse¬ 
quently  could  not  poffibly  inform  his  lord 
of  him.  Davy  thought  he  had  got  into  an 
enchanted  caftle,  he  was  carry’d  through  fo 
many  Terpentine  walks  and  mazy  alleys,  fo 
over  grown  with  weeds  and  crowded  with 
wood,  that  it  brought  to  his  mind  the 
bower  of  Robinfon  Crufoe ,  fo  well  defcrib’d 
by  the  elaborate  Daniel  Defoe ,  which  in  his 
infancy  he  had  read  of,  in  that  deleftable 
hiftory.  After  about  ten  minutes  walk, 
they  came  to  a  range  of  ftabling,  which 
had  long  ago  loft  all  their  contents,  of 
Halls,  mangers,  &c,  the  former  of  which 
were  fupply’d  by  a  large  bafket  and  a  hog 
trough,  and  here  they  tether’d  up  their 
horfes,  between  whom  their  conduftor 
generoufly  offered  to  divide  a  lock  of  hay  ; 
but  the  beafts  had  been  too  well  fed  a tTul- 
la  not  to  refufe  fuch  ufuage.  In  about  five 
minutes  afterwards,  they  got  fight  of  the 
manfion,  which  had  more  timber  about  it 
than  two  firft  rate  men  of  war,  and  the 
windows  had  the  appearance  rather  of  loop 
holes  then  cafements,  and  were  exceflively 
full  of  the  chafrns  of  time  and  accident.  The 
portal  to  this  huge  antique  fabrick  was 
fmall,  a  very  apt  emblem  of  the  generofity 
of  the  pofleffor,  who  though  his  eftate  was 

up- 
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upwards  of  five  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
had  never  been  known  to  fpend  the  fifth 
part  of  it.  Diftrefs  had  never  mov’d  his 
flinty  bofom  to  companion;  griping  po¬ 
verty  never  had  the  power  to  open  his 
hard  clench’d  fift  to  its  relief,  and,  though 
a  widower  for  many  years,  with  one  foot 
in  the  grave,  he  continued  incorrigibly  deaf 
to  every  call  of  humanity,  and  every  "pafli- 
on,  but  that  for  which  the  famous  Crajfus 
received  fo  juft  and  remarkable  a  punifli- 
ment.  His  whole  time,  fave  his  fcanty 
meal  times,  was  taken  up  in  turning  over 
and  difpoling  in  his  iron  or  other  chefts, 
the  pelf,  every  penny  almoft  of  which  had 
been  purloin’d  from,  or  deny’d  to,  the  re¬ 
peated  cries  of  nature  and  confcience.  And 
who  was  this  wretch,  thus  mortifying  him- 
i el f  for?  As  to  relation,  but  Davy  and  his 
father,  he  had  none,  and  it  could  not  be 
from  kindnels  to  them,  fince  he  never 
would  look  upon  his  daughter,  and  per¬ 
haps  never  thought  of  her  ’till  he  heard  of 
her  death.  It  muft  then  arife  from  a  curfed 
habit,  which  alike  fofters  many  abfurdities 
in  life,  of  placing  his  chief  felicity  in  the 
furvey  of  his  full  bags.  This  might  fpring 
at  firft,  from  a  laudable  principle  of  care 
and  oeconomy,  and  providing,  by  frugality 
and  parfimory,  for  the  future  cails  of  life  •, 

but. 


f/DAVID  RANGER.  73 

but,  at  length,  contemplating  upon  the  en- 
creaie  of  fortune  growing  into  habit ,  the 
means  or  inftrument  to  happinefs,  came 
to  be  thought  happinefs  itfelf,  and  the  god 
Plutus  was  worfhip’d  for  his  own  intrinfick 
weight,  and  value,  without  regard  to  the 
felicities  and  reafonable  gratifications  and 
ufes  of  life,  he  was  intended  to  fecure. 
This  becoming  a  fix’d  principle,  fhut  out 

? ZTl  °ther;  h«n|°,ur’  honefty,  humanity, 
the  tender  ties  of  blood,  nay  which  is  ftran- 

ger,  even  the  fupport  of  that  life  which 

houlc I  ieem  to  be  valu’d  only  for  its  pofef- 

non  Oj  the  fhining  ore,  are  now  negleded  ' 

and  no  more.  And,  indeed,  the  fitteft 

punifliment  that  could  be  inflicted  on  a 

dl  m’,  7  ,  be.thaC  °f  bein3  deferted  by 

therein  ->d  ^  ‘TUr’d  with  his  «!h, 

ferable  lif,  ^  remainder  cfa  mi- 

leraole  11  re.  But  to  proceed. 

a  kmd  of  wi,dei'nefs  place 

jr&y  **  co„d„a„r  ils 

his  ord  0l  their  near  approach;  but  he 
would  not  venture  to  leave  them  alone  and 

i’Tet°eyea'  m°r  °'d  M"Pj“ to  k«P 

in  ner  eye,  till  his  return,  tho’  there  was 
nothing  to  Real  but  a  few  rally  firelocks 

and  fwords,  a  long  table,  fonJ  reverend 

benches,  and  a  large  Dair  nf  it,  y  . 

,  ‘ir&c  Pair  ot  nags  antlers, 

’  yL*  I,  i  1  •  . 

^  which 
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which  adorn’d  the  upper  end  of  this  fuperb 
antichamber.  Never  was  Davy  more  fur- 
priz’d  and  diverted  than  when  the  conduc¬ 
tor  return’d,  accompany’d  with  his  fellow 
fervants,  both  arm’d  with  blunderbuffes  •, 
for  the  old  knight  had  enquired  into  their 
appearance,  and,  underftanding  they  were 
robuft,  flout  made  young  fellows,  guarded, 
in  that  manner,  againft  any  aflault  that 
might  be  made  upon  his  darling  treafure. 
When  they  mov’d  on,  one  of  the  mulque- 
tiers  led  the  van,  and  the  other  brought  up 
the  rear,  and  thus  proceeding,  thro’  a  range 
of  antique  apartments,  and  up  a  wide  flair- 
cafe  ;  at  length  they  arrived  at  the  door  of 
a  little  apartment,  which,  upon  ringing  a 
bell,  was  open’d  by  a  mod  extraordinary 
figure — a  half  flarv’d  creature,  tall  and  lean, 
bowing  under  the  weight  of  vears,  with  a 
face,  in  which  all  the  difagreeable  and  un- 
fociable  traits  of  anger,  fufpicion,  jea.loufy, 
were  flrongly  mark’d.  He  was  clad  in  a 
night-gown,  which,  by  its  many  patches 
denoted  variety  of  wretchcdnefs ,  and  his 
ftockings,  nippers  and  tarnifh’d  velvet  cap, 
leem’d  of  the  fame  age  with  his  gown. 
He  flar’d,  wildly,  at  Davy,  and  his  man, 
for  forne  time,  and,  at  length,  with  a  tre¬ 
mulous  voice  aik’d  him  to  walk  in,  which 
he  had  no  fooner  done,  than  he  abruptly 
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Unit  the  door,  leaving  his  guards  and  at¬ 
tendant  without.  I  he  room  was  clutter’d 
up^with  chefts,  boxes  and  trunks,  and  lit¬ 
ter’d  with  papers  and  parchments,  fome  of 
which  lay  on  a  table  before  him,  and  the 
gloom  of  the  cobweb’d  windows  w'as  fuch, 
that  a  man  of  lefs  courage  than  Davy  would 
have  been  in  as  much  fear  as  if  he  had  been 
before  a  Portuguefe  inquifitor. — What’s  your 
name?  fays  the  old  fellow— fourly.  Ran¬ 
ger,  Sir,  he  reply’d,  and  gave  him  a  let¬ 
ter  which  contain’d  only  thefe  few  lines. 

Honoured  Sir , 

THE  bearer  is  my  only  fon,  and  the  fon 
of  your  dear  departed  daughter,  who 
died  in  my  arms,  and  with  her  laft  breath 
remembered  you  in  her  prayers.  He  was 
glad  to  take  an  opportunity  to  fee  you  and 
pay  his  duty  to  you,  which  1  approv’d  of 
his  doing,  and,  as  he  is  now  the  only  heir 
male  of  °ur  families,  and  I  am  fure  is  po- 
e  ted  of  every  good  quality  that  can  adorn 
a  man,  I  hope  you  will  be  kind  enough 
to  receive  him  in  a  tender  manner,  which 
will  oblige  highly,  honoured  Sir, 

Tour  mofi  dutiful  and  affeBionqje 
bon  and  humble  Servant , 

Richard  Ranger. 
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When  he  had  read  it  over,  which  took 
up  fome  time,  as  every  moment  his  eyes 
were  taken  off  to  fee  that  his  gueft  purloin’d 
or  laid  his  hands  upon  nothing  about  him, 
he  faid,  Well,  Sir,  I  am  glad  to  fee  you — 

I  hope  you’ll  behave  well — but  I  have  no 
lodging  for  you — no  bed  that  has  any  fur¬ 
niture  but  thole  us’d  by  my  family  !  How 
long  d’ye  intend  to  flay  ?  Oh  !  Sir,  Davy 
reply’d,  fmoking  the  old  man’s  difpofition, 

I  fhall  not  be  inclin’d  to  ftay  many  days — 
but  juft  to  look  about  me — lor  my  father 
expedts  me  foon  home,  as  I  am  going  into 
a  gentleman’s  compting-houfe  at  Cork— 
and  I  long  to  be  at  bufinefs,  for  I  think  a 
man  would  hardly  deferve  to  live,  unlefs 
he  made  fure  of  every  opportunity  of  turn¬ 
ing  the  penny,  and  of  keeping  it  too.  And 
as  to  living — I  believe  it  has  not  colt  me  a- 
bove  ten  fhillings,  upon  the  road  from, 
Dublin  to  your  houfe.  Inns  are  very  extra¬ 
vagant,  and  therefore  I  have  in  general 
quartered  at  fuch  houfes,  where,  tho’  1  wait¬ 
ed  on  myfelf,  I  was  fure  to  come  off  cheap¬ 
ly  in  my  reckonings.  I  he  knight,  during 
this  recommendation  to  his  favour,  ey  d 
him  from  head  to  foot,  with  an  approving 
look,  and  when  he  had  concluded  his 
fpeech,  return’d. — Why  my  lad— I  fee  thou 
underftandeft  how  to  live— I  have  not,  lor 
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the  felf-fame  reafon,  been  near  an  inn  or  ta¬ 
vern  for  forty  years.  I’m  glad  thou  haft 
fome  of  my  blood  in  thee — I  verily  am; 
but  thy  father  was  an  idle  extravagant 
young  fellow — did  not  know  his  own  iqte- 
reft — had  he  pleas’d  me  and  fettled  at  Li - 
tnertck ,  we  fhould,  by  this  time,  have  had 
ail  the  eftates  in  the  county  in  our  hands  — 
there  are  the  writings  of  twenty  of  them 
upon  that  fhelf — of  eftates  belonging  to 
young  fpend thrift  fellows,  that  don’t  like 
you  and  I,  know  the  value  of  money. — 
Come,  I  fuppofe  you  are  dry,  I’ll  ring  for 
a  cup  of  ale,  for  1  never  keep  wine  in  the 
houfe — it  would  be  a  temptation  to  fervants 
to  rob  me  of  it,  and  then  get  drunk  and  rob 
me  of  fomething  more  valuable.  I  never 
drink  wine,  returns  Davy , — ale  is  my  li¬ 
quor — ’tis  cheap,  and  is  alio  meat  drink 
and  cloth  to  one — Well  laid  again,  boy,  re¬ 
turns  the  knight — I’m  of  your  mind — what 
think  ft  of  a  cruft  of  bread  and  cheefe — for 
]  feidom  eat  any  thing  elfe  for  dinner. 
Why,  bir,  lays  Davy ,  again,  I  am  very 
like  you  in  thefe  matters — molt  of  the  dif- 
oiders  of  the  human  body  are  occafioned 
by  too  great  repletion,  and  mankind  are 
corrupted  by  luxury  and  excefs — commend 
me  to  thofe  happy  times,  when  the  fup- 
port  of  nature  did  not  occalion  fuch  a  wafte 
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or  time;  when  the  date  or  the  almond  was 
a  regale,  and  the  lalubrious  ftreams  of  the 
full  udder,  or  the  chryffal  rivulet,  afforded 
health  and  refreshment:  But  now,  the  care 
or  the  belly,  takes  up  fo  much  of  our  lives, 
that  every  other  more  valuable  considera¬ 
tion  is  neglected.  The  old  man  was  ready 
to  jump  from  his  chair  for  joy  of  wjiat 
he  heard,  and,  going  to  the  door,  ordered 
all  the  three  attendants  down  into  the  but¬ 
tery,  bid  them  feed  the  footman,  and 
bring  up  Some  bread  and  cheefe  and  ale  for 
him  and  his  child,  fo  much  was  he  over¬ 
come  as  to  ule  that  epithet.  Pie  even, 
now,  whilft  they  were  munching  their  meal, 
a  He’d  him  feveral  queftions  about  his  late 
mother,  and  about  his  father,  who  Davy 
deferib’d  as  very  rich  and  frugal,  and  told 
him  the  ftory  of  Mr.  Birch's  having  left 
him  a  legacy,  which  adds  he,  has,  by  pru¬ 
dent  lending  out,  gain’d  a  fro  re  Since  I  had  it, 
and  thank  God  is  at  work  forme  flill.  Aye, 
aye,  fays  Sir  Patrick ,  that’s  the  only  way— 
as  to  my  part  all  my  money  is  out;  but  a 
little  current  carta  ;  I  keep  none  of  it  to 
moulder  away  at  home,  no,  no,  I  know 
better  by  far.  I  am  glad  our  tempers  are 
fo  alike.  ’T  would,  I  own,  be  a  great  mor¬ 
tification  to  me  to  leave  a  penny  to  a  man 
that  did  not  know  the  value  of  money, 

which 
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which  no  one  can  fo  well  do  as  he  that  has 
had  the  trouble  of  getting  it,  and  the  care 
of  preferving  it.  Well,  young  man,  fhak- 
ing  him  by  the  hand,  you  may  ftay  with 
me  a  day  or  two,  we  have  got  fome  fowl¬ 
ing  pieces  and  dogs,  and  you’ll  find  fport, 
without  going  over  the  moat.  I  have  a> 
large  extent  of  ground,  within  myfelf, 
which  thou’lt  have  by  and  by,  if  1  continue 
to  like  thee  as  well  as  I  do  at  this  fird  in¬ 
terview. — Yes,  I’ll  fee  if  my  houfekeeper 
can  make  up  a  bed  for  thee,  and  as  to  thy 
man — who  I  hope  is  honed,  he  fhall  lye 
with  my  fellows — or  with  her,  ha!  ha!  if 
fhe’ll  let  him,  for  1  believe  he  can  hardly 
do  her  much  harm*,  thou  finaltdye  in  thy 
mother’s  chamber — poor  girl— fiae  almoit 
broke  my  heart;  but  its  now  over,  and  I’m 
glad  fhe  has  left  fuch  a  fon.  By  this  dif- 
eourfe,  it  was  plain  Davy's  difcourfe  and 
the  ale,  which  was  very  firong,  had  exhi- 
ierated  his  fpirits,  and  he  refolv’d  to  put 
on  a  coat  and  walk  with  his  grandfon,  to 
fhew  him  all  parts  of  his  houfe.  Davy ,  ever 
attendant  to  ingratiate  himfelf,  as  they 
were  going  out  of  the  room,  perceived  a 
crud  of  bread  that  was  left,  which  he  took 
up,  very  foberly,  and  put  it  into  his  poc¬ 
ket,  laying,  there’s  no  fooling,  Sir,  on  a 
march — we  may  be  hungry  when  we  are  out 
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^  can  c  bear  to  fee  any  thing  wafted, 
I  his  action  and  tftefe  words  were  rewarded 
by  the  kindeft  look  imaginable,  and  abun¬ 
dance  of  applaufe,  and  the  old  knight  even 
hugg  d  himfelf  in  the  fimilarity  of  their 
tvvo  tempers,  and  as  they  went  out,  he 
ftepp’d  into  the  kitchen,  and  foftly  order’d 
his  old  woman,  Dorothy ,  to  hang  on  the 
pot,  with  a  fowl  and  a  piece  of  bacon*, 
which  made  her  flare  at  him,  the  pot 
hooks  fcarce  having  fupported  fuch  fare  a- 
bove  once  in  a  twelvemonth. 

I  hey  each  of  them  bore  a  fowling  piece, 
and,  in  their  ramble,  Davy  fhot  a  brace  of 
pa;  fridges,  upon  which  his  fire  call’d  him  a 
lucky  man,  and  obferving  to  him  that  his 
flables,  barns,  and  fo  forth,  were  much  out  of 
repair,  told  him  now  he  had  feen  and  lik’d 
his  heir,  perhaps  he  might  repair  ’em— 
tho5  repairs  coft  a  great  deal  of  money ! — ■ 
But,  now,  I  fhail  infift  upon  feeing  thee 
every  year,  and  mayhap  I  may  intruft  thee 
with  fome  of  my  little  affairs.  By  this 
time  they  had  finifh’d  their  round  of  this 
wildernels,  and  dinner  might  be  fuppofed 
to  be  near  done  enough,  therefore  the  old 
gentleman  obferv’d  that  he  had  order’d  a 
little  matter  hot  to  regale  them  after  their 
fatigue,  and  by  their  watches  it  mud  be 
almoft  ready  for  the  table.  With  his  hand 

upon 
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upon  his  grandfon’s  fhoulder,  he  trudg’d  a- 
long  homewards,  and  arriv’d  juft  as  Doro¬ 
thy  was  going  to  fend  in  purfuit  of  them, 
being  puffing  and  blowing  in  the  door-way, 
with,  lord,  Sir,  your  honour  has  tarried  lo 
long,  that  the  fowl  muft  be  boil’d  to  pieces 
almoft,  tho’  I  took  the  pot  off  feveral 
times.  Well,  well,  Dorothy ,  now  let’s 
have  it,  we  are  ready  tor  it,  and  I  think  my 
walk  has  got  me  a  ftomach — Have  you  laid 
the  cloth  in  the  be  ft  parlour  as  I  bid  you? 
Yes  and’t  pleafe  your  honour,  fhe  return’d  *, 
upon  which  he  cry’d  out,  come  along,  boy, 
if  my  judgment  is  right,  you’ll  eat  part  of 
as  fine  a  barn  door  fowl  as  ever  was  twifted 
between  the  teeth.  The  beft  parlour  was 
indeed  the  beft  furnifh’d  apartment  in  the 
whole  houfe,  and  fhone  with  a  profufion  of 
old  fafhioned  Japan  cabinets  and  glaffes, 
and  a  load  of  china  that  no  doubt  had  been 
handed  down  in  the  family  from  the  days 
of  good  queen  Befs .  In  fhort,  they  lac 
down  and  fed  heartily,  and,  as  the  Fowl, 
and  the  bacon,  and  the  ale  were  excel¬ 
lent,  Davy ,  without  ftraining  for  a  comple¬ 
ment,  gave  them  their  due,  and  they  con¬ 
cluded  their  meal  with  a  glafs  of  ufque- 
baugh,  which  was  with  great  caution  drawn 
from  a  fecret  locker,  that,  as  the  knight 
faid,  had  not  been  look’d  into  for  five  or 
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fix  years  before.  The  iervants  were  novy 
call’d  in  to  take  their  repaft,  whilft  the  old 
gentile  undertook  to  teach  his  grandfon  to 
play  at  chefs  at  the  other  end  of  the  room, 
which  he  would  not  remove  from  ’till  the 
Iervants  had  din’d,  when  he  turn’d  ’em 
out,  bag  and  baggage,  and  locking  and 
bolting  the  door,  fecur’d  the  contents  of 
the  room,  and  march’d  up  flairs  with  his 
guefi,  into  his  old  apartment,  about  which, 
when  he  enter’d,  he  pry’d  very  curioufly, 
fearful  of  its  having  been  invaded  in  his  ab- 
fence,  tho’  the  devil  himfelf  could  hardly 
have  got  in,  it  was  fo  fecur’d  with  double 
locks,  bars  and  bolts,  at  his  leaving  it. 
The  knight  then  told  his  heir  that  he  had 
liv’d  more  luxurioufly  that  day,  and  had 
eat  more  than  he  had  done  for  fome  years, 
having  twice  din’d,  as  he  faid,  which  was 
owing  to  his  good  company,  and  his  obfer- 
vation  that  he  was  very  much  like  him  in 
his  difpofition.  They' talk’d  over  family 
Tories,  for  he  grew  very  narrative,  ’till  bed¬ 
time,  when  they  configned  themfelves  to 
their  repofe,  after  the  knight  had  patrol’d 
thro’  the  houfe,  feen  every  door  and  win¬ 
dow  faflen’d,  and,  goaler  like,  had  the  keys 
brought  up  and  laid  on  his  table  before 
him:  And  truly,  his  houfhold  always  kept 
garrifon  hours,  feldom  being  fufl’er’d  to  fie 
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up  after  nine  o’clock,  either  in  winter  or 
fummer.  Davy  flept  very  well,  and  went 
to  reft  pleas’d  with  the  adventures  of  the 
Dreceedmg  day,  and  with  his  having  in<m- 
aged  matters7  fo  fwimmingly  with  his 
grandfather,  whofe  regard  he  had  .tnus  at- 
trailed  by  innocently  humouring  his  ruling 
foible,  The  next  day  they  again  went  out 
with  their  pieces,  and  kill’d  a  hare,  wnich, 
with  the  birds  Davy  knock’d  down  the  day 
before,  made  them  a  fine  regale  at  oinnei, 
and  the  remainder  flipp’d  them  plentifully, 
and  at  night  the  heart  of  Sir  Patrick  being 
open,  he  told  him,  that  200/.  a  year  mould 
be  his,  at  his  d.eath,  and  that,  over  and  a- 
bove,  he  would  leave  him  and  his  fat  he  1 
fome  cafh ;  but  that  as  to  the  left  oi.  Ins 
fortune,  which  was  of  his  own  acquit ing, 
he  had  refolv’d  to  difpole  of  it  elfewhere, 
whenever  God  fhould  take  him  to  him  left. 
This  ftartled  Davy,  as  needing  fome  expla¬ 
nation;  but  he  dared  not,  he  thought,  take 
upon  himfelf  to  move  for  it,  at  this  full  vi- 
fit,  and  moft  thankfully  took  two  Jacobus's, 
which  the  knight  gave  him  as  pocket  pieces, 
to  keep  for  his  fake,  telling  him  if  he 
fhew’d  them  to  him  next  time  ne  came,  he 
wou  Id  then  double  his  prefent.  Nay,  the 
favour  he  had  gain’d  extended  !o  lar,  that 

he  would  fee  him  fafe  to  Tulla,  where  he 
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parted  with  Davy  with  great  affection,  and 
ther  eVCn  MS  kmd  J°Ve  by  ilim  to  his  fa' 

This  diverting  and  extraordinary  vifit 
did  great  fervice  to  Davy’s  mind,  as  it  con- 
ii billed  to  keep  him  fiom  poring  upon  the 
lo.s  of  his  Sophy,  which  ftill  haunted  him 
with  confiderable  violence.  He  arrived  in 
rour  days  at  Kildare ,  from  whence  he  ftruck 

Ci  c,  .  /i  t  7  i  *  i  ^  a  i  came 

late  to  Clonmel,  Jittle  more  than  a  day’s  jour-  - 

ney  from  Cork,  where  he  put  up  at  the  Kim’s 
Dead,  tne  beft  inn  in  the  town,  and  was  ef- 
coited  by  the  landlord  into  an  handfome  a- 
partment,'  where,  by  the  fire,  fat  a  tali 
well  looking  man,  who  attraded  the  re¬ 
gard  of  Mr.  Ranger  at  firft  fight,  by  a  cer¬ 
tain  lupenority  of  afpedt  to  that  of  the 
common  fort  of  people,  which,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  ftnkes  us  with  refpeft,  pleafes 
us.  The  landlord,  who  was  an  Engltjhman , 
addreffing  himfelf  to  his  new  gueft,  faid. 
Sir,  I  hope  you’ll  excufe  my  introducing 
you  into  the  company  of  this  gentleman^ 
but  indeed  I  could  not  avoid  n,  unleft  I 
had  carry’d  you  into  a  room  that  I  thought 
inferior  to  your  appearance,  and  I  hope 
captain,  dire&ing  himfelf  to  the  other’ 
you’ll  pardon  me  on  the  fame  fcore.  The 
captain,  as  we  liiaii  call  him,  by  this  time 

had 
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refpedfully  got  up  and  bow’d  to  Mr.  Ran - 
ger^  who  return’d  his  falute  with  great  po- 
litenefs,  and  reply’d,  I  fhall  be  greatly  de¬ 
ceiv’d  in  that  gentleman’s  countenance,  if 
you  have  not  made  me  very  happy  in  pro¬ 
moting  this  interview,  and  for  my  part,  re¬ 
turn’d  the  flranger,  you  have  already  fo  ini- 
prefs’d  my  mind  with  a  regard  for  you, 
Sir,  that  I  believe  I  fhall  look  upon  this 
meeting  as  a  very  fortunate  one,  and  will 
fpare  no  pains  to  render  myfelf  agreeable 
to  you.  More  complements  of  the  fame 
kind  pad,  which  foon  admitted  of  a  truce, 
by  their  fitting  down  oppofite  to  each  o- 
ther,  and  the  calling  for  a  bottle  of  wine, 
which  being  come,  they  drank  each  other’s 
healths,  with  great  politenefs,  and  the  dif- 
courfe  fell,  as  ufual  iri  fuch  cafes,  upon  the 
condition  of  the  roads,  the  fatigues  and 
pleafures  of  travelling,  and  whence  they 
came,  and  whether  they  were  bound,  and 
otner  luch  important  matters,  which  gener¬ 
ally  fill  up  the  vacancies  of  time,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  want  of  reflexion,  and  of  fome- 
what  more  to  the  purpofe. 

The  captain,  as  before  obferv’d,  was 
tall  and  well  made,  and  feem’d  about  forty 
years  of  age,  and  had  a  moft  infinuating 
voice,  and  a  fet  of  features  that  wfere  pro^ 
digioufiy  agreeable.  He  was  attir’d  in  a 
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filvcr  lac  d  hat,  fomewhat  the  worfe  for 
wear,  which  cover’d  a  fpencer  wig,  that 
bore  frill  more  the  marks  of  time  in  its 
ilrait  hairs  and  its  pifs-burnt  hue.  His 
coat,  or  rather  frock,  was  blue,  and  of  the 
hunting  fafhion,  and,  being  open,  difco- 
ver’d  an  embroider’d  waidcoat,  which 
might  fome  twenty  years  before  have  bead¬ 
ed  of  being  new.  He  was  booted  and 
fpuir’d,  and  feem’d  to  have  not  long  a- 
lighted  from  a  long  journey.  Davy  and 
his  companion  agreed  to  fup  together, 
and  accordingly  order’d  a  rabbet,  fmother- 
ed  with  onions,  for  their  fupper,  adifh  the 
former  was  very  fond  of,  and  on  which  the 
latter  bellow’d  the  warmed  encomiums ; 
and  meantime  the  glafs  circulated  merrily 
round,  and  foon  overcame  that  referve 
which  is  fo  natural  in  drange  and  unex¬ 
pected  company.  Davy  inform’d  the  cap¬ 
tain  who  he  was,  and  the  captain  as  frank¬ 
ly  told  him,  his  name  was  Dennis  Macken¬ 
zie,  that  he  was  a  reduced  officer  of  foot, 
but  at  prefent  follow’d  another  calling. — • 
Here  he  dopp’d  diort,  nor  did  the  native 
modedy  of  Davy  permit  him  to  afk  a  fur¬ 
ther  explanation,  though  he  long’d  to  hear 
what  his  prefent  calling  was.  However, 
the  bottle,  after  fupper,  put  the  matter 
nearly  out  of  doubt  •,  for  amongd  other  to- 
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picks,  they  fell  upon  that  of  dramatick  per¬ 
formances,  in  which  Mr.  Ranger  foon  dif- 
cover’d  his  new  acquaintance  to  be  very 
well  {kill’d,  nor  could  the  captain  help 
{hewing  his  plealure  at  the  depth  of  Davy’ s 
judgment,  in  theatrical  reprefentation.  Ac 
'length  the  fubjed  roll’d  upon  the  cataftro- 
phe  of  our  tragedies,  which  Davy  objeded 
to,  as  often  leaving  the  virtuous  and  great 
charaders  in  the  arms  of  death,  where 
as  he  thought  virtue  ought  to  be  trium¬ 
phant,  and  furvive  the  baleful  attacks  of 
villainy  and  cruelty.  The  captain  would 
have  recurr’d  to  the  pradile  of  the  ancients 
to  jultify  the  contrary  •,  and  inftanc’d  in 
ibme  of  the  old  tragedians,  with  whofe  ori¬ 
ginal  language  he  did  not  feem  unacquaint¬ 
ed.  However,  in  the  clofe  of  the  difpute, 
he  very  judicioufly  obferv’d,  that  to  judge 
of  the  propriety  of  a  cataftrophe,  it  would 
be  proper  to  examine  the  mediums  by 
■which  the  propofed  defign  is  purfued.  He 
further  faid,  chat  what  was  intended  for 
the  inftrudion  of  the  generality  of  people, 
fhould  not  be  too  much  refin’d  •,  that  per- 
fons  fhould  be  incited  to  virtue,  by  {hew¬ 
ing  them  the  advantages  which  refult  from 
it,  even  in  this  life  ;  and  which,  tho’  ante¬ 
cedent  to,  are  not  incompatible  with  thole 
of  a  future  ftate  j  that  where  the  bufineis 
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°f  ci  ram  a,  was  to  difplay,  by  one  uni¬ 

form  feries,  the  worth  of  the  virtuous 
and  innocent,  a  felicitous  period  fhould 
crown  their  toils  and  ftruggles  through  the 
bitternefs  oi:  diftrefs,  and  this  is  recommend¬ 
ing  thole  good  characters  direffly  to  the  au¬ 
dience,  but  when  thefe  qualities  are  nega¬ 
tively  recommended,  by  reprefenting  the 
vicious  with  every  deform’d  feature  to  ren¬ 
der  them  diftafteful  and  horrible,  a  tragedy 
cannot  conclude  too  calamitoufly  :  So  that 
tne  cataltrophe  fhould  always  vary  according 
to  the  exigence  of  the  dory.  Thence, 
the  fubjeCt  was  continued  upon  the  merit 
of  the  two  kinds  of  dramatick  reprefenta- 
tions,  tragedy  and  comedy,  and  Davy  ob- 
ferv’d,  that  he  thought  the  former  was  as 
much  luperior  to  the  latter  as  princes  are  to 
plebeians.  The  captain  approv’d  what  he 
laid,  and  continued,  that  a  great  part  of 
the  morals  and  divinity  of  the  ancients 
was  deliver’d  in  their  tragedies.  The 
brighteft  characters  are  therein  fet  off,  in 
their  beft  colours,  for  imitation,  and  the 
deformities  of  vice  are  expofed  with  all 
their  odious  circumftances,  to  deter  the 
beholders  from  the  commiffion  of  it.  Their 
tragedies  ferv’d  as  fo  many  leffons,  or  fer- 
mons,  to  inftruct  the  people  in  religion  and 
good  manners,  and  it  was  much  to  be  wifh’d 

that 
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that  our  modern  plays,  were  reduced  to 
fo  laudable  a  ftandard.  The  ancient  tragedy, 
as  the  learned  Mr.  Dacier,  has  fomewhere 
obferv’d,  teaches  us  to  be  wary,  to  mode¬ 
rate  our  paffions,  and  to  fhun  all  thofe 
ways  and  practices  which  are  before  our 
eyes  examplified  to  have  been  the  ruin  of 
men  in  former  ages.  A  meer  hiftory  may 
pleafe  in  the  reading;  but  that  pleafure  is 
faint  and  cold  ;  on  the  contrary,  tragedy 
invigorates  and  enlivens  the  adtion,  en¬ 
gages  all  the  fenfes  of  the  fpedtator,  makes 
him  a  party  concern’d,  touches  his  foul  to 
the  quick,  tunes  it  to  fuch  a  pitch  that 
it  fympathizes  with  every  ebb  and  flow  of 
the  adtor’s  paflion,  and  has  often  fuch  an 
influence  on  the  mind  that  he  feels  that  paf- 
fion  which  the  adtor  only  counterfeits. 
Davy ,  refum’d,  that  he  fpoke  his  very  fen- 
timents,  and  told  him  he  put  him  in  mind 
of  a  (lory  of  Alexander  the  Pb^rean ,  a  moft 
cruel  and  favage  tyrant,  who,  command¬ 
ed  Euripides’s  Hecuba  to  be  adted  be¬ 
fore  him  ;  with  the  adtion  of  which  he  felt 
himfelf  fo  foftened  and  melted,  that  he 
went  away  before  the  firft  adt  was  ended, 
faying,  it  would  be  too  great  a  fhame  and 
reflexion,  upon  him,  to  be  feen  weeping 
for  the  miferies  and  calamities  of  Hecuba 
and  Polyxena>  when  he  bathed  himfelf  daily 
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in  the  blood  of  his  fubjeds.  A  fure  indi¬ 
cation  that  an  artful  tragedy  is  able  to  make 
an  impreffion  upon  the  hardeft  hearts. 
I  Jie  dilcourfe  was  concluded,  by  pointin'* 
out  fome  of  the  molt  ftriking  imitations  of 
the  ancients  amoBgft  the  moderns,  and  up¬ 
on  the  captain’s  laying,  that  Shakefpear 
g.^ve  many  inlfances  of  his  having  fludied 
them,  tho’  the  contrary  had  been  difputed, 
Lavy  was  lavifh  in  his  eulogies  on  his 
favourite  poet,  and  faid  he  principally 
admir’d  that  terror  he  was  able  to  excite  in 
many  of  his  fcenes,  and  particularly  in¬ 
stanced  in  his  Macbeth  and  Hamlet ,  many 
parts  of  which  he  repeated,  with  fo  juft 
an  action  and  accent,  that  the  captain  was 
quite  tranfported  and  in  perfed  raptures, 
and  they  went  to  bed  full  of  efteem  for 
each  other’s  parts  and  abilities.  The  land¬ 
lord  would  be  complaifant  enough  to  fee 
Davy  to  his  chamber,  which  was  over  the 
gate  of  the  inn,  when  his  cunofity  prompt¬ 
ed  him  to  learn  fomewhat  more  of  his 
agreeable  and  improving  companion.  And 
the  communicative  hoif,  in  anfwer  to  his 
feveial  queries,  after  profeffing  what  a 
woithy  man  the  captain  was,  how  gener¬ 
ous,  how  genteel,  and  fo  forth,  inform’d 
him,  that  when  firft  he  knew  him,  he 
was  a  lieutenant  of  a  regiment  quartered 

at 
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at  Newberry  in  England ;  but  that  having 
had  a  bad  run  at  the  gaming  table  (which 
he  obferv’d,  might  be  any  poor  honejt 
gentleman’s  misfortune)  his  honour  was  fo 
nice,  that  he  fold  his  commiflion  to  dif- 
charge  his  debts,  and  came  over  to  his  native 
country,  Ireland ,  where  he  had  for  lome  years 
travelled  from  town  to  town,  with  a  company 
of  players,  of  whom  he  was  the  head  and 
manager,  got  a  woundy  deal  of  money, 
and  was  belov’d  by  the  beft  gentlemen 
wherever  he  came.  My  hoft  added.  Oh  ! 
Sir,  we  {hall  have  the  whole  company  be¬ 
fore  I  goto  bed,  from  Gowran ,  where  they 
have  perform’d  for  a  week,  and  a  fet  of 
better  hands  were  never  feen.  Davy  thank¬ 
ed  him  for  his  intelligence,  which  did  nol 
at  all  abate  his  refpeft  for  the  captain  ;  he 
pitied  his  misfortunes;  but  had  too  good 
an  opinion  of  the  ftage  to  think  that  a 
gentleman  at  all  {looped  from  himfelf,  in 
treading  it,  and  even  long’d  for  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  the  arrival  of  the  flrollers,  and 
refolv’d  not  to  depart  from  Clonmel  for  a 
day  or  two,  on  account  of  the  pleafure  he 
expedled  to  reap  from  their  exhibition, 
and  the  further  converfe  of  their  mailer. 
He  had  not  yet  got  into  bed,  when  a  med¬ 
ley  of  founds  affail’d  his  ears,  made  up  of 
oaths,  cries  of  joy,  falutations,  the  rum¬ 
bling 
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bling  of  wheels,  and  confufion  of  buftle 
and  hurry,  underneath  his  apartment.  Im¬ 
mediately,  fufpefting  the  caufe,  he  open¬ 
ed  the  calement,  and  perceiv’d  three  men 
and  two^  women  alighting  from  the  top  of  a 
well  fill  d  cart,  and  another  as  heavily  laden, 
waiting  for  room  to  draw  in,  and  by  the  light 
of  the  tapers,  that  my  hoft  and  his  fervants 
eld  for  the  accomodation  of  his  guefts, 
could  difcover  the  canvas  reprefentation  of 
woods,  groves,  palaces,  halls  and  bed¬ 
chambers,  and  a  confus’d  huddle  of  fwords, 
pikes,  truncheons,  guns,  mafks,  and  other 
fuch  like  implements  of  mimic  ftate  and 
dignity,  01  comic  fancy.  The  women 
were  muffled  up  in  cloaks  and  handker¬ 
chiefs,  and  as  to  their  apparel,  befpoke 
veiy  little  of  the  high  characters  they  were 
deftin  d  to  fill,  and  the  men  were  not  dif- 
tinguifhable  from  the  carters,  but  by  their 
fpeech,  which  bore  a  tindture  of  their  profef- 
fion,  for,  my  hoft  offering  to  falute  one  of 
the  tragedy  queens,  one  of  them  bellow’d 
out  death  and  dam — n,  what  is’t  1  be¬ 
hold  !  perjur’d  Statira— ah!  thou  fickle 
B  ^  •  Upon  which  Statira  anlwer’d — 
Beware  of  jealoufy  that  green-ey'd  monjler ! 
As  I  live  Mr.  Williams ,  this  hot  brain’d 
puppy  thinks  we  are  great  together,  ever 
fince  laft  fummer,  when  he  found  us  play¬ 
ing 
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ing  the  fool  in  the  kitchen ! — But  d - -n 

him  let  him  rave  I’m  not  his  wedded  wife , 
nor  will.  Deftruftive,  damnable ,  deceitful 
woman !  her  paramour  return’d. 

Some  foolijh  new  adventure  needs  muft  prove , 

And  makes  us  all  puppies  alike — Ha! 
ha!  ha!  however  Statira,  kifling  her,  I  on¬ 
ly  jefted,- - - 

Oh!  woman ,  lovely  woman ,  nature  form' d you. 
To  temper  man ,  we  had  been  brutes  without  you ! 

By  this  time  they  got  into  the  houle,  and 
Davy  could  fee  no  more,  upon  which,  not 
difpleas’d  at  the  droll  he  was  going  to  jump 
into  bed,  when  he  heard  a  terrible  voice,  as 
hoarfe  as  thunder,  bellow  forth,  feemingly  at 
the  diftance  of  the  other  fide  of  the  yard. 
Now  all  the  devils  in  hell  feiz.e  your  noiiy 
crew  I — you  dog — Williams! — -what’s  the 
meaning,  I  muft  be  difturb’d  by  this  ralcahy 
gang  of  vagabonds,  with  their  damn’d  Mac- 
Jhan ,  ox  Mackenzie,  or  devil,  at  their 

head, — d - n  me  I’ll  come  down  and  fet 

fire  to  all  their  trumpery — You  fcoundrel,  no 
gentleman  ought  to  ule  your  houle,  whilft 
you  admit  fuch  company  !  Soon  after  he 
heard  a  great  number  of  voices  together, 
and  thought  he  alfo  diftinguifhed  his  friend 
the  captain’s  amongft  them,  and  prefentiy 

blows 
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blows  very  heartily  laid  on,  as  it  Teem’d. 
Upon  this  he  open’d  his  door,  nrft  having 
drels  u  himJeli,  as  well  as  his  hurry  would 
permit,  and  loon  lound  his  way  down  to  the 
Jcene  of  adtion,  which  was  in  the  middle 
of  the  inn  yard,  and  could  plainly  diftin- 
guifh  a  number  of  combatants  at  it,  dins:, 
dong,  with  fifts  and  cudgels,  the  latter  of 
which  vveic  dealt  in  hearty  thwacks  very 
fieely  about,  whilft  my  hoflefs,  her  maid, 
and  the  Statiras,  were  fcreaming  and  yel¬ 
ling  in  deadly  fright  and  terror.  Davy , 
would  not  have  concern’d  himfelf  in  the 
jiay,  but  that  he  heard  the  women  cry  out. 
Oh  !  the  captain  !  the  poor  captain  !  he’ll 
be  murder’d,  he’d  be  murder’d! — and  Toon 
alter  perce iv  d  a  flout  man  in  a  military 
drels,  and  two  ethers,  laying  him  on  as 
if  they  were  beating  a  feather  bed,  and 
the  hold  and  one  of  the  theatrick  heros 
fprawling  at  fome  dillance,  as  it  Teem’d 
quite  lenlelefs.  Upon  this  firft  occafion 
of  trying  his  courage,  that  ever  he  had,  he 
fnatch’d  up  a  dung- fork,  that  flood  befide  the 
door,  and,  reverfing  it,  laid  about  him  To 
manfully,  being  feconded  by  the  other  tra- 
geuian,  that  in  three  minutes  they  laid  two 
of  the  aflailants  at  their  feet,  and'now  only 
tile  third  and  principal  remain’d  to  be  dealt 
with,  who  immediately  took  to  h;s  heels 

for 
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for  refuge,  and  endeavour’d  to  afcend  the 

O  7 

ftaircafe  *,  but  Davy  following  dole,  tho5 
he  feem’d  as  puny  an  antagonift  as  his 
namefake  of  old  to  the  great  Goliah  of 
Gath ,  lent  him  fo  fell  a  ftroke  upon  the 
Os  frontis,  that  he  meafur’d  his  length  upon 
the  (tones,  uttering  a  profound  groan,  and 
bleeding  plentifully.  This  atchiev’d,  he 
return’d  to  look  after  the  captain,  who 
was  not  fo  much  hurt  but,  being  raifed  up, 
he  could  ftand,  and  conceiving  who  had 
deliver’d  him,  eflay’d  at  many  grateful  ac¬ 
knowledgments.  My  landlord  was  now 
alfo  reviv’d,  and  the  hero  who,  laid  pro- 
ftrate  by  him,  as  alfo  the  two  opponents, 
tho’  all -but  the  little  Davy  bore  fanguinary 
marks  of  the*  late  battle  on  their  heads, 
hands  and  faces.  And  now  they  all  ad¬ 
journ’d  into  the  kitchen  to  fettle  the  pre- 
Jiminares  of  a  peace,  which  is  generally 
the  ifiiie  of  a  vigorous  and  effedtuai  cam¬ 
paign,  and  the  huge  aggreffor  in  this  broil, 
was  fetch’d  in,  and  plac’d  in  an  arm’d 
chair  by  the  fire,  pale  and  wounded,  the 
purple  dreams  flowing  plentifully  down  his 
head  and  face.  It  happen’d  that  a  furgeon 
that  night  alfo  quarter’d  in  the  inn,  and, 
juft  now  coming  to  fee  what  was  the  mat¬ 
ter,  as  the  firft  preliminary  to  an  accom¬ 
modation,  it  was  refolv’d  nem.  con .  to  have 

their 
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their  wounds  drefs’d,  and  Davy  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  fufpend  his  curiofity  to  know  how 
the  matter  commenc’d,  till  the  operation 
ol  this  fon  of  furgery  was  over.  He  drefs- 
ed  them  ail  with  great  ceremony,  and 
gravely  pronounc  d,  to  their  great  comfort, 
that  no  bone  was  fra&ur’d  in  either  of  his 
patients  j  but  that  they  had  all  receiv’d 
fome  violent  contufions,  and  particularly 
tiie  gentleman  in  the  arm’d  chair,  who  was 
'  likely  to  be  oblig’d  to  keep  his  bed  for 
fometime.  At  this  fentence  he  roar’d  out, 
damn  n  to  the  hand  that  wounded 
him ;  upon  which  Davy  faid,  Sir,  not- 
withftanding  you  feem  to  be  of  a  pro- 
feflion  that  cl i (State s  the  utmoft  honour  and 
generofity,  I  faw  you  violating  both,  by 
u nelly  aiding  two  otliers  in  beating  a  gen¬ 
tleman  already  infenfible  by  your  ill  ufage, 
as  I  apprehend,  and  fuch  an  inftance  of  co¬ 
ward  brutality  incited  me  to  fly  to  his  af- 
fiftance;  but  if  you  think  yourfelf  at  all 
wrong’d,  I’ll  wait  here  till  your  recovery, 
and  give  you  fatisfaftion  in  any  manner  you 
fhall  require.  And  Davy  was  qualify’d  to 
fay  fo,  for  perhaps  a  better  fwordfman,  or  a 
young  fellow  of  more  real  courage  and  for¬ 
titude,  never  exifted,  the  fcience  of  defence 
having  oeen  practis’d  by  him  as  a  diverflon 
bom  his  childhood,  tho’  for  no  other  rea- 

fon 
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fon  than  to  preferve  his  health,  improve 
his  flrength,  and  defend  himfelf  in  cafe  of 
neceffity.  So  fteady,  fo  heroic  a  fpeech, 
had  an  effedt  that  could  fcarcely  be  believ¬ 
ed,  confidering  to  whom  it  was  addrefs’d, 
to  wit,  a  man  of  fix  feet  high,  a  foldier,  a 
captain,  and  one  who  had  us’d  by  his  bul¬ 
lying  to  frighten  all  the  women  into  fits 
wherever  he  was  quartered.  He  trembled 
with  fear,  and  immediately  made  anfwer, 
— D — n  me.  Sir,  you’re  a  mettled  fellow — 
but  come,  I’ll  not  nip  you  in  the  bud — no 

n0 — (almoft  out  of  breath  with  appre- 
henfion)  I  was  too  hot  in  the  affair— come 
M-Kenfie  give  us  your  hand— we’ll  have  no 
more  about  it,  but  make  the  beft  of  a  bad 
market,  and  heartily  forgive  one  another 
all  round,  and  fo  held  his  hands  out,  one 
to  A!  Ken/ie,  the  other  to  Davy.  Davy ,  was 
ftartled  at  this  meannefs,  and,  bidding  the 
maid  get  him  a  candle,  walk’d  out  of  the 
kitchen,  with  thefe  words — you  may  do  as 
you  pleafe,  gentlemen,  I  know  nothing  of 
your  affairs;  but,  for  my  part  I’ll  never 
(hake  hands  with  a  fcoundrel.  And  imme¬ 
diately  went  into  his  chamber,  and  to  bed, 
ruminating  upon  what  he  had  been  witneis 
to,  and  delaying  ’till  the  morning  ex¬ 
planation,  with  his  new  friend,  whether  he 

Vot-1'  F  .  fhould 
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fhould  ftiil  afford  him  the  efteem  that  had 
infinuated  itfelf  into  his  bread. 

It  is  poffible  that  there  may  be  found 
fome  overfiz’d  men  endu’d  with  courage; 
but  ’tis  as  abfurd  to  expedl  that  quality, 
merely  from  a  man’s  ftandard,  as  to  expeft 
wifdom  from  a  perfon  merely  becaule  he 
wears  a  good  coat.  I  believe  it  will,  upon 
reflection  and  experiment  be  found,  that 
the  animal  fpirits  are  not  bellowed  upon 
the  giants  of  the  human  race  in  proportion 
to  their  bulk,  nor  that  their  hearts  are  a- 
bove  the  moderate  fize;  hence  proceeds 
that  heavinefs,  languor  and  dullnefs,  ob- 
fervable  in  thofe  men  above  the  pitch  of 
five  feet  ten,  and,  it  is  plain  to  a  demon- 
ftration,  that  the  beft  foldiers,  feamen, 
ftatefmen,  lawyers,  divines  and  philofo- 
phers,  with  very  few  exceptions,  feldom 
exceeded  the  ferviceable  and  commodious 
jlature  of  five  feet  eight.  I  fnall  not  trou¬ 
ble  my  readers  with  the  natural,  anatomical 
or  phyfical  reafons,  which  I  could  give  them 
in  great  abundance,  to  prove  what  I  have 
advanced — for — no  argument  like  matter  of 
faS  is.  And  to  this  purpofe  is  the  famous 
adage,  fronti  nulla  fides ,  which  certainly  in¬ 
cludes  in  it,  a  caution  not  to  truft  to  fize, 
any  more  than  to  countenance,  and  may 
be  rendered.  There  is  no  truft  to  he  given  to 
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ppearances.  It  is  remarkable,  that  whene- 
er  the  antient  poets  would  draw  a  rude, 
rutal,  ftupid  chara&er,  they  generally 
aint  him  as  huge,  unwieldy,  and  above 
ie  common  pitch ;  and  of  this  inftances 
light  be  produced  without  number,  from 
Tomer,  Virgil ,  Ovid,  and  many  others,  and 
ie  late  king  of  PruJJia  purchafed  tall  men 
>  cattle,  making  a  great  appearance,  ne- 
efiary  tor  fecurir.g  his  little  men  in  an  at- 
ck,  by  way  of  mantlet  or  fcreen,  and  of 
ttle  ufe  befide;  on  which  account  when 
ie  prefent  aftive  prince  afcended  the 
irone,  he  difmifs’d  them  to  make  room 

r  thofe  of  a  more  moderate  ftature  and 
•eater  agility. 


CHAP.  IV. 

wfons  for  the  late  dijlurbance.— Amicably 
ended. — Further  difcourfe  between  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  Davy  .—He  engages  with  his  new 
acquaintance ;  but  with  certain  rejlridions. — ■ 
His  parts  fettled.— Exhibits  for  the  firfl 
time  in  a  barn — Strictures  on  the  ancient 
theatres. — Horner’^  cart  and  ballads. 


^T"  O  looner  had  the  reviving  lamp  of 
^1  day,  chas’d  away  the  unwholefome 
mps  of  the  preceding  nighr,  than  the 
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bn lk  and  adtive  Davy  jump’d  from  his  bed, 
and  began  to  drefs  himfelf;  but  before  he 
could  ilTue  from  his  chamber,  captain 
M'Kenfe  was  at  the  door,  and,  being  admit¬ 
ted,  caught  our  hero  in  his  arms,  and,  after 
a  ftrenuous  embrace,  which  was  but  faintly 
return’d,  'addrefs’d  him  in  the  following 
manner:  I  came,  my  dear  Sir,  to  difplay 
to  you  that  warm  gratitude,  with  which 
my  bofom  is  infpir’d;  for  to  you  I  owe  my 
prefervation,  the  prefervation  of  my  life, 
from  the  attacks  of  fierce  brutality,  which, 
fingly,  would  never  have  dared  to  affail 
me.  The  perfon  you  refcu’d  me  from, 
was  one  captain  Ibumoth,  as  errant  a  bully 
as  ever  difgrac’d  fcarlet,a  rank  coward,  and 
confequently  a  cruel  foe.  This  fellow  pufF- 
ed  up  with  the  parchment  procur’d  by  the 
pimping  of  his  father,  and  the  proftitution 
of  his  filler,  to  a  very  great  man,  and  with 
the  privilege  of  wearing  a  long  fword, 
which  he  has  neither  fpirit  or  ability  to  ufe, 
has  long  been  the  dread  of  every  town  in 
this  kingdom,  where  he  has  been  quarter¬ 
ed,  and,  for  the  lower  fort  of  people  are 
very  fubmifilve  to  appearances,  has  found 
fo  little  oppofition  to  his  tyranny',  that,  be¬ 
fore  laft  night  he  was  hardly  ever  gainfay’d. 
My  people,  for  now  (and  I  am  far  from 

being  alham’d  of  pradifing  a  genteel  pro- 
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feffion  for  an  independent  livelyhood)  I  am 
certain  you  conjedlure  my  bufinefs,  hap¬ 
pened,  laft  night,  in  coming  into  the  inn, 
to  make  a  little  noife,  which  could  not  be 
avoided,  in  unloading  their  caits,  and  the 
redoubted  hero  being  feated  with  a  doxy, 
full  of  his  own  importance,  and  willing  to 
difplay  it  before  his  Roxana ,  bully’d  them 
very  feverely,  and  at  the  fame  time  made 
ufe  of  my  name,  in  a  manner  that  I  have, 
under  all  my  misfortunes,  yet  never  been 
able  to  bear.  I  accordingly  went  up  to 
him,  and  demanded  fatisfadtion,  which,  in- 
ftead  of  receiving  in  a  proper  manner,  he 
gave  me,  by  falling  upon  me  with  his  two 
fervants,  and  ufing  me  and  thofe  who  in- 
terpofed,  in  the  manner  you  was  a  witnefs 
to,  and  which  we  were  not  fupply’d  at  that 
inftant  with  weapons  to  withftand.  The 
fequel  you  are  well  acquainted  with,  and 
permit  me,  Sir,  to  thank  you  moll  earneft- 
ly,  for  your  interpofition,  and  to  applaud 
that  generous  courage  which  a&uated  you, 
and  which  I  fee  is  inherent  in  your  foul, 
and  for  which  1  fhal!  ever  hold  you  in  the 
warmed  place  in  my  heart.  This  morning, 
I  myfelf,  would  have  fhewn  you  that  1  am 
not  incapable  of  a  virtuous  relentment;  but 
the  don,  wounded  as  he  was,  I  fuppofe  ter- 
rify’d  by  what  you  propos’d,  procur’d  a 
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litter,  about  four  this  morning,  and  has, 

1  c ecamP’d  with  his  lady,  attendants 
anc  baggage,  which  flight,  perhaps,  was 
aided  by  the  hoft;  fearful  of  the  further 
conlequences  of  the  adventure  to  him  and 
is  houfe.  I  have  been  fo  long  in  this  re¬ 
lation,  to  convince  you  that  I  am  neither  a 
coward  nor  a  poltroon,  which  by  your  ac¬ 
tion  at  departing,  Jaft  night,  I  was  fearful 
you  apprehended,  and  I  hope  you  will  re¬ 
turn  to  that  good  opinion  with  which  you 
honoured  me  laft  night,  and  the  continu- 
ance  of  which,  I  /hall,  prefent  with  you  or 
abfent  from  you,  efteem  as  one  of  the 
greateft  bleffings  of  my  life. 

So  candid  an  harangue  had  all  the  effects 
the  orator  defir’d,  and  was  anfwer’d  by  an 
unfeign  d  forgivenefs,  and  a  return  of  that 
S°°d  liking  which  our  hero  had  not  yet 
Jearn  d  to  counterfeit. — They  went  down 
to  breakfaft  together,  at  which  the  hoft  and 
hoftefs  waited  upon  them,  and  could  not 
kelp  now  and  then  ftealing  a  look  of  ap¬ 
probation  at  their  protestor,  who  had  made 
a  conqueft  of  all  their  hearts.  After  break¬ 
faft  he  and  M^Kenfie  took  a  walk  in  the  cir¬ 
cumjacent  fields,  and  began  to  refume  the 
topick  of  the  preceding  night.  The  cap¬ 
tain  was  very  diffule  in  the  defence  and  en¬ 
comium  of  hb  prefent  occupation,  and  in- 

fin  ua  ted 


of  DAVID  RANGER,  103 

fwuated  that  he  never  heard  a  more  juft 
pronunciation,  a  more  ftriking  action 
than  that  of  our  hero,  the  night  before, 
when  he  rehears’d  feme  feraps  of  Macbeth 
and  Hamlet .  Thefe  praifes  were  extreamly 
well  relifh’d  by  Davy ,  for,  as  before  ob- 
ferv’d,  this  was  touching  him  in  the  ten¬ 
dered  of  his  foibles,  his  judgment  in,  and 
abilities  for  the  ftage ;  and  already  he  began 
to  have  an  ambition  of  making  a  publick 
effay  of  his  talents  that  way,  and  conceiv’d 
the  prefent  to  be  a  very  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  that  purpofe-,  however,  having 
with  fuch  pleafure  attended  to  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  difeourfe  of  the  night  before,  they 
again  fell  upon  the  fame  fubjedt,  the  fupe- 
riorlty  of  the  ancients  over  the  moderns  in 
their  drama.  The  captain  particularly 
prais’d  their  chorus,  whereby  an  occafion 
was  given  to  inftill  by  the  charms  of  mufick, 
into  the  minds  of  the  hearers,  thofe  fenti- 
ments  of  virtue  and  goodnefs  from  the  fe- 
veral  characters  introduc’d  in  the  play.  And 
were  thefe  re-eftablifh’d  amongft  the  mo¬ 
derns,  which  has  not  been  attempted  without 
fuccefs,  inftead  of  thofe  idle  fongs  brought 
in  now,  without  any  coherence  with  the  ac¬ 
tion  to  patch  up  our  reprefentations,  the 
intermediate  chorus  would  ferve  both  as  an 
eafe  and  diverfion,  and  as  a  moral  to  the 
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fable  of  each  foregoing  aft.  Thus  mufick, 
that  moft  delightful  and  foothing  art,  in- 
Uead  of  cloying  our  ears,  and  offending  our 
good  fenfe,  would  no  longer  be  abufed, 
but  improv  d  to  carry  on  the  main  defign 
of  the  tragedy,  which  is  to  captivate  the 
foul  as  well  as  to  tickle  the  ears,  and  to 
pleafe  the  underflanding  and  judgment,  as 
well  as  the  fancy.  Then  mufick  might 
have  the  fame  effect  upon  us,  as  Polybius 
relates  it  had  upon  the  Arcadians ,  who  were 
civilized  by  it,  and  taught  humanity,  fweet- 
nefs  and  refpeft  for  religion.  The  original 
plays  had  but  one  chorus;  Phefpis  the  poet 
added  one  a<5lor,  CEchylus  added  one  more, 
fo  that  one  of  the  two  might  be  the  princi¬ 
pal  the  other  but  an  under  a6tor.  So¬ 
phocles  finding  two  not  fufficient  to  fill 
the  feene,  brought  in  three,  and  Horace 
forbids  more  tnan  three  to  be  brought  in 
as  interlocutors  at  once:  Bur,  if  thro’ 
necefiity  this  rule  be  broken  thro’,  the  poet 
fhotild  life  his  utmoft  care  to  avoid  confu- 
fion,  which  will  naturally  follow  from  a 
great  number  of  fpeakers.  ’Twas,  indeed, 
a  great  arc  in  the  ancients  to  ufe  but  very 
few  fpeaking  perfons  in  their  plays.  Sopho¬ 
cles'?,  Eiettra  has  but  fix  fpeakers  befides  the 
chorus.  Of  the  1643  verfes  in  that  play, 
Egifthus  fpeaks  only  36,  Chryfothemis  59, 

Clytem- 
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Clytemneftra  117,  the  governor  149;  all  the 
other  1282  are  fpoken  by  Elebfra ,  Orejies ^ 
and  the  chorus.  Eleftra  bearing  the  chiet 
part  fpeaks  in  every  aft,  Orejies ,  the  next, 
in  the  firft,  fourth  and  laft;  the  governor 
in  the  firft,  fecond  and  fourth,  Clytemnejira 
in  the  fecond  and  lad;  Chryfethernis  only  in 
the  firft,  and  Egijlhus  in  the  laft.  So  beau¬ 
tifully  and  fimply  the  drama  was  then  con¬ 
triv’d. 

Our  modern  plays  have  much  deviated 
from  the  rules  of  Arijiotle  and  Horace ,  which 
may  be  partly  imputed  to  the  conftitution 
of  the  ftage,  partly  to  the  ignorance  of  fome 
fcriblers-,  partly  alfo  to  the  great  difficulty 
of  ftriftly  keepi  ig  up  to  thofe  rules,  which 
fome  of  our  learned  poets,  tho’  they  under- 
ftood  them  very  well,  yet  ventured  to  break 
through.  I  have  always,  Davy  put  in, 
been  pleas’d  with  Arijiotle' s  definition  of  a 
tragedy,  and  wifh  his  ideas  were  more  adop¬ 
ted  by  modern  play-wrights  than  they  arc. 
He  fays,  a  tragedy  is  an  imitation  of  a  fe- 
rious  entire  aftion,  having  a  well  propor¬ 
tioned  length,  and  a  well  leafon’d  ftyle-, 
which  by  the  means  of  compaffion  and  ter¬ 
ror  purges  in  11s  thefe  and  all  fuch  other 
paffions.  A  tragedy  muft  have  fix  neceftary 
parts,  the  fable,  the  manners,  the  words,  the 
ientiments,  the  outward  ornaments,  and  the 
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mufick.  Two  of  thefe  belong  to  the  means 
whereby,  the  words  and  the  mufick ;  one 
to  the  manner  how  the  imitation  is  made, 
the  ornaments;  three  to  the  fubjedt  matter 
of  the  imitation,  the  fable,  the  manners 
and  the  fentitnents.  The  compofition  of 
the  fable  is  the  moft  material  of  thefe, 
wherein  the  chiefeft  means  the  poet  makes 
uie  of  to  draw  and  move  the  affedlions  of 
our  fouls,  are  the  -peripeties  or  fudden  turns 
of  fortune,  and  unexpected  difcoveries. 
The  fubjedt  is,  as  it  were,  the  foul  of  the 
tragedy ;  next  follow  the  manners,  which 
in  poetry  are  like  the  colours  in  painting; 
and  whereby  is  difcovered  the  inclination 
and  defign  of  the  perlon  reprefented  by  the 
adtor:  After  that  come  the  fentiments,  or 
an  ability  of  expreffing  thofe  manners  con¬ 
veniently  to  the  fubjedt,  which  is  moft  the 
bufinefs  of  rhctorick;  and  whereby  is  feen 
what  are  the  thoughts  of  the  perfons.  The 
fourth  thing  is  the  ftyle,  which  affedfs  only 
the  words.  Laftly,  the  mufick,  the  beft 
feafoning  of  poetry;  and  the  ornaments  and 
embeJlifliments  of  the  ftage  or  adtors,  which 
belong  more  to  the  workmen  and  dreffers, 
than  the  poet,  tho’  he  ought  to  be  the  di- 
redtor  and  judge  of  it.  T he  fubjedt  of  a 
tragedy,  mud  be  an  entire  adtion,  confid¬ 
ing  of  its  beginning,  middle  and  ending. 
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A  play  to  have  its  juft  extent  and  length, 
mull  take  up  as  much  time  as  is,  or  is  like¬ 
ly  to  be  neceftary  to  bring  all  the  incidents 
to  their  defign’d  end.  And  the  poet  fhould 
take  care  to  comprehend  his  whole  aftion, 
within  one  period  of  the  iun;  that  is,  the 
fpace  of  a  night  and  a  day.  If  the  aftion  be¬ 
gins  in  the  morning,  it  muftend  before  night, 
if  it  begins  towards  the  evening  it  muft  end 
before  morning;  and  where  the  aftion  ablo- 
lutely  requires  it,  it  may  fomewhat  exceed 
this  time,  yet  as  little  as  *tis  poftible.  The 
fubjeft  of  a  play  fhould  be  but  one  brief  ac¬ 
tion,  which  every  part  of  it  ferves  to  carry 
on  and  compleat.  A  play  is  very  impro¬ 
perly  divided  into  afts,  when  in  flrort  it 
fhould  all  be  but  one  aft,  and  therefore  the 
ancient  Greeks  knew  of  no  fuch  partition, 
tho’  fome  moderns,  in  order  to  reduce  their 
plays  to  that  mold,  have  given  thofe  afts 
the  names  of  Dramata,  when  the  word  Dra¬ 
ma  fignifies  the  whole  play,  and  therefore 
how  can  it  fignify  a  part.  The  verb  Dran 
is  Dorick,  for  what  the  Athenians  call  ■prat- 
tein,  to  aft,  and  thence  it  is  that  the  Do¬ 
rick  people  of  P ehponnejj'us  claim  to  their 
country  the  firft  invention  of  plays.  Befides 
the  Greek  plays  were  not  divided  into 
fcenes,  which  is  alfo  a  modern  invention. 
The  whole  aftion  was  continued  in  the 
fame  fpot;  the  unity  was  obferved  through¬ 
out 
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out  in  adtion,  time  and  place.  Nothing 
ought  to  be  admitted  as  an  epifode  or  part 
of  the  chief  adtion  of  a  play,  but  what  is 
dTential  to  it;  thofe  are  not  true  parts 
which  may  be  inlerted  or  left  out,  without 
any  fenfible  advantage  gained,  or  lofs  fuf- 
tained  by  the  principal  adtion.  Excul'e  me. 
Sir,  fays  Davy ,  for  being  fo  prolix.  Dear 
Sir,  the  captain  return’d,  1  hear  you  with 
admiration ;  but  as  I  fee  you  are  tired,  I’ll 
endeavour  to  continue  the  fubjedt  a  little 
further;  between  us  we  fhall  retail  out  an 
abridgment  of  what  Arijlotle  fays  in  his 
treatife  on  poetry,  on  this  fubjedt.  I  a- 
gree  with  you  that  of  all  plays  epifodicks 
are  the  worth,  that  is,  where  the  epifodes 
and  incidents  depend  not  one  on  the  other, 
neither  as  likely,  nor  as  neceffary.  For  the 
two  pafiions  of  pity  and  terror,  which  a 
tragedy  muff  raife,  are  begotten  in  us, 
when  things  fpring  from  others  againft  our 
epedtauon :  And  among  fortuitous  acci¬ 
dents,  thofe  are  prone  to  influence  us  more, 
which  feem  to  carry  with  them  fome  condudt 
or  previous  defign,  than  thofe  which  happen 
by  pure  chance.  Of  the  nature  of  the  firft 
was  an  accident  which  happened  at  Arvos, 
to  one  Mitys ,  who  fitting  under  the  flatue 
of  a  man  he  had  killed,  was  himfelf  un¬ 
expectedly  knock’d  down  by  the  accidental 
fall  of  the  ftatue.  Plays  are  either  fimple 
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or  implex  *,  the  a£tion  is  fimple  which  is 
carry’d  on  without  any  change  of  condition 
or  diicovery  ^  implex  which  has  one  or 
both  of  thefe  :  And  both  the  one  and  the 
other  ought  fo  to  arife  from  the  very  con- 
ftitution  of  the  fable,  that  every  forego¬ 
ing  incident  may  naturally  produce  the 
next  following.  The  Peripety ,  is  the  un- 
expe&ed  change  of  one  date  into  a  con¬ 
trary  one,  which  change  is  either  likely  or 
neceflary.  The  difcovery  is,  as  the  Greek 
word  Anagnorifis  imports,  the  change  of 
ignorance  into  knowledge.  The  bed  of 
difcoveries  is  that  which  is  immediately  join¬ 
ed  to  the  Peripety ,  as  in  Sophocles's  CEdipus, 
who  has  no  fooner  found  himfelf  the  fon 
of  Laius  and  Jocajla  ;  but  from  the  hap- 
pieft  he  becomes  the  mod  miferable  of 
men.  Befides  the  difcovery  and  Peripety , 
there  is  another  part  of  the  play,  which 
relates  to  the  fubjeft ;  and  that  is  the  paf- 
fion,  or  that  which  reprefents  what  fome 
perfon  fuffers  by  wounds  or  death.  Well, 
refumes  Davy ,  we  have  I  think  fifted  dif¬ 
fidently  into  the  parts  which  relate  to  the 
form  and  quality  of  the  tragedy.  L,et  us 
now  fay  fomewhat  of  thofe  that  relate  to  its 
quantity,  which  I  think  are  four,  the  pro¬ 
logue  ,  epifode,  exode  and  chorus.  I  he  fir  ft  con¬ 
tains  all  that  goes  before  the  fird  finging  of 
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the  chorus  ;  by  which  is  not  meant  the 
firft  appearance  of  it,  but  when  the  chorus 
having  firft  inform’d  itfelf  of  the  bufinefs 
of  the  aftors,  and  taken  poirefTion  of  the 
ftage,  give  their  firft  fong  upon  it.  This 
prologue  anfwers  to  what  is  ufually  called 
the  firft  aft  with  us :  And  is  not  to  be  con¬ 
founded  with  the  prologue  of  the  Latin 
comedy,  which  is  no  part  of  the  theatrical 
aftion,  and  was  at  firft  derived  from  the 
prologue  of  the  ancient  Greek  comedy, 
which  was  often  placed  in  the  middle  of 
the  piece,  under  the  name  of  par  abaft  s,  and 
Plautus ,  in  his  Soldier ,  imitated  the  Greeks , 
by  inferring  his  prologue  after  his  firft  aft. 
Terence  conftantly  begins  with  it. 

The  Epijode ,  is  whatever  lies  between 
the  fongs  of  the  chorus  ^  and  contains  the 
whole  intrigue  and  plot  of  the  play,  ’till 
the  unravelling  or  cataftrophe,  which  in 
pieces  well  compofed  comes  not  till  after 
the  fourth  and  laft  fong  of  the  chorus,  that 
is,  till  our  fifth  aft.  / 

The  Exode ,  is  all  the  part  of  the  tra¬ 
gedy,  after  which  the  chorus  fings  no 
more,  it  is  the  cataftrophe  of  the  whole 
and  anfwers  to  our  fifth  aft.  When  the 
aftion  is  finifhed  the  chorus  has  no  occa- 
fion  to  fing,  and  what  it  fays  then  can’t 
be  too  fhort. 

T  Ii£ 
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The  Chorus ,  (except  when  it  Tings  in 
the  conclufion  of  the  prologue,  or  firft  aft 
of  the  Epifodes  or  three  other  afts)  plays 
the  part  of  one  aftor,  which  part  was 
perform’d  by  one  of  the  whole  chorus 
(peaking  for  the  reft,  called  therefore  Cory - 
pheus.  The  bufinefs  of  the  chorus,  be- 
fides,  was  diftributed  into  three  parts  ;  the 
Parodos ,  which  was  the  firft  Tong  of  the 
whole  chorus,  after  the  prologue  or  firft 
aft  •,  the  Stafimon  was  what  is  Tung  after¬ 
wards,  when  it  had  fix’d  its  ftation  upon 
the  ftage.  The  Commoi  were  the  com¬ 
plaints  which  the  chorus  and  theaftors  made 
fometimes  together  alternatively  ;  the  word 
Commoi  fignifying  the  blows,  which  they 
gave  themfelves  when  they  complain’d  of 
their  miferies.  What  the  chorus  Tung 
with  a  motion  from  the  right  to  the  left 
was  called  the  Strophe  ;  from  the  left  to 
the  right,  the  Antiflrophe  \  (landing  in  one 
place  the  Epode .  A  Syjlem ,  was  a  fet  of 
Tome  fort  of  verfes  which  return  again  in 
the  fame  number  and  fort  in  the  Antifyftem , 
as  thofe  of  the  Strophe  in  the  Antiflrophe . 

The  beft  tragedy,  continued  the  cap¬ 
tain,  taking  up  the  difcourfe  at  this  period, 
is  that  which  has  but  one  cataftrophe,  and 
ought  to  conclude,  according  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  Arifiotle ,  rather  by  the  unhappi- 

i  ,  nefs 
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nefs  than  happinefs  of  the  principal  perfon, 
which  fhould  be  one  who  is  neither  very 
good  nor  very  bad,  or  (if  fuch  an  one 
can’t  be  found)  rather  good  than  bad; 
Tragedies,  have  fometimes  a  double  cataf- 
trophe,  happy  to  fome,  and  miferable  to 
others.  They  are  furely  much  miftaken 
who,  by  monftrous  decorations,  frighten  or 
glut  the  eyes  of  the  beholders.  The  man¬ 
ners  and  characters  of  a  play  muft  be  well 
defign’d  and  drawn,  fuited  to  every  age, 
fex  and  condition,  agreeing  with  the  com¬ 
mon  opinion,  and  equally  kept  up  from 
the  beginning  of  the  adtion  to  the  end. 
The  knot  of  the  plot  ought  to  be  untied 
without  the  help  of  a  machine,  which 
fhould  not  be  introduced,  but  in  fuch  acci¬ 
dents  as  lie  without  the  fubjedt  of  action  ; 
as  things  which  either  have  happened  be¬ 
fore,  or  fhall  happen  hereafter,  and  can’t  be 
otherwife  known  than  by  lome  extraordi¬ 
nary  fupernatural  help.  The  plot  is  un¬ 
ravelled  by  fome  difeovery,  of  which 
there  are  many  kinds,  by  marks  or  letters ; 
but  the  belt  of  all  are  thole  made  by  rea- 
fon  and  argument. 

Thus  our  two  companions  walk’d  for 
fome  hours  together,  mutually  admiring 
each  other’s  abilities,  and  the  fimilarity  of 

their  fludies,  and  at  laft,  upon  Davy  s  paf- 

fing 
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fing  fome  encomiums  upon  the  captain’s 
way  of  life,  he  unluckily  happened  to  re¬ 
ply,  by  faying,  that  one  of  the  greateft  plea¬ 
sures  he  could  experience  would  be  to  fee 
Davy  tread  the  ftage,  where,  he  added,  he 
was  lure  he  would  equal  a  Rofcius^  a  Betterton 
or  a  Booth .  And  where  the  difgrace,  con¬ 
tinu’d  he,  of  fuch  a  condefcenfion.  You 
know  what  Shakefpear  fays, 

- All  the  world's  a  ftage , 

And  all  the  men  and  women  in  it  players! 

The  life  of  every  man  is  adion,  the  man 
is  the  actor,  the  world  is  the  ftage,  the  fe- 
veral  accidents,  the  turns  he  meets  with  are 
fo  many  epifodes-,  the  feveral  ages  of  that 
life,  are  fo  many  ads  thro’  which  the  action 
is  carryed  on.  Hippocrates  diftribuies  them 
into  7,  Varro  reckons  5  ;  the  firft  extends 
to  1 5  years,  the  next  to  30,  the  third  to  45, 
the  fourth  to  60 \  the  laft  to  the  end  of  life. 
All  thefe  ads  are  diftinguifh’d  by  many 
feenes,  which  are  fhifted  as  often  as  a  man 
fhifts  his  acquaintance,  and  enters  into  new 
alliances  and  relations.  The  ferious  adion 
is  all  along  refrefhed  and  intermixed  with 
mirth  and  jollity,  as  the  wearifomnefs  of  the 
ads  is  relieved  by  the  chorus.  Every  wife 
man  then  ought  to  remember  he  is  an  ador, 

and 
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and  to  be  concern’d  not  what  part  he  a fts, 
but  how  well  he  performs  it. 

The  captain  was  going  on  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  fcience  of  enaCting  to  his  young 
friend;  but  he  wanted  no  frefh  inducements 
to  what  he  long’d  fo  much  to  be  at,  and 
had  been  only  confidering  whether  he  could 
keep  fuch  an  attempt  from  prejudicing  him 
with  his  father.  As  to  his  time,  it  was  in 
a  manner  his  own,  and  if  he  ftaid  a  month 
longer  from  Cork>  fo  he  did  but  write  fre¬ 
quently,  his  abfence  would  not  fail  of  ap¬ 
probation  ;  and  this  part  he  could  manage, 
very  well.  Then  as  to  his  grandfather  he 
was  out  of  his  obfervation  entirely,  and 
therefore  the  only  objections  were,  his  fear 
of  expofing  his  name  and  perfon  to  any 
one  to  whom  he  might  be  known  ;  but  up¬ 
on  producing  thele  difficulties,  the  captain 
promis’d,  as  he  was  the  only  one  in  the 
town  that  yet  knew  his  name  and  character,- 
that  it  fhould  be  kept  an  impenetrable  fe~ 
cret;  and  as  to  his  perfon,  the  ffage  dr  dies 
would  fufficiently  conceal  it,  and  fo  before 
they  got  into  dinner  Davy  agreed  with  the 
above  reftriCtions  to  fpout  forth  heroics  for 
a  fortnight,  or  three  weeks,  at  the  fame 
time  a ffu ring  the  captain,  that  he  would 
make  him  a  compliment  of  his  pains,  and 
not  accept  the  lead  fee  or  reward. 


After 


o/D  AVI  D  RANGER,  115 

After  dinner  the  captain  call’d  afide 
his  heroes  and  heroines,  and  informing  them 
of  the  matter,  befpoke  of  them  the  utmoft 
civility  and  decorum  of  behaviour  to  a 
young  gentleman  who  thus  honoured  him 
and  them,  with  his  company,  at  the  fame 
time  giving  him  the  higheft  encomiums; 
though  indeed  not  more  than  he  deferved. 
They  all  promis’d  obedience  to  his  directi¬ 
ons*  and,  when  the  captain  join’d  him  a- 
gain,  he  produc’d  a  lift  of  fuch  plays  as  his 
company  were  matters  of,  and  aftign’d  to 
.  his  new  friend  the  parts  of  Ofmyn  in  the 
Mourning  Bride ;  Othello ,  Cajlalio  in  the 
Orphan ,  and  others  of  the  fame  caft  ;  and 
the  next  morning  it  was  determined  to  per¬ 
form  the  Mourning  Bride ,  for  the  captain 
now  did  nothing  without  Davy's  participa¬ 
tion,  and  for  that  purpofe  the  hoft  was 
call’d  in,  and  a  bargain  ftruck  with  him 
for  his  beft  and  largeft  barn,  which  the  cap¬ 
tain  ’ere  now  had  exhibited  in,  and  the  tra¬ 
gedians  went  to  work  to  prepare  it  for  that 
purpofe;  being  two  of  them  carpenters,  by 
profeffion,  and  fkill’d  in  fetting  out  the 
ftage,  in  which  they  were  affifted  by  the 
directions  of  Davy ,  at  whofe  tafte  in  fuch 
affairs  they  all  admir’d. 

And  now  my  gentle  readers,  who  are 
accuftom  d  to  the  gaudy  theatres  of  the 

metro- 


N 


% 


1 1 6  The  Juvenile  Adventures 

metropolis,  look  not  with  contempt  and 
difdain  upon  this  fird  outlet  of  your  darl¬ 
ing,  under  the  humble  roof  of  thatch,  that 
kept  our  barn  fecure  from  inclement  (kies, 
and  treading  the  rough  unplaned  dage, 
fupported  by  chairs,  (tools  and  tables,  and 
drawing  applaufe  from  the  lernian  peafant, 
or  the  honed  Clonmelian  fhopkeepers,  their 
wives  and  daughters!  For  know  that  in 
the  original  of  theatric  reprefentations,  there 
was  more  of  fimplicity,  and  little  of  art  or 
decoration  to  the  dage.  The  drollers  of 
5 Thefpis^  the  famous  drammatid  of  Greece , 
were  carry’d  from  town  to  town,  and  from 
city  to  city,  in  a  cart,  and  perhaps  per¬ 
form’d  in  their  ufual  drefs*,  for  Horace  tells 
us,  that  Aifchylus  was  the  fird  that  gave  a  mafk 
to  his  atfors,  drefs’d  them  in  robes  with 
long  trains,  and  their  legs  with  bufkins  •,  and 
had  a  final  I  dage  built  for  them  ’Twas  he 
who  fird  found  out  dances  for  his  chorus,  and 
brougnt  a  drunken  perfon  upon  the  dage*, 
beir  g  himfelf  guilty  of  that  vice.  He  made 
uie  of  o /jgatharcus  for  the  decorations  of 
his  frene,  which  were  much  improv’d  by 
Sophocles  \  for  tho’  the  fcene  or  place  of  ac¬ 
tion  was  but  one  throughout ;  yet  the  paint¬ 
ing  of  the  fcene  might  be  diverfify’d,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fubjedts  of  the  feveral  epifodes. 
Thus  Amply  were  the  fathers  of  the  drama 

accom- 
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accommodated  in  their  theatres,  and  we 
fliould  look  upon  them  with  reverence. 
The  Romans  were  the  firft  who  added  fuch 
a  glare  of  ornaments,  and  made  luch  a 
rout  with  fhifting  their  fcenes.  Even,  in 
England ,  ’till  the  reign  of  the  facetious 
monarch  Charles  the  fecond,  women  were 
not  introduced  upon  the  ftage,  one  of  the 
firft  a&refies  being  the  famous  Mrs.  Ellen 
Gwynn ,  who  gave  birth  to  a  race  of  real 
heroes  •,  nor  were  they  very  expenfive  in 
their  theatres,  if  we  may  believe  ’fquirc 
Cibber ,  who  muft  be  acknowledg’d  to  be  an 
unexceptionable  authority  in  thefe  affairs. 
No,  fome  of  the  moft  fmock-fac’d  play¬ 
ers,  were  drefs’d  up  as  females  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  filling  up  thofe  chara&ers. 

■  Could  it  be  any  difgrace  to  Davy  to 
make  the  barn  eccho  with  the  diftraftion 
of  Ofmyn,  and  to  read  a  theatric  le&ure  to 
a  country  town,  when  the  immortal  Ho¬ 
mer,  for  the  honour  of  whofe  birth  fo  many 
rival  cities  contended,  dealt  his  rhapfodies 
or  ballads  about,  ftrolling  thro’  the  cities 
of  Greece  for  his  bread,  travelling  in  a 
cart,  from  which  he  perhaps  delighted  his 
audience  and  inftrufted  them  in  the  my- 
fteries  of  religion  and  philofophy  ?  Whofe 
excellent  ballads,  long  after  the  death  of 
that  divine  blind  poet,  were,  from  broken 

and 
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and  fcattered  compofures,  gather’d  rank’d 
under,  and  reduced  into  an  intire  conti¬ 
nued  poem,  by  Arifiarcbus  the  critick. 

In  thefe  our  days  have  not  the  redoubt¬ 
ed  The.  Cibber ,  the  facetious  Joe  Miller ,  the 
humourous  Hippijley  and  Penkithman ,  the 
induftrious  Mills ,  and  other  celebrated 
geniufes,  melodioufly  enchanted  the  Ca¬ 
mille  in  Smith  field  and  Southwark ,  and  fill’d 
many  a  barn  and  liable  with  peals  of  mirth, 
or  drawn  tears  from  plebeian  eyes. 

The  evening  came,  however,  that  was 
to  give  the  firit  fruits  of  the  compleateft 
acftor  that  ever  mov’d  an  audience;  the 
evening  that  was  deftin’d  to  ufher  into  fame 
the  Mafter  of  all  the  human  paffions,  and  the 
admiration  of  the  gay  and  the  fair ! 

The  audience  was  compos’d  of  about 
an  hundred  of  the  better  fort  of  the 
towns-people,  and  a  few  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  country,  all  array’d  in  their  beft, 
and  the  curtain  role  to  the  foft  mufic 
of-  two  tolerable  violins  that  were  hir’d 
in  the  place.  Ahneria  was  not  without  ap- 
plaufe,  and  7^ara  out  did  her  former  out 
doings,  on  this  d i Hi ngui fil’d  night.  The 
captain  fiione  in  Alanuel^  but  Ofinyn ,  tho* 
at  firft  a  certain  natural  diffidence  and  mo- 
defly  gave  him  lome  few  ftruggles  and 
paules,  lurpafs’d  every  thing  the  audience 

had 
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had  ever  heard  or  feen  before  ;  which  they 
teftify’d  by  repeated  claps  and  applaufes, 
and  by  abundance  of  fobs  and  tears  at  his 
diftrefs.  The  grace  of  his  action,  the  juftnefs 
of  his  accent,  the  melody  of  his  voice,  and 
that  propriety  with  which  he  enter’d  into 
his  character,  together  with  his  youth,  and 
the  native  amiablenefs  of  his  perfon,  cap¬ 
tivated  the  hearts  of  the  female  part  of  his 
audience,  and  charm’d  the  men.  In  fhort 
they  were  in  perfedt  raptures,  nor  mifs’d 
fevera.l  characters  in  the  play,  which  had 
been  left  out  from  fcantinefs  of  hands, 
whilft  the  principal  one  made  fuch  ample 
amends  for  the  deficiency.  As  to  Davy , 
he  had  never  been  better  pleas’d  in  his  life, 
his  bofom  glow’d  with  the  warmeft  tranf- 
ports,  at  the  plaudit  he  was  crown’d  with, 
and,  before  the  play  was  over,  he  was  con¬ 
firm’d  within  himfelf,  in  the  further  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  delightful  art.  Every  one,  at 
their  withdrawing,  pefter’d  the  hold,  and 
fent  for  the  captain  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
to  know  the  young  gentleman’s  name  and 
country  ;  but  they  only  anfwer’d,  that  he 
was  a  youth  of  fortune,  who  had  join’d 
the  company  for  his  amufemenr,  and  de¬ 
fil’d  his  name  might  be  conceal’d.  How¬ 
ever,  they  made  M'-Kenjie  promife  to  re¬ 
peat  the  play  the  next  evening,  which  he 

readily 
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readily  did,  for  he  already  perceiv’d  the 
increas  d  profit  he  fhould  reap  frorn  his 
new  collegue. 

When  they  were  met  together,  at  fup- 
per,  he  flung  his  arms  round  Davy’s  neck, 
and,  embracing  him,  protefted  he  could 
fcarce  attend  to  his  own  part,  he  was  fo 
full  of  admiration  at  his  performance,  and 
putting  the  bag,  containing  the  receipt  of 
the  night,  into  his  hands,  befought  him 
to  divide  it  with  him  ^  but  Davy  afifur’d 
hi  m,  that  the  continuance  of  his  friend- 
fhip  was  all  he  defir’d  ;  that  he  would  con¬ 
tinue  with  him  fome  time,  as  much  out  of 
regard  to  him,  as  to  the  liking  he  took  to 
the  art  he  had  commenc’d  the  pradiice  of, 
and,  in  compliance  with  his  requeft,  again 
perform’d  Ofmyn ,  to  a  crouded  audience  ; 
but  as  he  was  refolv’d  not  to  continue  long 
in  one  place,  for  fear  of  a  difcovery,  the 
captain  came  to  a  refolution  the  next  day 
to  decamp  from  Clonmel . 


CHAP. 
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Davy  vanquijhes  a  pedant.— -They  fet  out  from 
Clonmel. — Perform  at  Govvran. — Arrive 
at  Caftledermot. — Play  there — He  re¬ 
turns  home. — Meets  with  an  unexpected  re¬ 
ception.— Again  flies  from  Cork  .—Forms  a 
fudden  refolution  —Heath  of  his  grand- 
father  —Joins  M‘Kenfie  again.— Exhibits 

at  r7,  le' — ^  faints  at  the  theatre. 

—Who  foe  proves  to  be.— She  is  admitted 
into  toe  company.— Her  character  andac- 
comph foments. —They  embark  at  Dublin  for 

had  got  all  their  baggage 
loaded,  and  the  carts  and  performers 
vere  already  on  their  way  to  Gowran,  when 
i  perfon  broke,  fomewhat  abruptly,  into 
■he  room  where  Davy  and  the  captain  were 

itting,  and,  addreffing  the  former,  Paid _ 

>ir,  of  all  the  ftupendous  miracles,  that 
:ver  prefented  themfelves  to  my  optical 
acuities,  you  are  the  moft  prodigious' 
heard  you,  laft  night,  with  felicitous  emo- 
ions  of  tranlport,  and  as  I  find  you  are  go¬ 
ng  to  peregrinate  from  this  town,  I  could 
iot  refilt  the  call  of  my  curiofity,  to  make 
nquiry,  under  whofe  difcipfine  you  receiv- 

d  your  fcholaftic  mftitutions;  for  I  verily 

Vol.  I.  G  •  7 

°  opine. 
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opine,  from  the  fplendidation  of  your  ta¬ 
lent?,  from  the  meafured  cadence  of  your 
vociferation,  that  you  muft  have  imbib’d  all 
thole  corufcations,  that  have  fo  enlighten’d 
our  underftandings  and  captivated  our  fenfes, 
thro’  a  regular  gradation  of  claftical  know¬ 
ledge,  and  that  you  have  learn’d  your  lef- 
l'ons  at  the  Athenian  fountain,  and  have 
loaf'd  with  the  fillers  nine,  above  the  Par- 
najfean  mount-,  have  fuck’d  in  all  the  fu- 
blimity  of  Longinus ,  and  all  the  artful  rules 
of  Arijiotle’s  poeticks.  Davy,  tho’  he  could 
fcarce  forbear  laughing,  to  keep  up  the  fub- 
jeft  and  ftyle,  anfwer’d,  My  dear  Sir,  fo  im¬ 
petuous  a  curiofity  I  think  ought  to  meet 
with  abundant  gratification.  -I  prelume 
Sir,  you  are,  by  the  correftnefs  ot  your 
phrale,  one  of  thole  ftupendoufly  erudite 
feers,  that  undertake  to  meliorate  the  be¬ 
haviour,  and  model  the  minds  of  youth.— 
To  this  the  pedagogue,  for  that  was  his 
character,  made  a  low  and  fubmiffive  bow, 
—Know  then,  learned  Sir,  continues  Davy, 
that,  under  the  feet  of  the  excellent  Dr. 
Broomhead ,  of  this  kingdom— I  have  con¬ 
vers’d  with  the  firlt  heroes  of  poetry,  hif- 
tory,  oratory,  philofophy,  and  all  other  li¬ 
terature! — 1  am  acquainted  with  the  native 
heroic  funplicity  of  Homer,  the  hufbandry  of 
Uefwd,  the  paftoral  fcenes  of  Theocritus,  the 
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volubility  of  Pindar,  the  honey  of  Anacreon, 
and  the  beauties  of  Sappho ;  the  majefly  of 
Virgil,  the  neatnefs  of  Horace,  the  eafinefs 
of  Ovid ,  the  foftnefs  of  Catullus ,  the  fharp- 
nefs  of  Perfius  and  Juvenal ,  the  flights  of 
toW,  the  hiftoric  gravity  of  Z#JL,  the 
wit  of  Mai  tial,  and  the  founding  numbers 
of  Claudian.  I  have  taken  a  view  of  the  A- 
thenian  and  Roman  ftage,  have  obferv’d  the 
fteps  by  which  the  adtion  of  the  theatre 
from  its  firft  rude  beginnings  grew  up  to 
its  compleat  hate  and  perfection,  by  the 
fwelhng  and  big  expreflions  ofCEfchylus,  the 
lofty  ftde  of  Sophocles,  the  fententioufnefs 
or  Euripides,  the  At  tick  elegance  of  Ariflo- 
phanes-,  the  decorum,  the  copioufnefs  and 
hvely  reprefentations  of  Plautus,  the  purity 
and  exadtnefs  of  Terence,  the  brifk  fpirit  of 
zeneca  My  mind  has  been  flrongly  aiFect- 
ed  with  the  great  orators  of  former  a^es 
my  fenfes  have  been  ftrangely  mov’d  and 
influenc  d  by  the  force  of  Demojlhenes,  the 
fweetnefs  of  Ifocrates,  and  the  flowing  elo¬ 
quence  of  Tully.  J  have  admir’d  the  rules 
of  the _  judicious  Quintilian.  In  hiftory  I 
have  been  looth’d  and  delighted  with  lie 

ItTldlVff  lansuasr’ and  n“  ‘r 

did.es  Attick  flyle  has  commandedmy  judo- 
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exactneis,  has  inftrudted  and  fatisfy’d  n 
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moft  curious  enquiries,  into  the  original 
and  ancient  ceremonies  of  the  Roman  na¬ 
tion.  1  have  been  charm’d  with  the  con- 
ciie  emphaticalnefs  of  Sallujl ,  the  copiouf- 
nefs  of  Livy-,  am  concern’d  that  the  firft 
wrote  no  more,  and  that  fo  much  of  the 
laft  is  either  utterly  lo(f,  or  buried  in  fome 
place  where  the  publiclc  can  t  be  the  better 
for  it.  Having  a  tafte  for  natural  hiftory, 
I  have  feafted  myfelf  with  the  variety  of 
pliny ,  and,  in  a  melancholy  mood,  I  have 
reforted  to  the  pious  Socrates ,  the  fevere 
Pythagoras,  the  divine  Plato ,  the  nervous 
Ariflotle,  the  patient  EpiStetus,  the  learned 
Plutarch,  and  the  moral  Seneca.  I  have 
('ported  with  Lucretius,  and  have  been  pleaf- 
ed  with  his  (kill  in  verbifying  his  mafter  E- 
picurus’s  atoms,  tho’  he  could  never  prove 
them.  I  have  obferv’d  aftronomy  and 
poetry  join’d  in  Bratus  and  Rlanilius,  geo¬ 
graphy  and  poetry  in  Dionyfius  the  African, 
and  philofophy  and  oratory  in  Cicero.  This, 
Sir,  is  but  an  imperfect  landlkip  of  what  I 
have  imbib’d-,  but  1  thought  I  ow’d  the 
account  to  a  gentleman  who  queftion’d  me 
upon  this  head  with  fo  much  folemnity  and 
confideration.  The  pedant,  whilft  Ranger 
was  thus  running  himfelf  out  of  breath, 
Pood  with  gaping  mouth ,  that  tejlify  d  fur- 
prize,  whilft  the  colour  alternately  painted. 
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and  forfook  his  cheeks;  for  Mr.  M'Ernejs, 
that  was  his  name,  having  heard  fuch  great 
encomiums  on  our  hero,  and  alfo  beheld 
his  excellencies,  and  befides  being  himfelf 
a  pretender  to  theatric  knowledge,  with 
the  malignity  of  a  mean  and  vulgar  fpirir, 
had  brought  two  or  three  with  him,  who 
enter’d  the  room  foon  after  him  to  witnefs 
what  fport  he  could  make  of  the  new  tra¬ 
gedian,  and  how  he  could  pofe  and  road 
him ;  tor  fome  wretches,  nay  very  many, 
are  fo  malignant  as  to  think  all  praife  be¬ 
llow’d  upon  another  as  detracting  fomewhat 
from,  or  leffening  their  own  merit.  Davy 
had  perceived  this,  and  to  this,  the  compa¬ 
ny  ow’d,  perhaps,  one  of  the  bed  minia¬ 
ture  pictures  of  the  ancients  that  ever  was 
drawn  off  hand,  and  which  fo  adonifh’d 
and  difappointed  the  pedagogue,  the  Lon¬ 
ginus  of  Clonmel ,  that  he  ftood  filent  for 
fome  moments,  whilft  the  captain  and  his 
friends,  highly  relifhing  the  fcene,  were 
ready  to  fall  from  their  feats  with  laughter, 
and  caft  many  refpeCtful  regards  on  Mr. 
Ranger ,  admiring  his  readinefs,  his  know¬ 
ledge  and  his  memory.  At  length  willing 
to  go  off  with  fome  applaufe,  to  fave  his 
reputation  amongft  his  friends,  and  dill, 
like  all  fuch  coxcombs,  doubting  if  what 
Davy  faid  had  not  been  conceiv’d  before, 
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and  got  by  rote,  which  was  far  from  being 
the  caie,  he  began  very  impertinently  to  in¬ 
terrogate  him  upon  feveral  grammatical  ni- 
cities,  which  Davy  readily  gave  anfwers  to, 
and  in  his  turn  afk’d  him,  it  in  his  reading 
VirgiU  he  had  not  obferv’d  fomewhat  very 
particular  in  the  following  line, 

Multum  ille  &  t  err  is  j aft at  us  &  alto. 

Or  this, 

4ft  ego,  qu<e  divum  incedo  Regina - 

I  Ask  you  thefe  queftions,  Sir,  he  con¬ 
tinued,  becaufe  I  think  matters  of  this  fort, 
are  becoming  the  dignity  of  erudite  gentle¬ 
men,  a  phrafe  of  your  own,  are  difcoverable 
of  the  beauties  ot  the  authors  we  have  been 
mentioning,  and  more  ufeful  to  thofe  of 
the  company  who  underftand  us,  than 
quibbling  about  grammatical  nicities,  which 
every  fchool-boy  of  any  (landing  is  fuppof- 
ed  to  be  mafter  of:  The  erudite  fchool- 
mafter,  whofe  obfervations  had  never  ven¬ 
tured  further  than  a  heavy  conftrudtion  of 
an  author  would  admit,  was  pos’d  at  the 
queftion,  and  fairly  own’d  he  did  not  un¬ 
derftand  the  meaning  of  it  Why,  Sir, 
return’d  Davy ,  had  you  had  any  tafte  of 
the  beauties  of  that  fine  writer,  or  any  o- 
ther,  you  would  have  been  able  to  give  a 
ready  anfwer.  The  choice  of  proper  words 

is 
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is  very  peculiar  to  Virgil ,  as  a!fo  the  em- 
phafis  of  his  epithets;  which  are  never 
brought  in  to  fill  up  or  prop  the  verfe,  but 
to  help  and  clear  the  fignification  ;  they  are 
always  neceffary,  never  idle.  The  very 
found  and  placing  of  the  words,  in  him, 
as  well  as  in  Homer ,  are  often  fitted  exa&ly 
to  his  intended  meaning.  In  the  fir  ft  men¬ 
tioned  of  thefe  verfes,  does  not  Virgil  by 
two  elifions,  and  the  repetition  of  the  co¬ 
pulative,  fenfibly  paint  and  found  to  the 
very  eyes  and  ears  of  the  reader,  the  many 
rubs  and  fhocks  his  JEneas  met  with?  In 
the  fecond,  does  not  the  grave  ftalking  of 
three  concurring  fpondees ,  lively  fhew  us  the 
difdaining  pride,  and  commanding  gait  of 
Juno?  Let  any  read  his  defcription  of  a 
tempeft,  in  his  firft  Alneid ,  and  he’ll  find 
not  only  the  fenfe,  but  the  mere  found  and 
running  of  the  words,  expreffive  of  the 
blowing  of  the  winds,  the  rolling  of  the 
billows,  the  cracks  of  the  cables,  the  noife 
of  the  thunder,  and  the  quick  fparkling  of 
the  lightning  in  a  dark  difmal  night.  So 
you  fee,  Sir,  that  tho’  grammar  has  appro¬ 
priated  fenfe  to  words ;  yet  it  is  no  fmall 
improvement  to  fpeech,  when  the  fyllables, 
or  even  the  letters,  the  fmalleft  part  of 
them,  are  fubfervient  to  the  fignification. 
At  this  judicious  and  genteel  conclufion, 
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the  pedagogue's  eyes  fparkled  with  fire,  and, 
hauling  from  his  pocket  a  fheet  of  paper, 
Sir,  lays  he,  I51I  lay  you  a  guinea  you  don’t 
Know  from  what  authors  thefe  lines  are 
taken,  nor  can  off  hand  put  them  into 
an  Englijh  drefs  ?  Done,  fays  the  captain. 
Ml  take  you  up.  Davy  took  the  lines,  and 
)ead  them  out,  as  follows,  Me  vero  primum 
ante  omnia  dulces  mufe,  quarum  ingen ti  amore 
per culfus  facra  fero ,  accipiant ;  viafque  cceli 
ac  fidera ,  varios  Jolis  defettus  ac  luna  labo - 
res  monjlrent ;  unde  terris  tremor  j  qua  vi 
alta  maria  ruptis  obicibus  tumefcant ,  et  ipfa 
rurfus  in  fe  refidant  ;  quid  foies  hyberni  fe 
oceano  tingere  tantum  proper ent ,  vel  qu*e  mora 

obfiet  tardis  noffiibus.- - - Felix ,  qui  rerum 

caufas  cognofcere  potuit,  £sf  pedibus  omnes  metusy 
&  fatum  inexorabile  avarique  Acherontis 
Jlrepitum  fubjecit.  Et  ille  fortunatus ,  qui 
deos  agrejles  novit ,  £5?  Pana,  fenemque  Syl- 
vanum ,  £sf  for  ores  Nymphas .  After  he  had 
finifh  d  them,  he  lat  down  with  great  un¬ 
concern  and  off  hand  wrote  the  following 
tranfiation.  For  my  part ,  I  own  that  above 
all  things ,  1  prefer  the  mufes  and  their  fweet 
converfation  \  I  am  their  priefi  ;  their  love 
has  charmed  me  ;  may  they  tcike  me  for  their 
awn ,  and  fhcw  me  the  ways  of  heaven ,  the 
ftars ,  the  various  eclipfes  of  the  fun ,  and 
labours  of  the  moon  \  may  they  teach  me,  whence 
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proceed  earthquakes ,  what  forces  the  deep 
feas  to  f  well  and  overthrow  their  hanks ,  and  to 
fall  back  again  and  return  to  their  channels  ;  why 
tn  winter  the  fun  is  in  fuch  hajle  to  Jet  and  dip 
himfelf  in  the  ocean ,  why  in  fummer  the  flow 
night  is  fo  loth  to  fucceed  the  day. — Happy  he9 
who  has  been  able  to  inform  himfelf  of  the 
caufes  of  things  ;  who  has ,  through  philofophy, 
fo  fortified  his  foul  againfi  all  fear ,  as  to  tread 
under  his  feet  the  natural  apprehenfions  of  in¬ 
exorable  death ,  and  the  noife  of  that  infernal 
infatiable  river  Acheron,  fhe  countryman , 
likewife  is  happy  in  his  way ,  who  knows  the 
gods  of  the  country ,  Pan,  old  Sylvanus,  and 
thofe  fiflers ,  the  nymphs .  When  he  had 

finifh’d,  he  prefented  the  tranflation  to  Mr. 
M'Ernefs  who  with  great  lhame  and  con- 
fufion  was  forc’d  to  acknowledge  it  a  juft 
one,  for  indeed  he  knew  little  about  it;  and 
now,  Sir,  fays  Davy ,  your  behaviour,  your 
petite  criticifms  and  your  ill-natur’d  fnarl- 
ing,  have  given  me  fo  mean  an  opinion 
of  you,  I’ll  lay  you  another  guinea,  not  to 
affedt  the  firft  wager,  that  you  yourfelf 
cannot  tell  whence  this  Latin  fragment  was 
taken  ;  for  from  every  circumftance  I  am 
fure  you  are  incapable  of  giving  it  in  this 
manner.  All  the  company  agreed  to  this 
as  a  piece  of  juftice^,  but  the  pedant,  or 
the  would  bey  I’m  at  a  lofs  now  what  to  call 
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him,  infilled  upon  the  fulfilling  of  the 
whole  of  the  fird  bett,  by  which  it  plainly 
appear’d,  that  he  was  not  the  man  he  would 
fain  pafs  for,  to  the  great  diverfion  of  all 
prefent.  Well  then,  fays  Davy,  fince  you 
cannot,  for  fo  I  mud  underdand  it,  I  will. 
Thefe  lines  are  from  Virgil  and  Horace ,  but 
drefs’d  in  profe,  by  altering  the  order  of  the 
words.  And  now,  good,  Mr.  Jingle,  I  fhail,  if 
you  fay  any  more,  dun  you  with  Juvenal9 s 
exclamation. 

Semper  ego  audit  or, tantum  ?  nunquamne  reponam> 
Vexatus  toties ,  rauci  Dhefeide  Codri  ? 

for  thou  art  a  very  Codrus ,  if  not  fome- 
thing  worfe,  and  if  you  don’t  diredtly 
leave  the  room,  into  which  you  intruded 
yourfelf,  for  the  meaned  of  purpotes  I 
perceive,  that  of  making  yourfelf  impor¬ 
tant  at  my  expence,  without  the  abilities 
of  performing  it,  1  fhail  give  you  fuch  a 
corredtion  as  you  would  bedow  upon  one 
of  your  boys  for  ignorance  and  infolence. 
— This  was  fpoke  with  fo  determin’d  a 
refolution,  that  the  poor  wretch  departed 
the  room  like  lightning,  leaving  a  very 
nnfavoury  fcent  b  :hind  him>  fo  much  his 
fear  had  operated  upon  him  *,  whild  his 
friends,  pleas’d  to  the  highed  degree,  made 
themfelves  merry  with  the  captain  and 
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Davy  at  his  expence,  who  before  they  fetout 
were  fo  humane  as  to  defire  them  to  keep  the 
matter  fecret,  left  the  fpi*eading  it  might 
prejudice  him  in  his  livelihood,  arifing 
from  flogging  the  townfmen’s  children  thro’ 
the  cafes  and  declenfions,  as  far  as  which 
they  obferv’d  he  might  perhaps  prove  a 
tolerable  tutor.  His  friends  would  have 
paid  the  guinea,  he  had  loft,  for  him,  as  they 
knew  how  to  get  it  of  him  again,  and  infill¬ 
ed  upon  Mr.  Ranger' s  taking  it  ^  but  he  wav'd 
the  matter,  telling  them  he  relinquifh’d  it 
in  their  favour,  upon  condition  they  brought 
him  to  fpend  it  in  the  very  room  where 
their  doughty  difpute  had  happened,  that 
my  hoft  might  participate  of  the  entertain¬ 
ment,  who  parted  with  his  guefts  after  an 
hundred  prayers  for  their  welfare,  and 
wifhes  for  their  fpeedy  coming  again  ;  for 
indeed  nothing  was  now  talk’d  of  at  Clon¬ 
mel ,  but  the  merit  of  the  young  adtor. 
The  captain  and  Davy  diverted  themfelves, 
till  aheir  arrival  at  Gowran ,  with  the  late 
fcene,  and  the  former  could  not  help  again 
and  again  breaking  out  into  immoderate 
prailes  of  Mr  Ranger' s  learning  and  good- 
fenfe  ;  who  modeftly  reply’d,  he  had  had 
the  happinefs  of  a  very  able  matter,  at 
which  expreflion,  recalling  many  fadly  ten¬ 
der  things  to  mind,  he  could  fcarcely  for¬ 
bear. 
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bear  tears,  and  was  blefs’d  with  a  tolerable 
memory.  I  hey  found  their  people  fafely 
.arriv’d  at  Gowran ,  and,  the  day.  after,  they 
enter’d  the  town,  perform’d  Venice  Pre- 
ferv  d ,  to  about  fixty  perfons,  amongft 
whom  were  two  ladies  of  diftindtion,  the 
daughters  of  a  baronet,  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  town,  who  feem’d  prodigioufly 
affedted  at  the  adhon  of  young  Jaffier,  fo 
that  they  could  fcarce  be  retain’d  by  their 
father,  who  was  with  them,  from  breaking 
out  into  louder  tokens  of  rapture  than 
would  have  been  counted  decent  in  perfons 
of  their  rank  and  fortune.  Innocent  as 
Davy  was  in  this  affair,  or  the  captain,  an 
order  came  from  the  magiftrates  for  them 
to  leave  the  place,  obtain’d  by  the  baronet’s 
defire,  who  it  feems  had  heard  fo  much 
from  the  young  ladies,  in  praife  of  Davy , 
that  he  apprehended  this  the  beft  way  to 
fecure  himfelf  from  the  danger  of  an  amour, 
between  his  daughters  and  a  player.  Our 
two  gentlemen,  who  knew  nothing  of 
thefe  motives,  were  quite  lui priz’d  at  fuch 
an  order,  which  however  they  forthwith 
obey’d,  and  arriv’d,  at  noon  the  next  day, 
at  Cafiledermot ,  where  the  captain  propos’d 
for  fome  time  to  pitch  his  tent.  Here  they 
diverted  the  publick  for  almoft  a  month, 
and  Davy  was  the  idol  of  all  the  circum¬ 
jacent 


,•  r,  ,  -v  .  ; V  '  ./  >  .'V.  ■** 

■ 


rot® 


:-^v 


H'-l'  vfc 


of  DAVID  RANGER.  133 

jacent  country,  whilft  the  captain  reap’d 
extraordinary  benefit  from  him,  and  the 
company,  confefling  his  evident  fuperiori- 
ty  daily  improv’d  by  imitating  his  voice 
and  adtion.  At  length  he  grew  uneafy,  at 
not  having,  for  fome  time,  heard  from  his 
father,  who  he  fiatedly  wrote  to,  and 
had,  ’till  the  laft  fortnight  ,  receiv’d  re¬ 
gular  anfwers  from,  diredled  to  the  places 
where  in  his  letters  he  faid  he  fhould  fo- 
journ.  He  imagin’d,  upon  this,  that  his 
father  was  fick,  or  having  by  fome  means 
or  other  got  an  inkling  of  his  adventures 
and  company,  he  was  fo  highly  incens’d 
againft  him  as  to  drop  his  correfpondence  ; 
but  then,  if  the  latter  had  been  the  cafe, 
he  thought  he  would  before  now  have  re¬ 
call’d  him  home,  or  come  after  him  in  per- 
fon.  Both  thefe  thoughts  however  made 
him  prodigioufly  uneafy,  and  therefore  he 
refolv’d  to  take  leave  of  his  companions, 
and  return  to  Cork ,  after  fuch  a  Jong  ab- 
fence.  Fie  did  not  find  fo  great  reludtance, 
now,  in  coming  to  this  determination,  as 
time  and  variety  of  incidents,  and  his  pre- 
fent  darling  amufement,  as  it  might  yet 
very  well  be  called,  had  in  fome  meafure 
abated  the  violence  of  his  forrow  for  the 
lofs  of  his  Sophia ;  for  tho’  he  never  thought 
of  her  yet  without  a  figh,  he  was  too 
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young  to  refign  himfelf  intirely  over  to 
liis  affiidtion.  When  he  communicated 
his  defign  to  his  friend  M^Kenfie^  that 
gentleman  could  not  help  tedifying  his 
concern  in  the  mod  lively  and  affedting 
manner,  crying,  Ah  !  my  dear  friend,  why 
was  I  fo  unhappy  as  ever  to  know  you,  if 
1  mud  fo  foon  be  depr  iv’d  of  your  fociety  ? 
By  heavens,  your  friendfhip  is  the  only 
fincere  pleafure  I  ever  felt;  and  I  thought 
providence  had  mod  kindly  dedin’d  it  for 
me  to  recompence  all  the  former  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  my  life.  Why,  are  you  fo  kind, 
fo  amiable,  or  why  am  I  to  be  fo  fuddenly 
robb’d  of  you  ?  I  find  that  I  fhall  now 
be  caft  down  into  the  lowed  depth  of 
dilpair  !  This  he  utter’d  with  fuch  tender 
emotion,  that  Davy  was  quite  melted,  for 
he  had  contracted  a  real  affedtion  for  him, 
which  indeed  his  merit  and  behaviour  had 
very  much  defer v’d.  He  faid  all  he  could 
to  confole  him,  and  promis’d  that  he  would 
loon  fee  him  again,  and  if  poflible  conti¬ 
nue  with  him  begging  him  to  minute  down 
the  route  he  intended  to  take,  for  the  great¬ 
er  facility  of  joining  him.  Thefe  promifes 
in  fome  meafure  redor’d  him  to  peace,  and 
they  parted,  fhedding  tears  on  both  fides. 
In  a  day  and  half  he  came  within  fight  of 
his  native  city,  which  once  more  recall’d 

all 
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all  the  tender  fentiments  with  which  he  had 
been  infpir’d  upon  that  well-known  fpot : 
The  nearer  he  approach’d  it,  he  could  not 
avoid  recolledting  many  country  walks, 
when,  in  the  days  of  perfect  innocence,  he 
had  with  his  arm  round  his  Sophy  s  waift, 
talk’d  over  all  that  their  fond  hearts  could 
dictate.  Once  more  the  tear  darted  from 
his  eye,  and  his  bofom  heav’d  with  rending 
pangs.  When  he  came  into  town,  he  fet 
up  his  horfe  at  an  inn  in  the  fuburbs,  where 
he  was  not  known,  and  waited  ’till  even¬ 
ing,  when  he  had  fhifted  his  travelling  drefs 
for  another,  and  then  fet  forward  for  his  fa¬ 
ther’s.  His  man  he  had  fent  home  when 
he  firft  join’d  M"Kenfie ,  pretending  to  his 
father  that  he  did  fo  to  avoid  expence,  and  v 
to  indulge  his  obfervations  upon  the  coun¬ 
try  with  more  freedom,  which,  in  the  next 
letter  he  received,  was  very  well  approv’d 
of.  When  he  arrived  at  the  door,  and  had 
knock’d,  this  very  fervant  open’d  it,  and 
cry’d  out  in  a  perfedl  extacy,  Oh!  my  m af¬ 
ter  : — Oh  !  Sir,  how  glad  I  am  to  fee  you  ! 
Davy  took  him  kindly  by  the  hand/ and 
thank’d  him  for  his  congratulation,  and, 
paffing  him,  ran  towards  the  parlour,  and 
opening  the  door,  faw  his  father  fitting 
with  a  lady,  and  fpringing  forwards,  caught 
him  in  his  arms  with  an  eager  embrace. 

The 
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T  he  old  gentleman  did  not  return  it  with 
equal  ardor,  and  indeed  Teem’d  difconcerted 
with  the  fuddennefs  and  unexpe&ednefs  of 
his  appearance.  But,  at  length,  told  him, 
his  abrupt  entry  had  furpriz’d  him,  and  he 
was  amaz’d  he  fhould  be  io  indifcreet  as 
not  to  fend  him  word  of  his  arrival.  Our 
hero  Hood  aghaft  at  this  cold  reception,  the 
tears  flarted  into  his  eyes,  and  he  cry’d. 
Oh !  Sir,  you  did  not  ufe  to,  greet  me  To 
— what  have  I  done  to  offend  you?  and 
fell  back  Tome  paces  into  a  chair,  over¬ 
whelm’d  with  aftonifhment  and  mortifica¬ 
tion.  The  father’s  confufion  ftill  the  more 
encreafed  at  thefe  words,  whilft  the  lady, 
rifing  from  her  feat,  fuddenly  left  the  room, 
with  a  look  of  great  embarraffment.  Some 
minutes  after,  the  father  reaching  out  his 
hand,  faid,  come  near  my  Ton,  my  deareft 
Davy!—  Your  father  is  too  ingenuous  to  con¬ 
ceal  from  you,  that  he  is  alhamed  and 
troubled  at  your  prefence — he  was  not  pre¬ 
par’d  for  an  event  which  he  did  not  yet  ex¬ 
pert  ! — Oh  Davy ,  1  have  done — what  I  am 
afraid  to  mention  to  vou. — That  woman, 
that  but  now  left  the  room — is  your— mo¬ 
ther.  If  Davy  was  before  under  the  greateft 
tremor  of  furprize,  judge  how  thefe  words 
encreas’d  it- — fo  unthought  of  an  incident 
— fo  contrary  to  all  his  ideas  of  his  father 

~-ty’d 
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— ty’d  up  his  tongue,  and  rivetted  him  for 
fome  moments  to  the  fpot  he  flood  in. 
’Twas  not  the  confideration  of  his  own  in- 
tereft  that  thus  moved  him,  no,  he  had  a 
foul  fuperior  to  any  thing  fo  low  and  for¬ 
did;  but  he  had  imagin’d  his  father  fo 
wedded  to  the  idea  of  his  departed  mother, 
fo  wean’d  by  her  lofs  from  the  world,  and 
fo  wife  and  prudent,  that  it  was  impoffible, 
at  his  years,  he  fhould  fall  into  an  error,  as 
he  thought  it,  of  fuch  a  nature.  After  fome 
paufe,  however,  he  refum’d  himfelf  enough 
to  anfwer;  but,  dear  Sir,  you  know  my  af¬ 
fection  to  you  too  well,  to  doubt  of  my  joy 
and  acquiefcence  in  any  thing  that  could 
contribute  to  your  happinefs.  Why  then, 
am  I,  after  an  abfence  of  fuch  a  length,  to 
be  received  with  acoolnefs  and  dittafte  that 
cuts  me  to  the  heart  ?  Is  it  a  neceflary  con¬ 
dition  of  a  fecond  marriage,  that  it  muft 
obliterate  all  affeCtion  for  the  offspring  of 
the  firft  ?  The  firft,  directed  by  heaven, 
by  the  motions  of  the  heart;  whereas  the 
other  is  too  often  generated  by  policy  or 
dotage.  But,  pardon  me.  Sir,  I  would 
not,  nor  does  my  duty  permit  me  to  fay 
any  thing  that  will  give  you  pain.  No,  let 
me  fee  this  happy  mother,  and  endeavour 
to  infpire  her,  by  my  behaviour,  with  an 
affeftion  for  your  fon;  an  affeCtion  that  if 

not 
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uot  in  confideration  to  me,  (lie  cannot  help 
granting  from  refpeft  to  you.  Mr.  Ranger , 
ciafp  d  his  ion  to  his  bread;  he  was  again 
j°!  fome  minutes  the  tender  and  admiring 
father,  he  wept,  and  made  the  following 
reply.  Oh  !  Davy ,  you  muft  not  accufe 
me  of  dotage,  5twas  policy,  nay  5twas  re-  - 
gard  to  you  that  dictated  this  match,  which 
was  as  fuddenly  concluded  as  it  was  thought 
of:  but  it  has  made  me  fince  perfectly 
unhappy ! — I  am  too  late  convinc’d  that 
this  iacred  union  can  never  be  entered  into 
WJ*th  much  comfort,  in  the  decline  of  life, 
2nd  that  iecond  marriages  are  very  rarely 
happy:  No,  we  have  io  many  natural  faik 
ings,  that  it  requires  all  the  affection  that 
can  fpring  from  the  heart,  all  the  blandifh- 
ments  of  youth,  to  enable  us  mutually  to 
bear  them,  and  that  affedtion  is  feldom  re*- 
ferv’d  for  a  fecond  objedl.  Your  mother- 
in-law,  who  was  the  widow  of  Sir  William 
trench ,  and  her  friends,  I  have  fince  learn’d 
(but  1  ought  not  to  tell  you  thefe  things, 
nor  fhould,  but  that  I  know  you  have  pru¬ 
dence  and  diferetion  beyond  your  years) 
knowing  my  happy  circumftances,  made 
life  of  feveral  artifices  to  draw  me  into  a 
liking  of  the  match,  particularly  they  in¬ 
filled  upon  her  having  no  relations,  and 
the  great  advantage  it  would  be  of  to  you. 
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to  fecure  20,00 oL  in  my  family,  which 
they  perfuaded  me  fhe  was,  and  I  really  be¬ 
liev’d  her,  poffefied  of.  As  to  other  in¬ 
ducements  1  had  none;  for  I  had  too  fin- 
cere  a  love  for  your  dear  and  excellent 
mother,  and  was  too  fincerely  ftruck  with 
her  fatal  lofs,  ever  to  harbour  a  thought  of 
further  felicity  in  wedlock.  In  fhort,  I  was 
the  dupe  of  their  artifices,  and  even  made 
fettlement  of  a  larger  jointure  than  my  cir- 
cumftances,  or  my  regard  to  you  ought  to 
have  afforded,  and  behold  I  have  been  re¬ 
paid  with  a  termagant,  a  domineering  wife, 
who  fcarce  allows  me  a  moment’s  reff,  and 
barely  1200  pounds,  which  after  all  was 
the  whole  of  her  poflfeffions.  At  firft  I  re- 
fented  this  ufage  fo  highly  that  I  was  re- 
folv’d  to  go  any  lengths  rather  than  fubmit 
to  live  with  this  traitrefs;  but  my  age,  and 
the  impofiibility  of  getting  rid  of  her,  has 
induc’d  me  to  facrifice  my  refentment  to 
my  prefent  eafe  and  conveniency.  By  this 
refolution  I  continue  to  live  in  tolerable  har¬ 
mony,  ftill  hoping  that  I  fhall  furvive  to 
fee  your  fortune  clear’d  from  fuch  a  dead 
weight,  as  I  have  encumbered  it  with.  Only 
one  thing  can  make  me  more  uneafy,  that 
is,  if  you  fhould  fo  far  refent  this  match  as 
to  behave  rudely  to  your  mother-in-law,  or 
on  the  contrary  fhould  fo  lay  it  to  heart  as 

to 
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to  injure  your  health,  or  difturb  the  repofe 
of  your  mind.  You,  have,  if  I  do  not,  a 
certainty  aimoft,  with  the  will  of  provi¬ 
dence,  of  out  living  this  fettlement,  this 
curs’d  fettlement ;  and  befides  your  money 
refulting  from  the  bequeft  of  our  poor 
friend  Birch ,  is  untouch’d,  and  you,  by 
what  you  have  inform’d  me  in  your  letters, 
of  your  reception  at  your  grandfather’s, 
may  expert  to  be  heir,  at  lead  to  his  pa¬ 
ternal  eftate.  I  would  have  you  think  of 
betaking  yourfelf  to  the  compting-houfe  of 
lome  friend,  for  three  or  four  years,  I  don’t 
mean  as  an  apprentice,  you  are  now  rather 
too  old  for  that,  but  to  be  inftrufted  in  a 
genteeler  way,  in  the  arts  and  myfteries  of 
traffick.  I  love  you,  Davy ,  better  than  all 
the  world,  better  than  I  do  myfelf;  but 
am  forry  to  fay  that  your  prefence  in  this 
houfe  will  be  a  filent  reproach  to  my  fol¬ 
lies,  that  will  touch  me  too  nearly,  and 
1  know  enough  of  my  bargain,  to  be  af- 
Yured  it  would  be  very  difagreeable  to 
her.  It  cuts  me  to  the  heart  to  greet  your 
arrival,  which  glads  me  extremely,  in  fuch 
a  manner  ;  but  now  be  merry,  aft  and  talk 
only  as  a  vifitor,  and  all  will  be  well. 
Davy's  bolom  was  torn  during  this  fpeech, 
by  namelefs  workings  of  his  heart  ;  affefti- 
on,  duty,  pity,  pride,  refentment,  made 
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a  perfect  confus’d  chaotic  jumble  in  his 
mind  ;  but  the  three  firft  foon  conquer’d 
all  the  reft,  and,  at  the  conclufion,  he  was 
convinc’d  by  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe,  and 
drawn  by  his  love  to  his  father,  to  con¬ 
form  entirely  to  his  will,  and  made  him 
the  following  anfwer,  which  he  feem’d  to 
expedt  with  great  impatience,  and  for  fear 
of  interruption  from  his  Xantippe ,  had  rifen 
and  made  faft  the  door. 

Oh !  Sir,  it  does  not  become  me  to  cen- 
fure  any  part  of  your  behaviour,  nor  will 
I,  nor,  at  the  fame  time,  do  you  expedt, 
lam  fure,  any  encomiums  upon  it;  you 
are  too  juft  to  demand  any  tribute  of  that 
fort  from  a  fon  you  have  infpir’d  with  fen- 
timents  of  fincerity.  But,  dear  Sir,  the 
firft  principle  of  my  foul  being  the  defire 
ol  your  eale  and  happinefs,  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  your  days,  I  am  the  moft  un-‘ 
likely  perfon  in  the  world  to  difturb  your 
repofe.  No,  I  never  will,  efpecially  as 
you  have,  and  I  fincerely  believe  it,  made 
yourfelf  a  miftaken  facrifice  for  me.  I  will 
wifli  my  mother  joy,  with  abundance  of 
fatisfadlion,  and  wili  ever  behave  to  her 
with  the  refpedt  due  to  one  you  have  ho¬ 
nour’d  with  the  title  of  your  wife.  As  to 
my  fortune,  it  was  always  the  leaft  of  my 
confideration,  and  if  I  was  fure  of  the  eftates 

of 
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of  yourfelf  and  my  grandfather,  l  would  If  ill, 
if  poiTible,  never  ipend  one  moment  with- 
out  recurring  to  iome  employment  that 
might  be  of  ufe  to  myfelf  and  others.  All 
I  defire,  honour’d  Sir,  before  I  fettle  to 
bufinefs,  is  that  I  may  have  time  to  chafe 
from  my  mind,  the  chargrin  of  this  lad 
occurrence,  which,  when  I  think  of  my 
dear  mother,  almoft  draws  tears  from  my 
eyes  •,  for  which  purpofe,  with  your  leave, 
1  will  tomorrow  fet  out  for  my  uncle’s  at 
Dublin ,  and  take  a  round  to  my  grand¬ 
father’s,  this  being  at  about  the  diftance  of 
time  he  defir’d  me  to  obferve  before  I  faw 
him  again.  By  this  I  may  haply  reftore 
to  itfelf  a  mind  harrow’d  by  repeated  mis¬ 
fortunes,  and  be  able  to  fee  and  live  with 
my  honour’d  and  dear  father,  in  all  that 
ferenity  and  calm  that  is  fo  defirable,  and  to 
watch  over  his  declining  age.  Meantime, 
let  me  here  proted,  once  more,  that  nei¬ 
ther  in  thought,  word  or  deed,  will  I  ever 
give  you  the  lead  jud  caufq  of  uneafinefs, 
and  will  ever  prelerve  that  dutiful  and  af¬ 
fectionate  veneration  towards  you,  which 
you  have  fo  greatly  deferv’d  at  my  hands. 
Oh  !  Sir,  dear  Sir,  perceiving  him  to  weep, 
confider  that  we  are  all  frail  and  uncertain 
creatures,  and  that  as  the  fpot  we  dwell  on 
is  a  mortal  and  perifhing  one,  fo  we  are 

never 
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never  able  to  infure  our  own  conduct  for 
one  moment,  but,  with  ail  the  knowledge 
and  good  fenfewe  can  acquire,  are  vain,  un- 
ftable  and  fickle  things,  comparatively  no¬ 
thing  in  the  fight  of  that  Being, 

Who  fees  with  equal  eye ,  as  God  of  all , 

A  hero  perijh,  or  a  f par  row  fall ; 

Atoms ,  and  fyflems  into  ruin  hurl'd , 

And  here  a  bubble  burft ,  and  there  a  world. 

Here  he  ceas’d,  and  the  father  was  too  full 
of  what  had  pafs’d,  to  anfwer  him  other- 
wife,  than  by  a  ftrenuous  embrace,  which 
was  return’d  with  equal  warmth,  and  when 
they  had  compos’d  themfelves  fufficiently, 
Mr.  Ranger,  rang  the  bell,  and,  a  fervant 
attending,  order’d  him  to  let  his  miftrefs 
know  he  waited  for  her  company.  She 
foon  enter  d,  when  Davy  approaching  her, 
with  his  ufual  polite  manner,  hop’d  fhe 
would  excufe  his  not  paying  his  duty  to 
her  before  ^  but  that  his  not  having  been 
acquainted  of  the  near  relation  Ihe  flood  in 
to  him,  he  hop  d  would  plead  in  his  favour 
for  pardon  ;  but  now,  continu’d  he,  re- 
fpeftfully  faluting  her,  permit  me,  ma¬ 
dam,  to  congratulate  you  on  becoming  my 
mother,  and  to  profefs  to  you,  that  I  will 
never  be  wanting  in  the  duty  that  Ihould 
be  paid  you,  by  a  fon  that  mod  fervently 

loves 
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loves  his  father.  Tho’  this  lady  had  liv’d 
at  Cork,  or  near  it,  the  greateft  part  of  her 
life,  file  had  never  feen  young  Ranger  be- 
fore,  and  her  foul  being  of  the  inferior 
ftarrsp,  it  had  never  enter’d  her  head,  that 
there  could  be  a  youth  of  fuch  an  agree¬ 
able  behaviour  :  She  rather  thought,  that 
having  as  it  were  clandeftinely  enter’d  the 
family,  that  upon  his  appearance,  the  late 
feene  of  uneafinefs  would  be  reviv’d  with 
greater  violence,  and  that  the  father,  being 
reinforced  by  fuch  an  auxiliary,  would  have 
been  too  powerful  for  her,  and  had  therefore 
prepar’d  her  fell  artillery  of  frowns,  ful- 
lennefs  and  fury  to  oppofe  them,  of  which 
llie  had  no  inconfiderable  (lore,  tho’  her 
perfon  itfelf  was  comely  and  graceful,  and 
even  commanded  refpedf :  But,  after  fuch 
an  addrefs,  fhe  could  hold  out  no  longer, 
and  frankly  anfwer’d,  fuch  a  charm  good 
nature  will  infpire.  Sir,  you  give  me  great 
pleafurc  in  your  company,  and  I’ll  ftudy 
to  behave  fo  as  to  merit  that  affe&ion  and 
efteem  you  are  fo  kind  to  promile  me. 
They  then  fat  down  to  a  tete  a  tete  con¬ 
vention,  in  which  all  parties  were  pleas’d, 
and  they  concluded  the  day  in  a  manner 
that  gave  Mr.  Ranger  the  utmoft  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  Hie  herfelf  took  care  to  have 
his  apartment  made  ready  for  him,  with 

*  hearty 
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hearty  ‘willies  that  his  flay  might  prove 
longer  than  he  intimated  it  would. 

Retired  to  his  chamber,  that  chamber 
that  could  not  fail  of  recalling  to  his  mind 
the  dear  departed  mother,  who  had  often 
with  earneft  attendance,  fondly  came  to 
11s  edfide,  and  which  ftill  wore  the 
marks  of  her  care  and  kindnefs  in  the  ele- 
gance  and  neatnefs  of  the  furniture,  moftlv 
of  her  own  and  her  daughter’s  fabrication  ; 
where  he  had  frequently  fpent  the  happy 
nioments  with  his  Sophy ,  and  his  amiable 
Lydia  the  tears  flatted  into  his  eyes  and  a 
perfect  enthufiafrn  of  grief  fucceeded  :  He 
flung  himfelf  on  his  well  known  bed,  and 
a  croud  of  mortifying  thoughts  intruded 

US  mmd’  which  farce 

nthr  dH  ’m  rep°fe  for  the  whole 

n'ght.  He  revolv’d  over  his  prefent  fitua- 

t  on,  and  came  to  a  refolution  to  leave 

as  fpeediiy  as  poffible,  and,  after  fee- 

,  grandfather,  to  endeavour  once  more 

to  find  comfort  in  the  converfe  of  his  fa 

vounte  M'Kenfte,  for  fometime  to  wander 

with  him,  with  a referve, however,  offhortly 

returning  to  Cork ,  and  entering  into  Z 
profeflion  his  father  ,  d  rccomgmended 

as  sooI^hneXt  d7  VS  nCW  mother  was 
as,  good  as  her  word,  and  every  thing  was 

proved  wuh  chearfulnefs  and  elegafee  to 

1-1  entertain 
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entertain  her  gueft,  and  poor  Margaret , 
who  was  (till  there,  and  ail  the  fervants 
paid  their  refpe&s  to  their  young  mailer, 
and  were  receiv’d  by  him  with  his  ufual 
good  nature  and  complacency.  Nay,  Ihe 
infilled  he  fhould  fimlh  the  week  with 
them,  in  vyhich  time  he  made  fo  abfolute  a 
conqueft  of  her,  by  his  winning  behaviour, 
that  Ihe  even  regretted  his  departure,  after 
he  had  vifited  all  his  friends  in  the  city 
who  were  overjoy’d  to  fee  him.  His  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother  accompany’d  him  ten 
miles  from  Cork,  and  the  former  gave  him 
a  draught -for  too  pounds  on  his  uncle,  and 
they  parted,  as  they  ufed  to  do,  in  thofe  hap¬ 
py  and  felicitous  days,  that  were  now  worn  a- 
way,  promifingconftantly  to correfpond  with 
each  other.  In  five  days  he  travers’d  the 
country,  and  arrived  once  more  at  Tulla , 
refolving  to  vifit  his  grandfather  firft;  but 
judo-e  his  furprize  when  he  put  up  at  the 
‘jnn°  tq.  hear  that  the  old  knight  had  two 
days  only,  before,  departed  this  life.  He 
went  to  the  houl'e,  where  he  found  the  ex¬ 
ecutors,  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  Blaney ,  an 
attorney,  and  the  other  the  Rev.  Mr.  Va~ 
•va flour,  the  incumbent  ol  the  parifh,  who 
were  taking  an  inventory  of  the  effects; 
and  when  he  had  inform’d  them  who  he 
was  they  readily  read  over  the  will  to  him. 
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by  which  it  appear’d  that  he  had  left  the 
bulk  of  his  fortune  to  feveral  charities  at 
Dublin,  and  eifewhere.  Strange  reverfe ! 
He  who  had  liv’d  without  feeling  or  huma¬ 
nity,  became  pious  in  his  laft  moments, 
and  bellow’d  that  upon  others  that  he  had 
all  his  life  refus’d  comfort  from  himfelf. 
So  wayward  is  avarice — fo  full  of  abfurdi- 
ty  !  To  his  three  old  fervants,  he  had  left 
handlome  annuities,  and  this  unexpected¬ 
ly;  for  many  of  thefe  muck- worms,  after 
chaining  the  very  blood  from  their  depen¬ 
dents,.  die  and  leave  them  unprovided  for. 
To  his  executors  200/.  each,  and  feveral 
other  legacies.  Eut  amongft  the  reft  were 
the  following  bequefts. 

.  JT£M>  J  §'ve  and  bequeath  to  my  fon- 
m-law,  Richard  Ranger,  merchant  in  Cork 
1000/.  as  a  mark  of  my  regard  for  the  if 
fedtion  he  always  fhew’d  to  my  late  dear 
daughter,  Penelope,  his  wife,  to  be  paid 
one  year  after  my  deceafe.  1 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  afore- 
iaid  James  Blaney,  gent,  and  William  Va~ 
vafour  clerk,  in  truth  for  my  loving  grand- 
fon,  David  Ranger,  the  fon  of  Richard  Ran- 
ger  of  Cork,  aforefaid,  all  thofe  my  lands 

tenements  and  hereditaments,  lying,  fixate! 

and  being  in  the  parithof Tulla,  In  the  county 
of  Lwterick ,  with  the  manfion  houfe  called 
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the  Moat-Houfe ,  and  all  the  furniture  there¬ 
of,  as  well  fix’d  as  moveable,  and  all  my 
flock  in  the  grounds  and  gardens,  there¬ 
unto  appertaining,  in  as  full  manner  as  the 
lame  can  be  devifed-,  the  faid  lands,  &V. 
being  of  the  full  yearly  amount  of  200 L 
&c.  &c.  &c.  And  I  do  will,  that  he  be 
put  in  poffellion  thereof,  when  he  fhall 
have  arrived  at  the  full  age  of  twenty  two 
years,  and  that  during  the  intermediate 
time,  ’till  he  hath  attained  the  faid  age  of 
twenty  two  years,  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  faid  eflates,  after  defraying  fuch  necef- 
fary  repairs  as  fhall  or  may  arife,  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  my  faid  executors,  and  veiled  in  fuch 
of  the  funds,  every  year,  as  they  fhall  think 
the  moll  advantagious  for  my  faid  grand- 
fon’s  intereft.  And  I  hope  that  my  faid 
grandfon,  will  take  order  that  my  two  hou fe¬ 
el  ogs,  who  have  been  faithful  and  watchful 
fervants,  and  my  old  mare,  may  be  taken 
care  of,  and  not  fuffer’d  to  be  deltroy’d, 
fcrV.  1 6c.  &c. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  faid 
grandfon,  David  Ranger ,  100/.  to  be  paid 
immediately  upon  or  after  my  deceafe, 
having  a  firm  opinion  that  he  will  make  a 
proper  ule  of  this,  and  all  my  other  be- 
quefts,  which  I  fay  from  my  late  experi¬ 
ence 
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ence  of  his  parfimony,  fobriety  and  fruga¬ 
lity. 

1  hus  Davy  found  himfelf  fecure  of  no 
inconfiderable  fortune;  but  was  obliged  to 
flay  here  ’till  his  father  arriv’d,  who  had 
juft  had  an  exprefs  fent  to  him  for  that 
purpofe,  in  order  to  prove  the  identity  of 
his  perfon,  being  entirely  a  ftranger  to 
the  executors.  In  lefs  than  a  week,  that 
gentleman  was  with  them,  highly  pleas’d 
at  what  the  old  man  had  done  for  them ; 
tho’  furpriz’d  at  his  having  left  fo  much  to 
charity,  as  well  he  might;  and  foon  after 
the  knight  was  inhum’d,  with  fo  much 
pomp,  that  had  he  been  alive  and  contem-" 
plated  the  expence  of  the  funeral,  he  would 
have  tore  the  flefh  off  his  bones  for  mad- 
nefs,  and  Mr.  Blaney  obferv’d,  that  when 
he  made  the  will  for  him,  he  even  wept 
every  time  he  repeated  the  words,  give  or 
bequeath,  two  words  of  which  his  life  had 
given  him  very  little  idea;  fo  juft  is  what 
the  inimitable  Pope  has  fo  well  painted  in 

the  deceafe  of  one  of  his  brother  muck¬ 
worms.  • 

I  give,  and  1  bequeath — old  Euclio  /aid-, — 
Andfigh'd — my  lands  and  tenements— to  Ned. 
Tow  money ,  Sir?— My  money ,  Sir,— what  all? 
Then  wept,— why  if  1  give  it  pauJ. 

H  3  The 


j£o  The  Juvenile  Adventures 

5" be  manor ,  Sir? — The  manor ,  6Yr,  he  ory’d. 
Not  that) — I  cannot  fart  with  that — and  dy*d. 

All  the  neighbourhood,  upon  hearing 
of  their  arrival,  came  to  complement  Mr. 
Ranger ,  and  his  fon,  and  congratulate 
them, — for  in  fhort  it  was  nothing  elfe, 
upon  the  deceafe  oi  their  father  and  grand¬ 
father,  and  at  length,  having  fettled  all 
matters  amicably  with  the  executors,  they 
departed  homewards  •,  Davy  and  his  father 
keeping  company  as  far  as  Kilcajh,  where 
they  parted,  one  towards  Cork ,  and  the  o- 
ther  *  immediately  took  the  route  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  tho’  his  father  would  fain  have  per- 
fuaded  him  to  have  return’d  to  Cork  diredt- 
iy,  as  fince  his  appearance  his  mother-in- 
law  had  behav’d  entirely  to  his  fatisfadtion, 
and  Igng’d  to  fee  him  again.  He  quarter¬ 
ed  that  night  at  Li f more ,  for  there  he  ima¬ 
gined,  by  the  billet  Mr.  M'Kenfie  had  given 
him,  that  he  fhould  meet  with  that  worthy 
friend,  and  foon  learn’d,  that  he  had  two 
days  before  departed  thence  for  Kinfale . 
Davy  would  admit  of  no  company  that 
night,  his  head  was  fo  full  of  the  late  e- 
vents,  that  he  refolv’d  to  give  himfelf 
fome  time  for  refledtion,  and  therefore,  af¬ 
ter  having  eaten  a  light  fupper,  he  retir’d 
to  his  chamber  and  went  to  bed,  with  all 

the 
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the  tranfadiions  of  his  life  before  him.  Here, 
the  fir  ft  thing  that  occurred,  was  the  lofs 
of  his  Sophy,  which  he  afrefti  regretted,  as 
he  fhould  have  been  able  to  dil play  ftill 
more  warmly  his  love  and  afreftion  lor  hei, 
nor  could  he  help  a  melancholy  fign  efcap- 
ing  him,  at  the  remembrance  of  his  mother 
and  lifter.  Then  again  he  lamented  the 
late  error  or  frailty  of  his  father,  which 
had  virtually  depriv’d  him  of  a  friend  and 
companion  that  was  dear  to  him.  Again 
he  caft  about,  as  to  the  future  conduit  of 
his  life.  ’Twould  be  a  confiderable  time 
before  he  was  of  age  to  reap  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  his  new  eftate,  and  he  knew  the 
value  of  money  too  well  to  live  entirely 
upon  the  fpend,  even  tho’  he  was  alio 
certain  of  every  penny  of  his  father’s  for¬ 
tune,  which  he  could  not,  as  it  was  not 
impoffible  he  might  have  other  children 
by  the  fecond  venture,  or  his  mother-in- 
law  might  even  out  live  him.  His  affec¬ 
tion  to  M'Kenfie,  and  his  ambition  of  play¬ 
ing  egg’d  him  on  to  join  him  ;  but  he  was 
too  wife  to  think  a  {trolling  life  one  of  the 
mod  reputable  ones,  and  befides,  as  he 
receiv’d  none  of  the  profits  it  was  in  effect, 
in  his  opinion,  throwing  away  time  to  very 
little  purpofe  ;  then,  in  the  dole,  he  re- 
folv’d,  with  great  wifdom,  to  ftay  lo-me 
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vveeks  with  M'Kenfte,  then  to  vifit  his  uncle  ■ 
at  Dublin,  and  freely  take  his  advice,  whe¬ 
ther  he  Ihould  offer  himfelf  to  one  of  the 
theatres  there,  and  commence  the  life  of  a 
player,  or  return  to  his  father  and  follow 

L.f . *'  Cl  ahbed  leffons  of  merchandize, 
is  ettled,  he  drop’d  into  a  found  deep, 

'rom  'v!l,c!l  he  did  not  rife  till  the  fun  was 
iome  ,1"urs  vifible  above  the  horizon,  fo 
very  ea  y  a  man  becomes,  when  he  has  made 
a  conclufion  in  the  matters  that  puzzle  his 
choice,  or  when  he  has  perfuaded  himfelf 
t  tat  he  is  in  the  road  to  happinefs.  But 
the  wife  Davy  had  been  reckoning  all  this- 
while  without  his  holf,  and  it  was  to  be 
prov  d  that  his  heart  was  not  yet  inaccefli- 
ble  to  the  affaults  of  beauty,  tho’  he  had 
deen  fo  negligent  of  the  fair  fex,  fince  the 
death  of  his  amiable  Sophia  ■,  and  this  was 
to  diredl  his  future  addons,  not  the  prefent 
determinations  of  his  mind. 

He  breakfafted,  and  mounting  his  horfe, 
Vas  about  noon,  after  a  gentle  riding,  at 
tue  entrance  of  Kinfale ,  and  foon  perceiv’d 
fome,  of  his  friend’s  bills  ftuck  up  here 
and  there,  by  which  he  was  directed  to  the 
inn  where  he  refided,  the  bell  in  the  town, 
v, iU-  h  at  this  time  was  full  of  company  as 
two  men  of  war  lay  in  the  harbour,  and 
homeward  bound  Eajl-Indianwi  who 

had 
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had  been  driven  in  by  ftrefs  of  weather. 
When  he  alighted,  he  defir’d  the  hofl  to 
teJl  Mr.  M'Kenfie  that  he  fhould  be  glad  to 
fee  him,  and  that  gentleman,  guefling 
who  it  was,  flew  to  his  embraces,  and 
was  overcome  with  tranfpor:  at  the 
fight  of  his  genius,  his  better  angel, 
as  he  eagerly  call’d  him.  When  the fe  firft 
emotions  of  friendship  were  over,  they  fat 
down,  and  began  mutually  to  rehearfe  the 
adventures  they  had  met  with,  fince  their 
feparation  ;  and  firfl,  the  captain  inform’d 
him,  that  the  fame  of  his  performance  had 
fpread  into  all  the  towns  he  call’d  at,  and 
that  miffing  his  expected  appearance,  he  had 
much  ado  to  fatisfy  the  people  •,  but  had  had, 
however,  pretty  good  fuccefs  hitherto. 
Davy  then  inform’d  him  of  his  finding  at 
-  home  a  mother-in-law,  of  the  death  of 
his  grandfather,  and  every  other  particular 
that  had  occurr’d  to  him.  The  captain 
fmcerely  congratulated  him  on  his  good 
fortune,  and  condol’d  with  him  on  his 
mifhap ;  and  when  Davy  told  him  he 
would  ftay  with  him  fometime,  and  re¬ 
fume  his  profeffion,  he  was  perfectly  tranf- 
ported,  and,  faid,  then  I  fliall  be  able  to 
vye  with  Dublin  itfelf  in  my  performance. 
Their  fellow  labourers,  and  the  ladies,  be¬ 
ing  introduced,  paid  their  refpedts  to  Mr, 

H  5  Ranger , 
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hanger ,  in  a  very  fubmiffive  manner*,  for 
as  he  had  never  entered  into  any  familiari¬ 
ties  with  them,  they  of  courfe  preferv’d 
a  due  decorum  and  diftance.  The  very 
next  night  he  perform’d  the 'part  of  For - 
tius ,  in  Cato ,  to  a  brilliant  affembly,  and 
kept  up  that  mild  and  gentle  character 
with  fuch  dignity  and  grace,  that  the  au¬ 
dience  were  perfectly  delighted,  and,  as 
in  Clonmel ,  the  whole  difcouife  of  the  en- 
fuing  day,  was  relative  to  the  new  aftor, 
and  made  up  of  inquiries  of  who,  and 
what  he  was,  and  whence  he  came  ; 
which,  when  M‘ Ken  fie  had  thefe  queftions 
put  to  him,  he  wav’d  in  the  fame  genteel 
manner  he  had  done  before.  In  fhort,  they 
had  fuch  crowded  audiences  every  night, 
and  the  neighbouring  nobility  and  gentry 
flock’d  in  upon  them  in  fuch  numbers, 
drawn  by  the  report  of  Davy' s  excellencies, 
and  even  from  Dublin ,  that  he  at  length 
confented  to  take  a  compenfation  for  his 
labour,  which  was  fettled  at  four  pounds 
■per  week,  and  they  hir’d  a  large  and 
handfome  room  for  their  exhibitions, 
which,  by  dint  of  Davy's  genius,  was 
decorated  like  a  real  theatre,  and  afforded 
commodious  feats  for  perfons  of  all  ranks. 
During  this  time,  the  company  were  get¬ 
ting  up  the  tragedy  of  Hamlet >  in  which 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Ranger  was  to  perfonate  that  prince, 
in  preparing  for  which  he  made  fuch  ju¬ 
dicious  obfervations  upon  the  feveral  parts, 
to  the  captain,  that  he  lifted  up  his  hands 
in  admiration  of  thole  perfections,  of 
which  he  obferv’d  no  end  in  his  aflociate, 
and  entirely  came  into  his  fentiments.  In 
fhort,  the  two  gentlemen  were  themfelves 
the  fupport  of  the  company,  for  the  o- 
thers,  both  men  and  women,  were  merely 
fpouters,  and  had  not  good  fenl'e  or  dif- 
cernment  fufficient  to  enter  into  the  charac¬ 
ters  they  affunul  :  They  ferv’d  indeed  for 
iome  good  ends,  they  fupply’d  the  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  parts,  and  were  a  fort  of 
foils  to  fet  off  more  clearly  the  beautiful 
action  and  manner  of  their  principals.  The 
whole  town,  and  all  the  vicinity,  waited 
in  earneft  expectation  of  having  the  new 
theatre  opened  with  this  celebrated  play, 
and,  when  the  time  was  arriv’d,  the  cap¬ 
tain  had  fuch  a  number  of  applications  for 
places,  that  he  was  oblig’d  to  ptiblilh 
notice,  that  thofe  who  were  difappointed 
the  firft  night,  fhould  have  an  opportunity- 
to  fee  it  on  the  two  next  lucceedmg,  which 
he  promis  d  it  fhould  be  continu’d  for, 
1  his  was  a  very  neceffary  and  proper 
meafure,  and  afforded  a  moil:  brilliant  ap¬ 
pearance  the  firft  night,  of  the  better  fo rr9, 

among  IE 
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amongft  whom  were  alfo  the  officers  of 
the.  men  of  war  and  Indiamen ,  array’d  in 
their  belt ;  fo  that  the  receipt  of  the  houfe 
amounted  to  near  feventy  pounds,  and  a 
handfome  band  of  mufic  had  been  provided 
for  the  occafion.  The  captain  met  with 
deferved  applaufe  ^  but  no  words  can  de- 
fcribe  the  pleas’d  furprize,  the  joy  and  rap¬ 
ture,  that  fat  upon  every  countenance, 
when  Hamlet  made  his  appearance,  in  all 
the  majeftic  blooming  graces  of  that  cha¬ 
racter.  Aftonifhment,  for  iome  moments, 
kept  the  whole  audience  upon  a  paufe, 
every  one  confulting  the  eyes  of  his  neigh¬ 
bour,  to  fee  if  he  felt  in  the  fame  manner 
with  himfelf.  At  length  a  roar  of  applaufe 
broke  out,  like  the  explofion  of  a  blaft  of 
wind  that  had  been  pent  up  in  fome  fub- 
terraneous  cavern,  which  continued  to  echo 
out  every  fpeech  to  the  end  of  the'  play. 
Charming,  lovely  creature !  Delightful  foul ! 
was  heard  from  the  ladies,  everv  minute, 
and  exclamations  of  the  like  impoit  from 
the  men  :  So  that  our  hero,  was  cover’d 
with  blufhes,  which  heightened  the  foft- 
nefs  of  his  features,  and  had  no  bad  effeCt 
in  his  favour.  Thus  every  one  fat  ’till  near 
the  conclufion,  when  Hamlet^  kill’d,  at 
which  cataftrophe,  a  fhrill  fchric  k  was  heard 
from  one  ot  the  middle  feats,  which  pro¬ 
ceeded 
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ceeded  from  a  young  lady,  very  gaily 
drefs’d,  and  who  really  fainted  in  the  arms 
of  her  friends,  and  was  carried  out  into  the 
air,  it  being  fuppos’d  that  the  heat  of  the 
room,  which  was  indeed  very  great,  might 
have  overcome  her.  When  the  pertor- 
mance  was  over,  many  of  the  gentlemen 
and  ladies  requeued  to  fee  the  performer, 
in  fo  earned  a  manner,  that  they  were  not 
to  be  deny’d,  and,  accordingly,  near  twen¬ 
ty  of  them  adjourn’d  to  an  inner  apart¬ 
ment,  where,  when  Davy  had  drefs’d  him- 
felf,  he  attended  them,  and  enter’d  the 
room  in  fo  graceful  a  manner,  as  finifh’d 
the  conqueft  he  had  gain’d  of  all  their 
hearts.  In  fhort,  he  was  carefs’d,  on  all 
hands,  like  a  little  divinity,  and  before 
they  left  him,  had  a  fine  fnuff-box  of  gold, 
and  twenty  guineas  faden’d  upon  him,  as 
a  prelent,  and  they  alfo  made  the  captain 
a  prefent  of  ten  pieces,  upon  his  promife 
to  Jet  Hamlet  rule  the  road  for  the  whole 
week,  which  he  gave  them,  after  very  re- 
fpedlfully  afking  Mr.  Ranger ,  before  them, 
if  it  would  be  agreeable  to  him.  Before  Mr. 
Ranger  could  retire  to  his  needful  repofe, 
a  foot-boy  brought  him  the  following  billet, 
which  the  minute  he  had  deliver’d  into 
his  hands,  he  difappeared.  He  found  it 
to  contain  the  following  lines, 

Dear 
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Dear  Sir, 

WH  O  are,  fuch  a  matter  of  the  paf- 
fions,  and  can  io  move  the  foul, 
to  foftnefs  and  pity,  permit  a  female  to  try 
if  you  can  be  mov’d  and  melted  yourfelf,. 
at  hei  diluds ;  if  you  are  in  your  private 
cuaracter,  really  pollefs’d  of  thole  tender 
qualities  you  have  infpir’d  into  every  body 
cile.  I  mutt  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  wait 
upon  you  in  an  hour  after  you  receive  this 
notice,  and  trull  to  your  diferetion  to'  let 
it  ce  in  fuch  a  commodious  place,  as  may 
not  frock  the  delicacy  of  a  woman,  who 
flatters  herfelf  fhe  cannot  bedefpis’d,  either 
lor  her  perlon  or  charader,  and  who  is 
moie  yours  than  her  modefty  will  permit 
her  to  fay.  1  fhall  come  unattended;  and 
am  Sir, 

Tour  meft  affeftionate  Friend , 

Mary  M‘Carthy. 

It  is  no  wonder  if  a  letter  of  fuch  fofr- 
nefs,  and  that  feem’d  didated  by  fo  much 
good  fenfe,  fir’d  the  young  bread  of  Mr,. 
Ranger,  and,  as  his  friend  was  prefent  when 
it  was  deliver’d,  he  made  him  his  confi¬ 
dent,  and  he  agreed  to  receive  the  lady, 
and  hand  her  to  the  apartment  they  were 
then  in,  and  to  fee  that  they  met  with  no 

2  inter- 
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interruption.  Not  without  a  little  inno¬ 
cent  rallying  upon  the  conqued  he  hath 
made. 

The  hour  was  not  yet  expir’d,  when, 
the  captain,  who  had  been  upon  the  watch, 
handed  the  fair  incognita  into  the  room, 
who  had  fo  contriv’d  to  conceal  her  face, 
with  muffling  herfelf  in  her  hood  and  cloak, 
that  fire  came  in  a  perfedt  fecret  to  him, 
and  when  he  had  feated  her,  he  very  re- 
fpedtfully  withdrew.  Mr.  Ranger  ap¬ 
proach’d  her  with  an  adlion  of  the  utmod 
regard,  whild  (he  pull’d  off  her  hood  and, 
cloak,  and  difcover’d  a  face  that  appear’d 
the  refidence  of  every  grace.  An  air  of 
melting  languifhment  was  Ipread  over  each 
feature,  and  the  fined  carnation,  heighten¬ 
ed  by  mantling  blufhes,  adorn’d  a  love¬ 
ly  pair  of  cheeks,  and  two  floe  black  eyes, 
that  leenr’d  form’d  for  infpiring  the  mod 
ardent  love-,-  nor  were  their  penetrating  ar- 
tilleiy  diredted  in  vain;  for  our  hero  was 
fo  druck  with  her  charms,  that  he  dood 
immoveable,  and  lod  in  a  trance  of  de¬ 
light,  whild  her  lilly’d  hands  and  taper  fin¬ 
gers  were  employ’d  in  adjuding  her  drefs, 
and  her  diforder’d  ebon  locks,  Her  per- 
fon  was  of  the  middle  fize,  and  her  fhape, 
as  Prior  expreffes  it,  fine  by  degrees ,  and 
beautifully  lefis.  But  when  die  opened  her 

ruby. 


i6o  ’The  Juvenile  Adventures 

ruby  lips  and  effay’d  to  fpeak,— Oh  hea¬ 
vens!  what  harmonious  founds  delighted 
the  ravifh’d  ears  of  Ranger!  ’Twas  the 
voice  of  fweeteft  melody,  ’twas  fuperior  to 
the  modulated  touches  of  the  bed  inftru- 
ment!  1  don’t  know,  Sir,  fays  fhe,  but 
you  will  condemn  me  for  a  behaviour  fo 
contrary  to  the  rigid  maxims  that  govern 
my  fex;  but  when  you  know  you  yourfelf 
are  the  caufe  of  my  deviating  from  thefe 
rules,  you  will  I  am  fure  in  gratitude  ex- 
cufe  me,  and  if  you  refufe  to  meet  my  ar¬ 
dour  of  paffion,  in  pity  you  will  compaf* 
donate  my  diftrels ! — Here  Hie  flopp’d,  and 
the  raptur’d  Davy  was,  for  fome  moments, 
fo  loft  in  the  flattering  delight  they  occafi- 
on’d,  fo  taken  up  with  the  contemplation 
of  her  reviving  beauties,  that  he  could  re¬ 
turn  no  anfwer-,  but  by  his  look  and  his 
addon  plainly  evidenc’d  the  fenfe  he  had  of 
fuch  unmerited  condefcenlion.  At  length 
he  return’d — My  dear  creature,  I  fhould 
indeed  accufe  myfelf  of  the  bafeft  ingrati¬ 
tude,  and  moft  ftupid  infenfibility,  not  to 
feel  how  much  you  honour  me  by  this  vi- 
ftt!  Ah  i  madam,  I  already  experience 
that  1  am  your  flave,  and  that  to  lofe  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  you  would  overwhelm 
me  with  defpair.  At  this  conclufion,  he 
took  one  of  her  fair  hands,  and  imprinted 

it 
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it  with  burning  kiftes,  and  his  ipirits  being 
all  alarm’d,  caught  her  in  his  arms,  prefs’d 
her  to  , h is  bofom,  and  kifs’d  thole  lips 
that  were  iweeter  than  all  the  ipicy  gales 
of  Arabia,  which  fhe,  nothing  loth,  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  do,  without  any  feemm" 
refentment,  her  bofom  heaving,  and  foft 
broken  fighs,  declaring  the  happinefs  (he 
experienced.  You  have  indeed,  Sir,  fhe 
return’d,  made  me  extremely  happy,  in 
your  reception  of  me— I  faw  you  laft 
night  with  admiration  —  was  fo  over¬ 
come  with  your  perfedions,  that  I  loft 
myfelf  in  the  contemplation  of  them, 
and  my  diforder  was  too  vifible  to  be  con¬ 
cealed.  But  is  there  any  wonder,  when  I 
have  been  perpetually  unealy  in  your  ab- 
fence,  ever  fince  I  firft  beheld  you,  and 
till  that  happy  time,  never  could  learn 
your  name,  or  whether  you  had  retir’d, 
tho’  I  every  way  attempted  to  gain  intel¬ 
ligence  of  you. —  Firft,  beheld  me,  ma¬ 
dam  !  Ranger  reply’d, — you  fpeak  riddles, 
my  faireft  ;  for  to  this  moment  I  cannot 
tax  my  eyes  with  not  diftinguifhing  you, 
or  my  heart  with  being  a  rebel  to  fuch  in¬ 
fluence  ;  and  I  think  I  have  been  fo  un¬ 
happy  as  never  to  have  feen  fo  many  ex¬ 
cellencies  before.  No, ‘Sir,  fhe  refum’d, 
quite  tranfported,  but  I  have  feen  you;  - 

fince 
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fince  which  I  have  had  no  repofe — T was 
at  Gowran ,  and  in  your  prefent  capacity, 
that  you  firft  touch’d  my  heart ;  but  my 
extacy  was  foon  noted  by  a  wary,,  fevere 
father,  who  immediately  procur’d  an  order 
for  you  and  your  company  to  quit  tha$ 
town.  Since  which  I  have  fent  a  trufty 
fervant  various  times,  to  fee  if  you  were 
with  them — but  to  no  efiedh*.  and  going 
now  to  vifit  in  aunt  at  Dublin ,  we  were 
ftopp’d  at  Kin  fa  le  to  fee  the  tragedy  in  which 
you  (hone  fo  lad:  night,  and,  here*  from 
reciprocal  liking  and  affedtion  I  wait  my 
cure,  or  from  your  hate  or  diftafte,  all  the 
bad  fortune  that  can  occur  to  me.  By  your 
perfon  and  behaviour  I  am  convinc’d  you 
are  a  gentleman  ;  and  if  the  daughter  of  a 
baronet,  Sir  JuJlus  Mac  car  thy ,  who  never 
knew  what  love  was  before,  whole  fortune 
is  now  confiderable,  and  who  expedts  fill 
more  from  her  parent,  fhould  delerve  your 
attachment,  my  hand,  my  heart  are  yours 
for  without  you  I  find  life  will  be  no  life 
to  me.  If  my  pafiion  has  tranlported  me 
further  than  you  can  reconcile  to  female 
delicacy  and  referve,  ’tisamark  of  the  vio¬ 
lence  and  fincerity  of  it*  and  I  hope,  on 
that  account,  will  merit  your  excufe,  and 
ccmpafllon.  To  fuch  beauty,  fuch  good- 
fenfe,  fuch  virtue,  fays  Ranger ,  how  can 
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I  make  a  difagreeable  return.  No,  ma¬ 
dam,  I  fhall  not  hefitate  one  moment  to 
acquaint  you,  how  much  I  think  myfelf 
oblig’d  to  you  for  this  declaration,  which 
had  l  never  had  the  honour  of  feeing  you 
before,  I  fhould,  I  muft  have  prevented, 
by  one  of  a  fimilar  nature  :  With  equal  fin- 
cerity  I  allure  you,  that  I  am  difengag’d 
from  every  attachment  of  this  nature,  that 
I  may  boaft  myfelf  of  no  inconfiderable 
family  or  fortune,  and  that  I  will  for  ever 
tonfult  your  happinefs  preferably  to  my 
own.  *Tis  true  I  am  greatly  taken  with 
my  prefent  calling,  which  however  I  practice 
from  no  manner  of  neceffity,  and  have  it  in 
my  power  to  quit  whenever  it  likes  me  fo  to 
do.  To  do  that,  would  be  a  very  fmall  facri- 
fice  when,  at  the  fame  time,  I  proteft,  that 
I  would  be  ftripp’d  of  all  the  common 
needs  of  life,  rather  than  prove  ungrateful 
to  my  lovely  fair  one.  And  here,  he  once 
more  folded  his  arms  around  her  taper 
waift,  prefs’d  her  to  his  bofom,  and  vow’d 
an  eternal  truth  and  conftancy.  The  beau¬ 
teous  Polly  feem’d  overcome  with  thefe 
teftimonies  of  his  fenfibility  ;  and  reply ’d. 
Sir,  I  muft  own  my  fituation  is  a  very  odd 
and  roman  tick  one — I  have  a  father,  who 
is  morofe,  ill-natur’d  and  peevifh,  and  who 
is  much  fonder  of  a  fitter  I  have,  than  of 

me  * 
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me  ;  I  have  great  dependences  upon  him 
and  would  be  willing  to  fling  myfelf  at  his 
leer,  this  minute,  to  beg  of  him  to  unite 
us  together  ;  but  I  know  his  temper  fo 
well,  that,  it  only  for  your  appearing  on 
the  flage,  we  fliould  meet  a  denial.  I  love 
you,  and  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  being 
feparated  from  you — let  us  be  privately 
made  one  let  me  be  admitted  for  fome 
time  into  your  focicty,  let  me  learn  to 
imitate  your  fiage  heroines — after  fome 
jpace,  perhaps,  my  father  may  be  brought 
to  reafon,  and  when  he  fees  me  irrecovera¬ 
bly  yours,  may  confent  to  blefs  us  with 
his  approbation.  As  I  told  you  I  have  two 
thoufand  pounds,  which  is  my  own,  by 
the  bequeft  of  a  near  relation  who  died  in 
my  childhood  ;  but  I  would  not  yet  take 
Jt  out  of  my  father’s  hands  ;  but  wait  fome 
time  in  expectation  of  an  addition  to  it 
from  him,  with  his  bleffing:  I  have  fome 
ready  money  and  jewels  with  me,  and  will 
leave  the  confideration  and  execution  of 
the  whoie  to  you.  Ranger,  tho’  quite  fur- 
priz’d  with  the  fmartnels  and  fuddennefs 
of  the  propofal,  acquiefc’d  in  all  fhe  faid, 
and  they  appointed  next  morning,  at  eight, 
to  fee  one  another,  at  a  farm  houle  which 
flic  directed  him  to,  about  three  miles  out 
of  town,  the  man  who  kept  it  being  a 

tenant 
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tenant  of  her  father  s,  and  one  fhe  confid¬ 
ed  in  upon  this  occafion.  After  once  more 
draining  each  other  in  a  tender  embrace* 
die  rofe,  and  he  faw  her  to  the  gate,  whence 
fhe  difappear  d  in  a  moment,  leaving  the 
amorous  Davy  quite  full  of  the  idea  of  her 
beauties,  and  overcome  with  cogitation  up¬ 
on  the  oddity  of  the  adventure.  From  this 
reverie,^  he  was  awakened  by  the  coming  in 
of  M  kenfie^  whofe  advice  was  never  more 
wanted  than  at  prefent.  In  fhort,  he  told 
this  faithful  friend  the  whole  of  what  had 
pad,  and  added — now,  I  mud  own,  I  never, 
but  once  before,  and  here  he  involuntarily 
figh  d,  beneld  fo  much  perfection  in  a  fe- 
male  foirn,  nor  heard  luch  fweer,  honied 
accents,  nor  do  I  think  I  can  again  reco¬ 
ver  the  re  pole  fhe  has  difturb’d,  with¬ 
out  her.  And  yet,  J  fhould  not  be  wil¬ 
ling,  at  luch  fhort  warning,  to  enter  into 
the  bands  of  wedlock,  tho’  I  could  never 
1  beueve,  like  a  woman  better,  and  her 
fpirited  manner  perfectly  inchants  me: 
JNow,  if  I  could  perluade  her  to  "o  with 
us,  and  let  matrimony  alone  ’till  A  have 
thoroughly  feen  her  temper  and  behaviour, 

X  would  promife  never  to  contraft  it  with 

ng,  I  mu  ft  beg  of 
}our  riendflnp,  for  one  can  never  be  too 
cautious  in  affairs  of  fo  interefting  a  con¬ 
cern, 
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cern,  which  is,  that  as  fhe  has  inform’d 
me  fhe  lodges  at  Mr.  Beckwith ’s,  a  merchant 
in  this  town,  you  would  get  intelligence  < 
whether  fhe  is  really  the  perlon  fhe  appears 
to  be.  And,  what  then,  Mac?  Why  if 
fhe  really  is,  I  find  I  am  hers  for  ever* 
The  captain  could  not  help  laughing  upon 
this  conclufion,  and,  rallying  his  friend, 
told  him,  of  all  fuddenly  pafiionate  lovers  * 
he  believ’d  he  was  the  moft  cautious  and 
wary,  which,  however,  he  highly  com¬ 
mended  him  for,  acknowledg’d  the  reafon- 
ablenefs  of  all  he  had  propos’d,  and  pro¬ 
mis’d  to  aft  the  part  of  a  friend  in  the 
affair.  Accordingly,  before  they  went  to 
bed,  he,  without  appearing  in  the  bufinefs 
himfelf,  found  means  to  be  certainly  in¬ 
form’d  that  fhe  was  the  real  mifs  McCarthy, 
and  that  every  particular  that  fhe  had  men¬ 
tioned  was  true  and  juft.  This  confirm’d 
Ranger  in  his  attachment  to  her,  and  upon 
takingadvic.e  with  his  pillow,  which  was  his 
principal  privy  councellor,  a  world  of  ob¬ 
jections  to  his  marrying  the  lady,  before  a 
further  knowledge  of  her,  occurr’d  ;  nay, 
even  againft  marrying  at  all,  unknown  to 
his  father,  and  at  an  age  when  he  fhould 
rather  be  aiming  at  fomewhat  elfe,  towards 
the  conduft  of  life,  than  at  what  fhould 

exclude 
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•exclude  all  rambling  projects,  and  fix  a 
man  for  ever  at  home.  Again,  he  had 
too  much  delicacy  to  think  of  Suffering  a 
wife  to  tread  the  fiage,  tho’  he  was  fo  fond 
of  it  himfelf,  and  upon  recolleftion  thought 
her  propofal  carried  too  much  -readinefs 
and  boldnefs  in  it.  But  then,  fhe  was  a 
beautiful,  and  a  fenfible  creature,  and  had 
already  wounded  Davy  at  the  heart,  and 
therefore  he  could  not,  for  his  own  fake, 
fo  felfifh  he  was  grown  in  that  parti¬ 
cular,  rejedt  her  propofal  of  going  with 
them  •,  but  then  abfolutely  refolv’d  to  ward 
off  the  marriage,  ’till  he 'was  fenfible  fhe 
would  prove  worthy  to  firare  the  heart,  the 
bed,  of  a  man  who  had  always  entertain’d 
very  high  notions  of  the  matrimonial  ftate, 
and  who,  in  his  Sophy ,  had  feen  a  faultlefs 
piece,  who  could  never  be  guilty  of  fuch 
indifcretions  as  this  fair  one  had,  and  who 
had.refolv’d  never  to  enter  into  that  ftate 
without  a  profpedt  of  lafting  and  perpetual 
happinefs,  thro’  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Thus  fortify’d  in  himfelf,  M'Kenfie  found 
him  when  he  werlt  to  acquaint  him  that 
the  hour  of  his  appointment  was  juft  at 
hand,  and  he  was  ready  to  attend  him. 
Ranger  immediately  reply’d,  by  repeating 
from  Congreve.  0 

With 
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It  itb  jingling  bells,  and  nodding  plumes  made 
proud , 

The  youthful  beajl  Jets  forth ,  and  neighs  aloud: 
A  morning  fun ,  his  tinfel'd  harnefs  gilds. 

And  the  firft  Jiage  a  downhill greenfword  yields. 
But  ah!  what  rugged  ways  attend  the  noon  of 
life. 

Our  days  decline — and  with  what  anxious 
fitrife. 

What  toil ,  we  drag  that  galling  yoke — a  wife : 
All  conifers  the  firfl  heat  with  vigour  run ; 

But ,  tis  with  whip  and  fpur  the  race  is  won. 

Ha!  Ha!  Ha!  fine  fpeeches  truly,  fays 
M'-Kenfie ,  for  a  man  who  has  youth,  beauty 
and  thoufands  attending  to  clap  this  felf- 
fame  yoke  upon  his  fhoulders.  Aye,  aye, 
Mac,  returns  Davy,  but  that  honed:  advi- 
fer,  pointing  to  his  pillow,  has  told  me  o- 
ther  things — no — no, — no  matrimony  for 
me,  unlefs  I  am  fine  to  bear  the  yoke  with 
as  much  eafe  at  the  noon,  as  at  the  morn 
of  life,  and  one  recipe  for  that  is  not  to  af¬ 
front  the  old  proverb, —  Marry  in  hajie  and 
repent  at  lei  fur  e  -,  a  proverb  that  our  anceftors 
reap’d,  I  am  certain,  great  benefits  from; 
however,  I’ll  drefs  and  attend  thee,  and, 
il  i  can  add  her  to  our  number  without 
running  the  hazard  of  hanging  or  drown¬ 
ing  myfcJf,  ’efaith  ’tis  a  match;  but  from 

fudden 
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fudden  wedlock  Libera  nos  dominel  He  was 
foon  ready,  and  away  they  trudg’d,  and  in 
half  an  hour  were  at  the  farm,  when  the 
captain  propos’d  his  leaving  him,  and 
walking  fomewhat  further,  as  the  day  was 
very  fine,  and  calling  upon  him  at  his  re¬ 
turn,  which  the  other  approv’d  of,  and 
then  knock  d  at  the  door  to  enquire  after 
his  Dulcinea .  And  no  fooner  had  he  caffc 
his  eyes  thro’ the  houfe  into  an  oppofite 
back  room,  but  there  fhe  fat  as  refplen- 
dentiy  array  d  as  an  angel,  and  receiv’d 
him  with  an  air  that  betoken’d  the  higheft 
fatisfaftion 1  at  his  approach,  and  foon  ?fter 
tea  and  coffee  being  brought  in  by  the  ho- 
neft  home-fpun  woman  of  the  houfe,  the 
door  was  fhut,  and  bufinefs  immediately 
brought  upon  the  carpet.  Well,  Sir,  the 
.  ady  faid,  may  1  look  upon  your  punctua¬ 
lity  as  a  good  omen  of  my  future  happinefs? 
My  own,  return  d  Ranger,  madamf  is  fo 
intimately  connected  with  yours,  that  I 
ftall  endeavour  to  promote  it  as  well  from 
fef-.ntereft,  as  a  regard  to  fo  amiable  an. 
object,  and  here  he  refpeCtfully  kifs’d  her 

hand;  but  as  in  matrimony  I  ^ 

Ml  ra'nted  blirs-  a"d  have  you  per! 

fefllyafcarer  in  my  felicity,  1  chlnk  ItWNI 

be  neeefiary  to  have  a  further  knowledge  of 

each  „h„s  difpofuions  before  we  ,ye8.hM 

*  Gor- 
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Gordian  knot,  left  our  union  fhould  be  more 
the  effedt  of  paffion,  which  will  not  laft 
for  ever,  than  of  difcretion  and  prudence, 
which  will  infure  a  lading  content  and  har¬ 
mony  j  for  well  the  poets  fays, 

Marriage ,  if  ' tis  ordain'd  by  heaven's  decree , 
Should  be  what  heaven  ordain'd  it  fir  ft  to  be ; 
Concurring  tempers  in  the  man  and  wife , 

As  mutual  helps ,  fhould  draw  the  load  of  life. 

’Tis  in  general,  nowadays,  I  have  often 
obferv’d,  in  my  fmall  time  of  experience, 
enter’d  into  with  little  view  befide  a  prefent 
gratification  ;  whereas  the  wife  will  look- 
forwards,  and  fecure  the  poffeflion  of  thofe 
mental  charms,  in  each  other,  thofe  kind 
and  gentle  accomplifhments,  which  will 
even  flied  a  comfortable  and  chearful  ray 
over  old  age  and  infirmity,  and  the  eyes  of 
the  tottering  decrepid  pair,  will  flaihjoy 
upon  each  other  when  they  are  half  funk  in 
their  fockets.  ’Tis  from  regard  to  you, 
my  angel,  more  than  myfelf,  that  I  form 
any  difficulty,  in  a  matter  that  1  am  fure 
ought  to  infpire  me  with  raptures;  fori 
can’t  think  with  patience  of  being  ever  dif- 
gufted  at  an  objed  that  at  this  time  I  look 
upon  with  the  higheft  admiration. _  There¬ 
fore,  dearefi:  maid,  if  you  will  join  our 
company,  and  take  me  for  your  guard  and 

1  -  pro- 
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protestor,  I  will  Jove  you  and  tender  you 
as  a  filter,  and  be  your  virtue's  guard,  and 
pro  mile  you,  even  if  experience  of  each  o- 
thers  tempers  fhould  undeceive  us  in  our 
prefent  good  opinion  of  one  another,  that 
I’ll  never  marry  whilft  you  remain  Angle. 
Or,  again,  for  I  feel  all  the  power  of  your 
charms.  If  you  think  proper,  as  I  have  a 
fortune  ecjual  to  your  own.  I’ll  leave  the 
players,  and  go  honourably  to  your  father 
and  my  own,  and  demand  licence  for  our 
union,  and  let  his  temper  be  ever  fo  crab¬ 
bed,  methinks  he  mult  content  to  his 
daughter’s  happinefs,  when  no  more  is 
afk’d  of  him,  than,  if  fhe  pleas’d,  fhemmht 
c!o  without  confuting  him.  I  hope  my 
love,  leeing  her  a  little  difconcerted,  and 
trembling,  that  you  will  not  elteem  or  love 

me  lets  for  my  fincerity — you  ought  not _ « 

when  you  confider  that  I  burn  for  your  en¬ 
joyment,  but  wave  it  rather  than  run  the 
lead  hazard  of  future  unhappinefs.  Mils 
McCarthy  viewing  him  with  a  look,  in 
which  love  mingled  with  difappointment 
was  very  vifible,  had  too  much  good  fcnfe 
however  not  to  fee m  to  approve  of  what 
he  laid  ;  but  to  his  great  furprize  and  won¬ 
der  chofe  the  former  condition,  and  deter- 
min  d  to  turn  droller,  which,  tho’  it  rejoic’d 
Javy,  yet  inly  gave  him  fume  chagrin; 
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for  he  was  lb  truly  touch’d  with  her  perfo- 
rial  accompli fhments,  that  he  would  gladly 
have  found  her  without  levity,  and  worthy 
his  fincereft  adoration.  It  was  then  deter¬ 
min’d,  that  when  they  had  perform’d  the 
appointed  nights  at  Kinfale ,  Davy  fhould 
come  over  to  Dublin ,  and  give  her  notice  of 
their  rout ;  but  upon  fecond  thoughts,  as 
her  elopement  would  make  fome  noife, 
he  faid  he  would  perfuade  M'-Kenfie  to 
leave  Ireland,  and  go  over  to  England, 
which  he  had  hinted  an  inclination  to  do, 
and  would,  find  means  to  contrive  her  e- 
fcape  into  the  packet,  when  he  came  to 
. 'Dublin ,  and  as  her  aunt  might  know  him 
again,  having  feen  him  perform  at  Kinfale , 
he  gave  her  a  direction  to  his  uncle’s 
where  lhe  was  to  convey  her  clothes,  &c. 
in  boxes  directed  to  Mr.  David  Ranger,  to 
be  left  ’till  call’d  for.  Thefe  matters  fet¬ 
tled,  they  indulg’d  their  affe&ion  for  each 
other,  by  fuch  innocent  dalliance  as  could 
not  offend  the  bounds  of  modefty ;,  fuel: 
wanton  toyings  asa  grave  bifiiop,  or  judge, 
would  hardly  be  able  to  refrain  fiom  wit! 
fuch  an  object.  And  in  thele  pleafing  anc 
yet  torturing  fports,  they  were,  when  th< 
good  woman  brought  word  that  M-Kenfi 
was  come,  and  when  he  was  introduc’d 
Mr.  Ranger  told  him  the  lady’s  inclinatioi 

-  anc 
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and  defign,andhe  agreed  to  admit  her,  with 
the  higheft  complements  upon  her  perfon 
and  fine  voice,  and  Davy  undertook  to 
learn  her  to  fpeak  in  publick.  M'Kenfie  a- 
greed,  at  once,  to  going  over  to  England, 
and  the  enamour’d  Davy  offer’d  to  fee  her 
to  Kinfale ,  which,  tho’  againff  her  will,  (he 
declin’d,  for  fear  any  of  her  acquaintance 
fhould  be  upon  the  road,  and  therefore  the 
captain  having  left  the  room,  once  more, 
folded  in  each  others  arms,  they  vow’d  e- 
ternal  truth  and  conftancy,  exchang’d  fuch 
embraces  as  would  have  fir’d  the  blood  of 
an  Anchorite ,  and  then  took  a  melancholy 
adieu  of  each  other,  for  the  few  remaining 
days  that  were  to  feparate  them. 

And  now,  gentle  reader,  doft  thou  not 
think  there  may  be  fome  truth  in  what  a 
certain  genius  has  faid, 

Some  men  to  pleafure,  fome  to  hudnefs  take  ; 

But  ev'ry  woman  in  her  heart's  a  rake. 

Canst  thou  account  for  the  conduct  of  this 
fair  lady  ?  No,  thou  wilt  readily  anfwer. 
Why  then  I’ll  inform  thee.  She  was  in¬ 
deed  one  of  the  two  daughters  of  Sir  Ju¬ 
lius  McCarthy,  and  if  I  miftake  not,  the 
eldeft,  and  who  having  loft  their  mother, 
had  been  brought  up  under  the  tuition  of 
an  aunt,  who  in  her  younger  days  was  bred 
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up  the  court  of  St.  Germains ,  and  con- 
fequently  had  there  acquir’d  a  good  deal 
of  the  enthufiaftic  fuperftition  of  that 
court.  Then  again,  fhe  was  exceffively 
fond  of  romances,  and  had  Pharamond , 
Cleopatra ,  Clelia ,  and  CaJJandra ,  at  her  fin¬ 
gers  ends,  and  many  other  fuch  huge  vo¬ 
luminous  legends,  to  which  fhe  had  join’d 
a  thorough  infpedlion  into  modern  novels, 
and  the  whole  feries  of  comedies  and  tra¬ 
gedies,  with  which  the  wits  of  this  nation 
have  enrich’d  their  native  foil.  Thus  fur- 
ni(h’d,  fhe  was  no  doubt,  you’ll  believe, 
an  excellent  tut’refs  to  two  young  ladies, 
who  had  as  much  of  flefh  and  blood  about 
them  as  their  neighbours,  and  it  had  this 
early  effect  upon  them,  that  by  the  time 
they  were  turn’d  of  fourteen,  and  mifs 
Molly  was  now  but  three  years  beyond  it, 
their  heads  were  full  of  adventures  of 
knights  and  damfels,  enchanted  caftles, 
black  forefts  necromancers,  charms,  fpells, 
tilts,  tournaments,  groves,  purling  ftreams, 
captive  queens,  and  imprifon’d  heroes ;  and 
by  hearing  their  aunt,  and  reading  them- 
felves,  they  feem’d  a  ready  fpoil  for  the 
fir  ft,  Oroondates ,  Artaxerxes ,  or  Belianis  that 
came  in  their  way.  For  a  year  or  more, 
they  had  been  at  home  with  their  father, 
who  thought  he  had  an  unlimited  power 

to 


/DAVID  RANGER.  175 

to  treat  what  he  had  begotten  in  what  man- 
he  thought  proper,  therefore  he  foon  let 
them  know  they  were  no  more,  to  enjoy 
the  fancied  joys  of  breezy  gales,  of  echo¬ 
ing  hills,  of  fequefter’d  fhades  and  fighing 
zephyrs  ;  his  language  was  plain  Irifb,  he 
knew  nothing  but  hunting,  drinking  and 
fmoking,  thought  them  the  greateft  plea- 
fures  on  earth,  and  all  thefuitors,  he  prefer’d 
to  his  daughters  knowledge,  were  perfect 
Or  Jons  or  Orang  Outangs ,  with  fcarce  any 
thing  of  human  femblance  about  them.  No 
wonder  if  fuch  fevere  treatment  from  their 
father,  had  made  them  regret  the  lofs  of 
the  flowery  lefifons  of  their  late  tutorefs, 
and  fancy  themfelves  rather  in  the  pofief- 
fion  of  fome  cruel  necromancer,  in  a  moat¬ 
ed  caftle,  defended  by  griffins  or  lions, 
than  under  the  care  of  a  parent-,  and, 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  romance,  they 
had,  for  a  confiderable  time,  been  looking 
out  for  fome  gentle  knight  errant  to  relieve 
them  from  their  durance.  Mifs  Molly,  in 
feeing  Davy  perform  at  Gowran ,  and  hear¬ 
ing  it,  afterwards,  whifpered  that  he  was  a 
gentleman  in  difguife,  became  enamour’d 
of  him,  and  did  not  doubt  but  the  deftinies 
had  referv’d  him  for  her;  and  fhe  had 
filently  taken  therefore  a  refolution  to  fling 
herfelf  upon  his  generofity,  and  like  fome 

1 4  wander- 
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wandering  damfel  in  legend,  to  follow  his 
mock  heroic  profefiion,  rather  than  faii  ■, 
for  which  her  large  acquaintance  with  plays 
had  well  fitted  her,  rather  than  return  again 
to  the  cruel  and  impofmg  hands  fhe  had 
quitted.  Setting  afide  this  romantick  dif- 
pofition  flie  had  every  good  quality  of 
mind,  that  could  adorn  a  female  breaft, 
and,  as  my  reader  is  appriz’d,  had  a  perfon 
and  a  voice  altogether  charming. 

I  he  company  perform’d  their  appoint¬ 
ed  times  at  Kinjale ,  with  Hill  increas’d  re¬ 
putation,  at  which  town  they  clear’d  above 
an  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  then  fet 
out  for  Dublin ,  Davy  going  before,  by 
himfelf,  after  appointing  a  rendezvous  with 
the  captain,  from  whence  they  were  im¬ 
mediately  to  embark  for  Brijlol ,  in  the 
firft  vefiel  they  could  find  ready  to  fail,  the 
procurement  of  a  paflage,  for  himfelf  and 
company,  being  left  to  that  gentleman. 
Davy  was  receiv’d  by  his  uncle  with  all  the 
affebtion  imaginable,  who,  after  the  firft 
faiutations,  inform’d  him,  that  certain 
boxes  had  been  left  for  him,  by  which  he 
difcover’d  the  punftuality  of  his  adorable 
Molly ,  which  not  a  little  delighted  him,  as 
the  feparation  he  had  endured  was  far  from 
being  agreeable  ;  already  his  heart  was  fo 
tun’d  to  the  foft  paffion.  He  foon  con¬ 
vinc’d 
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vinc'd  his  uncle  that  he  had  licence  from 
his  father  to  go  to  England ,  for  fome 
months,  and  at  the  fame  time  wrote  letters 
to  acquainting  that  gentleman  with 

his  defign’d  excurfion,  defiring  him  to  di- 
red  his  anfwers  to  the  pofboffice  in  Brijlal , 
till  call’d  for.  The  day  after  his  arrival, 
he  went  privately  to  meet  M^Kenfje,  who 
had  already  procur'd  a  veflfel,  which  was  to 
fail  in  two  days,  having  all  her  lading 
aboard,  for  him  and  his  company  and  ma¬ 
chines.  In  this  veffel  Davy  procur’d  a 
pafTage  for  himfelf  and  his  miftrefs  alfo, 
without  letting  the  mafter  know  he  was  at 
all  acquainted  with  M'KenJie^  or  his  people; 
which  they  had  likewife  directions  to  con¬ 
ceal,  and,  paying  a  large  price,  had  the 
cabin  entirely  left  to  his  difpofal.  That 
very  evening  he  contriv’d  to  meet  mifs 
McCarthy ,  at  Ringfend ,  and  after  mutual  en¬ 
dearments,  the  next  day  was  appointed  for 
her  elopement,  when  her  aunt,  who  was  con- 
ftant  at  her  devotions,  was  at  church,  and 
mean  time  Davy  got  all  his  own  and  her 
baggage  put  on  board,  by  his  uncle’s  fern 
vants.  The  greateft  difficulty  now,  was, 
to  prevent  this  kind  relation  from  infilling 
to  fee  him  on  board,  as  that  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  made  a  difcovery  of  his 
companion  and  amour,  or  at  le&ft  forc’d 
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him  to  be  beholden  to  the  captain  of  the 
veffelj  whofe  name  was  Mizzen ,  for  a  con¬ 
cealment-,  for  to  him  he  had  pafs’d  her  for 
his  fitter,  well  knowing  what  fufpicions  the 
embarkation  of  two  young  handfome  per- 
fons  of  different  fexes  would  occafion  elle, 
in  fuch  kind  of  people.  But,  as  if  heaven 
fmil’d  upon  his  projedts,  the  uncle  that 
very  night  was  forc’d  to  bid  adieu  to  his 
nephew,  upon  receiving  an  exprefs,  that 
his  prefence  was  neceffary  at  B  elf  aft ,  where 
a  correfpondent,  to  whom  he  was  under 
great  obligations,  lay  at  the  point  of  death. 
And  accordingly  he  fet  out,  after  fending 
on  board  captain  Mizzen  a  large  affort- 
ment  of  provifions  and  refrefhments  of 
the  bett,  and  of  every  kind,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  nephew  in  his  fhort  voyage. 

And  now  the  expedted  moment  being 
arrived,  he  went  to  the  appointed  fpot 
near  St.  Stephen  §  Green ,  and,  fo  pundlual 
does  love  make  us,  foon  receiv’d  his  fair 
partner  into  his  arms,  and  without  a 
minute’s  delay  carried  her  down  to  the 
and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour’s  time 
they  were  on  board  the  Eleanor  brigantine, 
and  in  their  cabin,  being  receiv’d  by  the 
matter  and  crew,  with  all  the  dittindtion 
that  a  genteel  appearance  and  behaviour 

chal- 
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challenges,  even  from  the  mod  rude  and 
unpolifh’d  favage* 

As  had  been  concerted,  all  the  reft  were 
alfo  on  board,  and  the  wind  (landing  fa¬ 
vourable,  they  immediately  fell  down  to 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  put  to  fea, 
with  propitious  gales,  fmooth  and  ferene 
feas  and  (kies,  and  minds  quite  eafy  and 
fatisfied,  in  the  prefent  undertaking. 


CHAP.  VI. 

The  y  meet  with  a  dreadful  form — Behaviour 
of  captain  Mizzen,  and  Tom  Foul- 
weather,  his  mate . — A  curious  occurrence. 
— The  captain's  turn  to  religion.— A  tender 
fcene. — Amor  vinci t  omnia  verified. — They 
are  driven  into  Milford  Haven. — Davy 
and  his  lady  refolve  to  debark . — The  reft 
proceed  to  Briftol. — They  are  carefs9 d  at 
lord  Bertram^.  — A  meffage  to  young 
Ranger  from  a  lady . — Interview  between 
them. — Ijfue  of  the  conference . — They  de¬ 
part  for  Briftol. 

THE  fmiling  Iky  continued  to  fhed 
its  reviving  influence  upon  our 
voyagers,  for  fume  hours  after  they  were 
out  at  fea,  and  all  was  harmony  and  civi- 
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3ity  on  board  ;  Mr.  Ranger  and  his  fair  one, 
1  io  this  was  their  fir  ft  excurfion  upon  fait 
water,  were  not  very  fick,  the  few  qualms 
tnat  difordered  their  flomachs  being  foon 
overcome,  and  tney  fpeedily  fcrap’d  ac- 
cjuaintance,  as  it  appear’d  to  the  fhip’s 
crew,  with  their  fellow  travellers,  and 
made  captain  M'Kenfie  take  part  of  their 
birth,  it  being  more  commodious  than  his 
own,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  day 
feaion.  And  as  to  the  captain  and'  his 
mate,  they  foon  won  their  hearts,  by  large 
dofes  of  rum  and  brandy,  and  frequently 
and  ^generoufiy  tapping  their  wine,  of 
which  they  had  plenty  enough  for  a 
voyage  round  the  three  iilands ;  nor  were 
they  niggardly,  in  the  fame  way,  to  the 
reft  or  the  fhip’s  company,  confiding  of 
four  men  and  a  boy  ;  the  Eleanor  being  a 
velfel  of  but  fmall  burthen,  ufed  principal¬ 
ly  in  coaffing  voyages,  or  trips  from  Ire¬ 
land  to  England^  and  back  again.  How¬ 
ever,  fire  was  fitted  for  defence  in  a  war-like 
manner,  let  me  allure  my  readers  ;  mount¬ 
ing  two  four-pounders  and  fix  fwivels,  and 
having  two  old  firelocks,  as  many  fwords, 
lome  liink-pots,  and  chefts  of  broken 
gJafs  on  board.  '1  hus  they  plough’d  on, 
with  every  aufpicious  omen,  when  fudden- 
Jy  the  Ikies  were  overcaff,  and  the  louring 
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welkin  betoken’d  an  approaching  ftorm, 
and  before  they  could  reef  their  fails  it 
.  blew  a  perfect  fret  of  wind,  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  which  oblig’d  them  to  lye  too  for 
fear  of  being  driven  into  the  wide  ocean, 
and  the  wind  {till  encreafing,  attended 
with  rain,  thunder  and  lightning,  they 
were  hardly  able  to  keep  their  little  fkift 
above  water,  which  every  moment  was 
expedited  to  founder,  and  fink  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  great  abyfs.  In  this  diftrefs 
the  oaths  and  execrations  of  the  crew,  the 
cries  of  the  paflfengers,  and  the  bruit  of 
the  winds  and  waves,  created  a  medley  of 
confufed  founds  that  was  abominably  grat¬ 
ing  to  the  ears.  Mifs  McCarthy  was  fill’d 
with  the  dread  natural  upon  fuch  an  occa- 
fion,  but  kept  it  to  herlelf  ;  for  fear  of 
disturbing  Mr.  Ranger ,  who  was  only 
concern’d  on  her  account ;  and  he  and 
M-Kenfie  were  the  only  two  that  preferv’d 
their  preience  of  mind,  the  former  repeat¬ 
ing,  to  fupport  their  fpirits, 

What  need  the  valiant  man  fear  death  •, 
Seeing  death  will  come ,  when  he  will  come. 

As  to  the  - matter,  Mizzen ,  and  Tom  Foul- 
weather  his  mate,  tho’  ieafon’d  to  this 
boifterous  element,  from  their  very  cradles, 
they  flood  it  out  as  long  as  they  were  able 

to 
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to  work  or  I'wcar,  and  then  let  her  drive 
at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves,  cry¬ 
ing  out,  if  God  did  not  fave  them,  no¬ 
thing  could,  and  made  a  large  can  of 
punch  to  drink  farewell,  as  they  faid,  to 
each  other,  for  they  were  fure  the  devil 
was  on  board,  and  the  fhip  would  part  in 

lefs  than  an  hour,  or  they’d  be  da - d. 

Whilft  they  were  thus  full  of  difpondency, 
one  of  the  tragedians  was  endeavouring  to 
compofe  himfelf,  in  his  lad  moments,  by 
repeating  every  ferap  he  was  matter  of,  in 
any  of  his  parts,  that  bore  the  leaft  affinity 
to  a  ftorm.  Amongft  the  reft  he  roar’d 
out,  at  this  moment. 

Whether  firji  nature ,  or  long  want  of  peace , 
Has  wrought  my  mind  to  this ,  I  cannot  tell ; 
But  horrors  now ,  are  not  difpleafing  to  me  \ 

1  like  this  warring  of  the  elements  ! 

Rage  on  ye  winds ,  burjl  clouds ,  and  wa¬ 
ters  roar , 

Te  bear  a  juft  refemblance  of  my  fortune. 

And  fuit  the  gloomy  habit  of  my  foul ! 

Mizzen ,  who  heard  every  word  of  this, 
roar’d  out  louder  than  the  ftorm,  for  all 

hands  diredtly,  and  cryed,  D - n  his 

blood,  now  the  whole  affair  was  out,—  I 
never  lik’d  the  looks  of  that  fellow,  by 
(j — d,  he  has  either  committed  feme  mur¬ 
der 
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der  and  is  flying  from  juftice,  ordeals  with 
the  devil,  and  has  rais’d  this  whirlwind  ; 

and,  d - n  him,  he  Ihould  go  overboard, 

or  elfe  they  Ihould  all  infallibly  go  to  the 
bottom.  Fuulweather,  alfo  beat  the  deck, 
again  and  again,  for  the  people  to  get  ready 
to  feize  this  dreadful  conjuror,  and  added, 
by  G — d,  captain,  I  heard  the  very  words 
— he  was  telling  his  mafter  the  d — 1,  that 
he  had  pleas’d  him  by  raifing  the  ftorm — 
I’ll  be  the  firft  that  fhall  feize  him,  if  all 
his  mafter’s  imps  were  gather’d  about  him 
to  proteft  him ;  for  fuch  foul  weather  I  was 
never  in,  in  this  channel,  fince  I  flopp’d 
between  Item  and  ftern  of  a  fhip,  and 

d - n  my  foul,  it  mud  be  owing  to  this 

heathenifh  wicked  fon  of  a  b - h,  being 

on  board  of  us.  As  the  men  did  not 
plainly  hear  this  eloquent  harangue,  this 
worthy  mate  of  his  excellent  commander, 
jump’d  forwards  to  the  player’s  hammock, 
and  feizing  him  by  the  throat,  dragg’d 
him  to  the  companion  flairs,  and  was  go¬ 
ing  to  execute  the  fentence  they  had  pro¬ 
nounc’d  upon  him  •,  but  the  cabbin  door 
being  open,  Mr.  Ranger  efpying  the  vio¬ 
lence,  tho’  he  did  not  know  the  occafion, 
holla’d  out  to  know  what  was  the  matter  ? 
Nothing,  Sir,  the  rugg’d  mate  reply’d, 
but  we  overheard  this  fellow  preaching  to 

the 
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the  weather,  and  blowing  it  up — and  as 
we  are  fure  he  deals  with  the  devil,  or  is 
a  murderer,  and  the  ftorm  was  rais’d  by 
him,  or  on  his  account,  we  have  refolv’d 

to  fee  if  he  can  fink,  and  be  d - d  to 

him,  and  lend  him,  like  a  fop  to  his  mafter,  to 
be  dry  d  by  h — 11  flames,  And  pray,  fays 
Davy,  hardly  able  to  forbear  laughing, 
who  gave  you  authority  to  judge,  con¬ 
demn  and  execute  this  gentleman,  with¬ 
out  hearing  his  defence  ?  Pray,  Mr  .Burden, 
what  have  you  done  to  deferve  all  this,  at 
Mr.  Foulweather' s  hands  ?  The  miferable 
tragedian,  trembling  like  an  afpin  leaf,  In 
faultring  accents,  reply’d,  That  he  only 
was  repeating  fome  ftormy  lines,  particu¬ 
larly  thofe  of  Zanga  in  the  Revenge ,  and 
neither  knew  why,  nor  wherefore  he  was 
us’d  with  fo  much  rudenefs.  During  this 
parley,  the  reft  of  the  crew  had  got  upon 
deck,  and  were  waiting  with  great  eagernefs 
to  fee  the  wifh’d  for  cataftrophe  of  this 
limb  of  fatan,  and  Mizzen  bellow’d  out 
every  minute — bring  him  up — bring  him 
up, — make  no  words,,  bring  him  up!  If 
he  had  a  hundred  lives  he  fhould  dye — 
and  again,  in  another  tone — Oh !  G — d  ! 

Oh  !  Lord  J — s  C - 1,  God  forbid,  I 

fhould  fereen  fuch  a  wretch !  didn’t  he 
confefs  that  his  foul  was  gloomy, — that  he 

wanted 
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wanted  peace,™ as  all  murderers  do, — and 
that  he  was  frill  of  the  horrors— -why,  what 
he  has  confefs’d  wouldhanghim  in  any  court 
in  Ireland  or  England .  No — no — 1  bids 
my  G — d,  1  never  did  any  thing  to  pro¬ 
voke  him. — Indeed  I’m  a  fwearer, — and 
who  isn>t — I  can  drink  a  little — and  who 
can’t- — I  love  a  wench — and  let  him  that 
don’t,  fling  the  firfl:  done.  But  1  never 
dealt  with  the  devil,  as  this  Mahometan  has 

done! — D - n  him,  if  he  had  murder’d 

his  father,  lain  with  his  mother,  and  ra- 
vifh’d  his  After,  I’d  forgive  him — but  to 
deal  with  the  devil, — no  flefli  and  blood 
that  has  any  religion  in  their  brains  can  ex- 
cufe  him  ^  bring  him  up,  bring  him  up! 

• — And  ’twas  well  that  the  unfteady  motion 
of  the  vefifel  made  it  no  eafy  matter  to  per¬ 
form  his  injunftion,  and  gave  time  to  Da¬ 
vy  to  call  MlKenfie  to  his  afliftance,  other- 
wife  our  Zanga  had  drank  Inch  a  large 
draught  of  fait  water,  that  he  would  never 
have  wanted  to  drink  again  •,  for  already 
two  more  of  the  brutes  had  join’d  the  mate 
to  aflift  in  hailing  the  culprit  upon  deck, 
and  to  immerge  him  in  the  briny  waves. 
Finding  expoftulation  of  no  effedf,  MlKenfie 
lent  the  mate  fuch  a  ftroke  acrofs  the  tem¬ 
ples,  at  the  fame  time  calling  upon  the 
other  player,  and  bidding  the  convift  de- 
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fend  himfelf,  that  he  tumbled  him  for¬ 
wards  into  the  hold,  where  he  Jay  lenlelefs, 
tor  fame  minutes,  and  his  followers,  hav¬ 
ing  refum’d  courage,  fo  luftily  beflir’d 
themfelves,  that  they  were  foon  clear  of 
tneir  alfailants,  whilft  Adizzen ,  obferving  all 
from  above,  bellow’d  down,  that  he’d 
hang  ’em  for  mutiny,  and  endeavouring  to 
run  away  with  the  vefiel,  and  that  he’d  fire 
one  of  his  fwivels  upon  them,  if  they  did 
.  not  defift  and  let  the  fon  of  a  wh — e  be 
quickly  flung  overboard  as  he  deferv’d  ; 
however,  feeing  his  party  had  the  word 
of  it,  he  flood  aloof  nor  dar’d  to  fet  a 
foot  upon  the  ladder,  for  the  truth  was,  he 
was  a  moft  confummate  coward.  Mr. 
Ranger,  however,  got  up  to  him,  and  ex- 
poftulated  upon  the  inhumanity  and  cruel¬ 
ty  he  was  going  to  be  guilty  of,  to  an  in¬ 
nocent  fellow  creature,  and  the  danger  he 
would  incur,  of  being  hang’d,  if  he  had 
been  fuffer’d  to  perpretrate  fuch  a  crime, 
and  the  offence  ir,  rauft  particularly  be  at 
this  time,  when  they  had  fuch  evident 
need  of  the  divine  afliftance.  He  next 
explain’d  to  him  what  the  player  had  re¬ 
peated  ;  allur’d  him,  it  was  only  a  tragedy 
fpeech  that  had  occurr’d  to  him,  and  de¬ 
fil’d  there  might  be  a  ceffation  of  hoftili- 
ties,  and  an  indemnity  on  all  fides.  Mizr 

zeny 
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zen ,  grumbling  in  his  gizzard,  yet  could 
not  help  yeilding  to  thefe  arguments  of 
his  pafifenger,  and  the  mate  being  recover¬ 
ed,  he  order’d  that  no  more  fhould  be  faid 
about  the  matter  ;  and  Davy ,  to  bind  the 
concord  more  firmly,  brought  out  a  gal¬ 
lon  of  brandy,  part  of  which  was  made 
into  punch,  and  the  reft  given  to  the  crew. 

During  this  inteftine  brawl  and  com¬ 
motion,  the  (form  rather  increas’d  than 
abated  *,  and  the  night  was  more  gloomy, 
than  could  well  be  deferib’d  *,  fo  that  the 
fellows  were  heard,  in  their  way,  on  all  hands, 
invoking  the  aftiftance  of  that  powerful 
arm,  that  alone  can  fave  in  fuch  extremi¬ 
ties.  Even  Ranger  and  M'Kenfie  thought 
this  night  would  be  the  laft  of  their  lives  ; 
but  had  fouls  of  too  firm  a  texture  to  be 
ftartled  at  the  approach  of  death  in  any 
fhape.  They  fincerely,  indeed,  recom¬ 
mended  themfelves  to  the  Almighty’s  pro¬ 
tection,  confcious  of  his  loving-kindnefs 
and  abundant  mercies,  which  they  hop’d 
would  make  allowance  for,  and  pardon  the 
frailties  of  their  lives.  Davy  dwelt  with 
the  greateft  trouble,  upon  the  idea  of  his 
father,  who  he  thought  would  be  incon- 
folable  for  his  lofs,  and  beg’d  for  compo- 
iure  to  his  mind.  The  extremeft  prefent 
pain  he  had,  arofe  from  the  diftrefs  of  the 

lovely 
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lovely  McCarthy,  who  now  refign’d  herfdf 
over  to  the  moit  immoderate  forrow,  and 
even  charg’d  herfdf  with  the  anger  of 
heaven  againft  them,  for  leaving  her  fa¬ 
ther,  her  dear  father,  as  fhe,  for  the  firft 
time,  now  cali  d  him.  Indeed  their  filia¬ 
tion  was  very  dreadful,  and  capable  of  in- 
fpiring  terror  into  the  ftouteft  heart.  Davy , 
us’d  every  perfuafion  to  alleviate  her  dif- 
quiets :  He  cry  d,  my  charming  fair,  pro- 
viaence  may  yet  fpare  us,  we  are  far  from 
being  without  hope,  even  in  this  terrible 
fea  ;  the  feamen  have  not  given  us  over, 
and,  let  not  us  be  the  firft  to  defpair.  If 
we  fhould,  however,  count  thefe  for  our 
lafl  moments,  we  can  have  no  real  caufe 
of  affliction — we  go  to  that  being  who  is 
the  merciful  difpofer  of  events,  and  in 
whofe  prefence  are  joys  for  evermore.  If 
our  lives  have  been  fhort,  we  have  the 
fewer  crimes  or  follies  to  anfwer  for,  and 
as  to  dying  now,  or  many  years  hence, 
"twill  be  the  fame  thing,  when  the  ftrug- 
gle  is  over;  when  an  age  will  appear  but 
as  a  moment.  What  is  life  ?  A  repetition 
of  the  lame  aCts  and  occurrences  ;  we  have 
receiv’d  pleafure,  we  have  felt  anxiety  and 
forrow ;  we  have  feafted,  flept,  and  per¬ 
form’d  the  feveral  functions  of  nature  ; 
and  were  we  to  live  a  thoufand  years, 

’twould 
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*twould  be  only  going  over  the  fame  things 
again.  Indeed  were  we  to  be  no  more, 
the  thought  would  be  (hocking  ;  but  we 
have  every  encouraging  promile  from  the 
fource  of  divine  goodnefs,  that,  after  this 
life,  we  (hall  exift  in  another  and  better 
ftate  ;  have  all  our  nobler  faculties  im¬ 
prov’d  and  enlarg’d,  and  the  drofs  of  our 
frame  purg’d  and  wip’d  away.  We  can 
then,  have  little  to  difturb  us  •,  but  for 
thofe  we  leave  behind.  The  natural  and 
laudable  affedtion  we  fhould  bear  to  our 
parents,  mu  ft  reprefent  their  extreme  an- 
guifh  for  our  lofs,  in  the  mod  cutting 
view  *,  but  we  truft  they  will  join  us  in 
thofe  blefied  regions,  where  pain  and  fol- 
Jicitude  (hall  be  no  more.  If  there  is  any 
more  tender  paffion,  where  does  it  exift, 
or  for  what  objedt  ? — I  love  you,  my  de¬ 
light,  and  you  are  the  foie  objedt  of  my 
affedtion,  and  I  believe  your  regard  for  me 
is  reciprocal.  We  (hall  die  then,  with  all 
we  hold  dear — no  jealoufy,  no  waking  dif- 
quiet,  no  apprehenfion,  will  harrow  our 
minds  in  our  laft  moments.  Clafp’d  in 
each  other’s  arms,  we  (hall  take  the 
draught,  fo  bitter  to  humanity  ;  but  which, 
view’d  thro’  the  opticks  of  reafon,  religi¬ 
on  and  philofophy,  fhould  rather  give  us 
pleafure  than  pain.  As  to  the  manner  of 

our 
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oui-  deaths,  let  it  not  appear  fo  dreadful. 

Iwi  !  be  but  a  ffiort  fpace  in  undergoing, 
and  then  the  ftruggle  is  part  :  How  prefe?- 

lf  we  .arf  rightly  prepar’d  for  it,  to 
a  lingering  ficknefs,  preceeding  diffolution 
tor  many  weeks,  months,  nay  years— the 
mmd  full  of  worldly  confiderations— full 
of  anxious  difficulties  about  hereafter,  and 
iurrounded  by  a  weeping  train,  of  all  we  hold 
molt  dear,  foil  more  to  diftradt  the  foul  upon 
the  confines  of  eternity .—M‘Kenfie,  who 
was  fitting  befide  mifs  McCarthy’s,  bed  ex- 
.pecting  the  laft  fhock  with  the  firmnefs  of 
a  man  to  whom  life  and  death  are  equal 
and  who  had  feen  too  many  of  the  miferies* 
of  the  former  to  regret  parting  with  it, 
could  not  help,  in  terms  of  the  warmeft 
iriendlhip  and  admiration,  applauding  thefe 
forcible  arguments  of  his  friend  ;  adding 
Ah  !  my  dear  Ranger ,  I  find  my  Operation 
from  you  will  be  the  greateft  difficulty  I 
liave  to  encounter  ?  Heaven  have  mercy 
upon  me  !  Pardon  and  pals  by,  oh  God  ! 
all  my  manifold  fins  and  offences !  Blot 
them  out  of  the  book  of  thy  remembrance, 
that  they  may  not  rife  up  againft  me,  in  the’ 
laft  day,  to  condemn  me  :  And  vouchfafe 
on  !  gracious  Being,  that  in  the  future 
world,  I  may  join  this  amiable  youth,  who 

has 
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has  lb  captivated  my  heart  with  his  vir¬ 
tues !  Davy  flung  his  arms  round  him  and 
embrac’d  him,  and  then  return’d  again  to 
his  fair  charge,  whole  tears  continued 
trickling  from  her  fine  eyes,  without  ceafi* 
ing.  Oh,  Sir,  (he  cry’d,  to  die  with  you, 
is  my  only  confolation  ;  for  whom  I  would 
only  live.  Pardon  my  feminine  weaknefs, 
and  the  imbecility  of  my  mind,  if  lofing 
you,  tho’  I  go  with  you,  harrows  up  my 
very  foul.  This,  alas !  is  too,  too  fhort  a 
warning  to  erafe  from  my  bofom,  all  thofe 
ideas  that  I  have  dwelt  upon  with  lb  much 
— I  fear  with  too  great  fondnefs.  Oh  ! 
5tis  not  to  be  born! — At  thefe  words  fhe 
(hatch’d  him  to  her  bofom,  and  prels’d 
her  beauteous  face  to  his,  with  an  adtion 
of  the  higheft  mingled  affedtion  and  ter¬ 
ror.  My  angel,  he  reply’d,  thou  art  dear¬ 
er  to  me  than  words  can  exprels — nor  dare 
I  indulge  thought,  bufy  thought,  upon  all 
the  joys  my  fancy  had  in  fiore  for  us, 
fondly  fed  itfelf  upon  :  But  lure,  as  our 
loves  are  pure  and  unfullied,  heaven  cannot 
look  frowningly  upon  them.  Oh!  Molly  l 
* — but  I  dare  not  give  way  to  thefe  ima¬ 
geries — they  too  much  unman  me  !  And 
here  his  grief  perforce  broke  from  his  eyes. 

Thus  they  were  employ’d  in  the  cabin, 
whilft  the  other  paffengers  kept  dole  in 

their 
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their  hammocks,  and  thecrew  in  their  feverai 
alternate  departments,  ’rill  another  fun,  and 
in  all  appearance  to  them  the  Jail,  be^an 
to  illume  the  horizon  ;  but  nothing  was  to 
be  feen  aoroad,  except  a  howling  wafte  of 
agitated  waves,  and  a  wild ,  louring,  madnino* 
H'y  ;  whilft  the  fea  broke  over  the  little 
Eleanor,  on  every  fide,  and  lhe  became  fo 
leaky  that  they  were  oblig’d  to  ply  the 
pumps  tncelfantly,  which  was  now  fo  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  an  exercile,  that  Davy  and 
Kenfie  did  not  difdam  to  encourage  the 
failors  by  their  ready  alMance  ;  nor  were 
the  players  behind  hand  in  this  ufeful  of, 
fice.  The  wind,  in  the  morning,  having 
fhifted  to  the  weftward  they  were  driven 
at  a  great  rate  to  the  N.E.  which  was  fome- 
what  out  of  their  courfe,  and  thus  they 
con. tin u  d  beating  up  the  dangerous  chan¬ 
nel  of  St,  George  lor  rour  days  more,  when 
tiie  wind  fomewhat  abated,  and  a  little  re¬ 
vived  their  drooping  fpirits,  efpecialiy  as 
Mizzen  had  declar’d  that  he  hop’d  now  to 

keep  the  rotten  b~ - h  above  water,  till  he 

got  into  fome  harbour ;  for  he  faw  land,  and 
an  opening  right  a-head,  which  he  and  his 
mate  judg’d  to  be  Milford  Haven,  for 
which,  as  the  wind  flood  fair,  they  bore 
away.  Mr.  Ranger  and  mifs  McCarthy  be¬ 
gan  now  to  take  a  little  fuftenance  j  which 

they 
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they  had  hardly  done  fufficiently  to  fup- 
port  life,  fince  the  ftorm  began,  any  more 
than  then  companion  AF Fenjle  and  his  re¬ 
tinue  ;  for  indeed  they  had  been  fo  rock’d 
and  toft,  in  their  little  wooden  'tenement, 
that  it  was  hardly  poffible  to  get" any  thin** 
to  the  mouth,  if  they  had  really  had  any 
appetite,  therefore,  a  little  wine,  drank 
by  word  of  mouth,  and  a  bifket  or  two 
had  been  their  principal  fupport.  The 
kettle  could  now  be  fet  on  the  fire,  and  they 
regal’d  themfelves  upon  the  beft  the  fbip 
afforded.  Mizzen  and  Foul-weather  o-rew 
good  humour  d,  and  even  condelcended 
to  afk  pardon  for  their  late  ill  behaviour, 
and  harmony  and  concord  was  reftor’d 
throughout  the  wooden  world. 


.  On  t“e  c'ole  of  the  next  day,  they  »c 
into  the  harbour,  which  indeed  prov’d°t 
be  exactly  the  port  they  expedted,  am 
came  to  an  anchor  in  a  very  convenien 

-p1'  now>  Ranger,  perfuaded  b 

mils  McCarthy ,  told  the  captain  that  he  wa 
refo  v  d  to  go  the  reft  of  the  way  to  Brifto, 
by  land,  and  thought  he  might  go  tor 
and  leave  the  cuftody  of  their  imptemem 
and  baggage  to  their  companions;  bu 
M  Kenfie,  tho  encourag’d  by  Davy  and  hi 
lady  to  take  that  courfe,  thought  it  m 
expedient  to  truft  all  they  had  of  an 
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value,  to  perfons  whofe  fidelity  he  was  not 
allur’d  of,  and  amongft  fuch  a  parcel  of 
ruffians  as  the  fhip’s  company  feem’d  to  be 
compos’d  of ;  and  therefore  chofe  to  deny 
himfelf  of  the  pleafure  of  their  company, 
and  to  flick  dole  to  the  fhip  till  her  arrival 
at  the  intended  port.  Mizzen  agreed,  for 
a  fmall  gratuity,  as  he  intended  to  lye 
where  he  was  for  a  day  or  two,  to  let  the 
fhip’s  boat  carry  our  lovers  up  to  Pembroke, 
which  they  chofe  to  repair  to,  as  the  firft 
place  of  good  accommodation,  and  for  the 
eafe  of  water  carriage,  tho’  fomewhat  out  of 
the  way.  Mils  McCarthy  was  overjoy’d, 
at  the  thoughts  of  fetting  her  foot  once 
more  on  fhore,  after  fuch  a  feries  of  hard- 
fliips  and  dangers,  nor  was  Ranger  difpleaf- 
ed,  for,  tho’  he  was  couragious  enough  to 
defpife  difficulties,  yet  his  temper  was 
quite  chagrin’d  at  the  boifterous  humours 
of  che  fociety  he  had  been  fo  long  with, 
who  had  fill’d  him  with  the  higheft  difgult 
and  contempt  of  their  manners  and  bru- 
tality. 

When  the  boat  was  got  ready,  alter 
taking  a  tender  leave  of  M'Kenfie,  and 
their  friends,  and  bidding  farewell  to  Miz¬ 
zen,  and  his  tars,  they  got  into  her,  and 
fail  being  let,  proceeded  on  their  little 
voyage,  under  the  dire&ion  of  Tom  Foul - 
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•weather,  another  man,  and  a  boy,  and 
pleas’d  thernfelves  in  reflecting  upon  the 
dangers  they  had  pais  d  through,  and  the 
difference  between  their  late  boifterous 
fituation  and  their  prefent  calm  and  ierene 
ikies  and  waters.  The  towns  and  villao-es, 
on  the  north  and  fouth  fhores  of  the  haven* 
were  a  moil  delightful  profpedt,  to  perfons 
who  had  been  fo  long  depriv’d  of  fuch 
agreeable  variety,  and  the  lowing  of  the 
kine,  and  the  bleating  of  the  fio°cks,  was 
equal  to  the  fineft  founds  that  could  be 
modulated  to  melody ;  but,  fo  uncertain 
are  all  prefent  enjoyments,  they  were  yet 
to  undergo  another  rub  before  they  fat 
their  feet  on  ihore,  owing  to  the  carelefnefs 
or  want  of  knowledge,  in  their  cockfwain  • 
for  gomg  along  the  north  ihore,  with 
a  full, fail,  a  fudden  fquall  from  an  inlet 
below  Morton ,  at  once  overfet  the  craft’ 
and  fet  them  all  a  fwimming  for  their  Jives’ 
an  exercile  at  which  Davy  was  very  expert  •’ 
but  before  they  could  right  the  boat,  mil's 
McCarthy  was  hoifted,  quite  fenfeiefs  to 
many  yards  diftant  from  the  ihore  ftrucr 
gling  amongft  the  breakers  and  feemino-Tv 
in.  the  agonies  of  death.  Davy ,  fwi?n. 

nung  about,  fent  his  view  on  every  iide 
after  her,  and  at  laft  happened  to  fee  her 
as  ihe  linmerg’d  the  i'econd  time  from  her 

K  2 
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watery  grave  •,  upon  which,  tho’  greatly 
fatigued  with  felf-prefervation,  new  vi¬ 
gour  ftrung  his  nerves,  and  darting  thro’ 
the  brine,  he  was,  in  three  minutes,  upon 
the  fpot,  juft  as  the  lovely  maid  was  going 
to  fink  again,  for  ever,  from  his  fight,  and 
getting  under  her,  fupported  her  on  his 
back,  holding  one  end  of  her  garment 
in  his  mouth,  and  thus  endeavour’d,  tho’ 
fo  jaded  as  to  be  hardly  able  to  keep  above 
water,  to  regain  his  companions,  who  hav¬ 
ing  dragg’d  the  boat  into  fhoal  water,  had 
now  righted  her,  and  were  endeavouring  to 
row  towards  and  recover  their  ftruggling 
freight,  and  came  up  to  them  juft  as  poor 
Ranger  was  near  lofing  his  ftrength  and 
lenfes,  and  had,  in  an  extempore  ejacula¬ 
tion,  recommended  himielf  to  God.  Ne¬ 
ver  was  the  adage  Amor  vincit  omnia ,  lo 
truly  verified  as  in  this  exigency  ;  no  other 
paftion  of  the  foul  could  have  prompted  a 
man  fo  to  dare,  even  beyond  human 
ftrength  ;  but  there  is  fo  forccable  a  charm 
in  love,  that  it  exalts  us  above  ourfelves, 
and  we  arc  lomewhat  more  then  mortal, 
in  the  protedion  and  prefervation  of  the 
idols  of  our  aftedion,  thofe  dear  reviving 
influences,  without  whom  life  would  be 
defart  and  infipid,  and  ha  rd  I  y  worth  fup- 
porting.  *Tis  the  loft  enthufiafm  of  this 
1  0  gentle 
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gentle  paflion,  when  harbour’d  in  a  gener¬ 
ous  bread,  that  tunes  the  foul  to  inexpref- 
fible  harmony,  that  lifts  us  up  to  the  con¬ 
dition,  as  it  were,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
celedial  regions,  arid  every  thing  low  and 
groveling  is  far  exil’d.  Ranger  loon  came 
to  himfelf  *,  but  it  was  lome  minutes  be¬ 
fore  his  charming  McCarthy  opened  her 
languid  eyes,  which  were  cad  with  ineffa¬ 
ble  joy  upon  the  face  of  her  preferver, 
and  feem’d  to  be  fix’d  there  as  the  centre 
of  all  their  fatisfaclion.  Meantime  the 
boat  got  to  fhore,  purfuant  to  Davy's  or¬ 
ders,  who  wanted  to  drift  his  wet  clothes 
and  afford  his  fair  companion  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doing  the  fame,  for  the  boatmen 
had  recover’d  their  box  and  every  thing 
that  was  on  board,  nor  had  the  water  pe¬ 
netrated  much  thro’  its  crevices. 

I  hey  were  not,  as  it  happened,  much 
to  feek  for  quarters  of  refrefhment  ;  for 
the  whole  of  the  late  difader  was  feen  by 
a  nobleman’s  fon,  who  had  a  feat  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  whom  we  flhall  call 
lord  Bertram ,  as  lie  and  his  lady  were 
walking  upon  their  terras,  not  without  a 
great  deal  of  fear  and  companion,  which 
aie  paflions  the  fooned  excited  in  the 
human  bread  ;  and  as  they  iaw  afterwards 
that  the  parties  had  got  on  lliore,  they  came 
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to  the  beach,  by  the  time  our  fufferers 
landed,  with  hearty  profeflions  of  their 
concern,  and  offers  of  their  houfe  for  their 
recovery  from  the  fatigue  they  had  under¬ 
gone.  This  was  accepted  of,  with  fo  much 
grateful  pohtencfs,  by  Ranger  and  his  mif- 
trefs,  as  prepofefs’d  them  very  much  in 
the  favour  of  their  gueffs,  and  they  alfo 
order'd  the  people  of  the  boat  up  to  their 
houfe,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  their  fervants. 
His  lordfhip  was  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
and  his  wife  between  twenty  and  thirty, 
and  they  were  a  very  amiable  couple,  hav¬ 
ing  retir’d  to  this  fpot,  from  the  fmiling 
cares  of  grandeur,  to  enjoy,  uninterrupted¬ 
ly,  the  fweets  of  love  and  the  blandi {laments 
of  peace  and  quiet.  The  diforder  of  the 
gentleman  and  lady,  they  had  thusfuccour- 
ed,  hindered  their  perceiving  fo  much  of 
that  grace  and  beauty  that  fhone  in  both 
their  perfons ;  but  when  they  had  drefs’d 
and  compos’d  themfelves,  and  came  down 
into  their  prefence,  their  admiration  was 
without  bounds.  It  was  fo  extreme,  that 
they  both  cry’d  out,  at  once,  looking  at 
each  other,  good  God,  what  a  lovely  pair! 
And  advanc’d  to  falute  them,  which  they 
receiv’d  and  return’d  with  a  decent  refpe<ff, 
having,  been  acquainted  of  their  rank 
and  quality,  by  the  fervants  that  attended 

them. 
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them.  At  this  fecond  interview,  the  filter 
of  the  lady  was  prefent,  feemingly  of  near 
the  fame  age  ;  who  gaz’d  at  Ranger  with 
an  emotion,  that  was  foon  noted  by  the 
quick  obfervation  of  mifs  McCarthy ,  with 
fome  apprehenfive  pain  and  jealoufy. 
And  now,  advancing  towards  the  happy 
pair,  Davy  deliver’d  his  fenfe  of  their  fa¬ 
vours  in  the  following  words.  My  lord, 
obligations  to  perfons  of  your  lordfhip’s 
rank,  demand  a  double  acknowledgment  *, 
you  have,  in  a  manner,  reflor’d  a  brother 
and  filler  to  life,  who  were  almoft  peri fh- 
ed  •»  (and  at  this  word  filter,  the  young 
lady  aforefaid  fhew’d  fome  tokens  of  plea- 
fure)  but  nothing  lefs  could  be  expected 
from  the  hofpl tality  and  humanity  of  a 
BritiJfj  nobleman,  who  adds  dignity  to  his 
quality  by  every  action  of  his  life  ;  and,  in 
a  neighbouring  kingdom,  from  which  I 
am  but  this  moment  landed,  fame  has 
done  your  lord fhip  juftice,  and  I  find  her 
report  to  be  ftriftly  true.  Our  hearts,  Sir, 
will  always  be  imprefs’d  with  your  goodnefs, 
and  we  will  (tudy  to  make  fuch  returns,  as 
the  nobleft  principles  of  the  foul  can  dic¬ 
tate,  and  if  you  will  add  to  your  obliga¬ 
tions  by  fuffering  this  young  lady,  to  re¬ 
pole  herfclf,  for  a  day  or  two,  under  your 
kind  roof,  it  will  be  an  aft  of  the  greateft 
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conclefcenfion  ;  for  I  am  fearful,  fhould  fhe 
depart  fooner,  that  her  late  misfortune 
e.ave  an  ill  effebt  upon  her  health, 
lord,  and  the  ladies,  whilft  Davy  was 
tiiUs  jpeaking,  ey’d  them  with  abundance 
T  lrar|lport  and  complacency,  and,  when 
neliad  finifh’d,  he  made  this  reply.  Sir,  you 
nray  'pare  all  complement  *,  we  have  done 
no  more  than  it  was  our  duty  to  do,  and* 
you  will  do  me,  and  I’m  lure,  thefe  ladies, 
an  extremely  great  pleafure,  if  you  pro¬ 
long  your  flay  for  a  month  :  We  will  do 
all  in  our  power  to  make  your  abode  agree¬ 
able  :  We  are  wonderfully  delighted  with 
your  company,  and  your  filler  will  meet, 
in  my  wife  and  her  filler,  with  every  thing 
*hat  can  make  her  pleas’d  and  eafy.  Davy 
bow’d,  and  McCarthy  gentlely  thank’d 
them,  and  they  fat  down  to  a  moft  im¬ 
proving  converfation,  which  was  kept  up 
with  fpirit  on  all  fides,  and  completed  the 
conqueft  they  had  made  of  each  other  ^  fo 
that  lord  Bertram ,  hugg’d  hinifelf  in  the 
felicity  he  had  unexpectedly  met  with,  in 
fuch  good  company.  After  the  mate 
and  his  people  had  been  entertain’d,  with 
what  the  kitchen  and  cellar  afforded, 
in  a  plentiful  manner,  and  were  dry’d, 
Davy  wrote  a  letter  to  MeKenfie ,  telling 
him  of  the  late  adventure  and  its  confe- 

quences. 
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quences,  and  promifing,  with  all  convene 
ent  fpeed,  to  join  him  at  Brijlol ,  and  dii~ 
patch’d  them  to  their  veflfe),  after  making 
him  and  his  companions  an  handfome  pre- 
fent  in  recompence  of  their  late  misfortune, 
and  their  having  been  fo  "inftrumental  in 
having  the  lives  of  him  and  his  fair  fellow- 
traveller.  Several  days,  after  this,  pals’d 
away  in  the  utmoft  felicity,  and  their  illuf- 
trious  hod  and  his  lady,  were  fo  charm’d 
with  them,  that  they  entertain’d  a  finccre 
friendfhip  for  them,  w hi  1ft  the  filter  was 
all  rapture  when  ever  (he  faw  Ranger  -,  nor 
could  mifs  Molly  ftifle  her  concern  to  him, 
at  her  apprehenfions  of  fo  potent  a  rival  •, 
which  Davy  only  fmii’d  at,  and  told  her, 
the  young  lady’s  particular  notice  of  him, 
could  flow  only  from  that  joy  a  per- 
fon  feels  in  fociety,  who  has  liv’d  for 
fome  time  remote  from  it,  and  again  and 
again  vow’d  to  her  that  his  love  fhould  be 
ever  inviolate.  The  gentlemen  hunted 
frequently,  and  took  (hare  of  all  the  rural 
fports  that  the  feafon  would  afford,  and  as 
often  made  excurfions  into  the  adjacent 
parts,  and  this  noble  hoft  took  a  pride  in 
fhewing  his  guefts  to  all  his  friends  of  the 
vicinity,  who  join’d  in  admiring  their  per¬ 
fections.  Thus  a  month  paft  fwiftly  away, 
and  they  fcarce  knew  how  to  bid  adieu  to 
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^uch  a  delicious  and  enchanting  intercourfe  ; 
duiing  which  mifs  Leonora  had  given  evi¬ 
dent  tokens,  to  Ranger ,  by  her  looks,  and 
n 0 w  then  an  expreffion,  of  her  having 

entertain  d  a  very  fof t  pafilon  in  his  favour, 
and,  as  (lie  verily  believ’d  McCarthy  to  be 
liis  filter,  had  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  make 
her  the  confidante  of  her  fentiments  in  re¬ 
gard  to  him  ;  putting  that  lovely  maid 
into  the  utmoft  terror  artd  apprehenfion  of 
the  confequences  ,  tho’,  without  flattering 
tier  (elf,  fhe  knew  fhe  was  much  fuperior, 
both  in  the  charms  of  mind  and  perfon. 
She  feem’d,  however,  to  participate  in  her 
diftrefs,  without  giving  her  any  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  even  went  fo  far  as  to  tell  her, 
that,  to  her  knowledge,  her  brother  was 
engag’d  to  a  lady  in  Ireland ,  who,  fhe  was 
very  certain,  engrofs’d  all  the  affedion  of 
his  foul.  This  advice  {truck  Leonora  to 
the  heart  •,  but,  like  the  generality  of  her 
fiex,  ike,  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  her- 
feif,  to  be  difeourag’d  at  the  thoughts  of 
a  rival ;  and  befides,  her  noble  family  and 
fortune  which  was  many  thoufands,  fhe 
did  not  doubt  would  plead  forceably  in  her 
favour.  Encourag’d  by  fuch  hopes,  at 
length  the  flame  became  too  potent  to  be 
refilled,  and  produc’d  a  billet,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms,  which  was  left,  pinn’d  to 

the 
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the  curtain  of  Ranger’s  bed,  one  night, 
juft  before  he  went  to  his  chamber. 

Sir, 

I  have  reafon  to  charge  you  with  infen- 
fibiJity,  in  not  having  taken  notice,  what 
an  imprefTion  you  have  made  upon  my 
heart,  which  my  eyes  have  more  than  once 
betray’d  the  fecret  of.  I  muft  perforce 
tell  you,  that  I  never  before  beheld  a 
gentleman  that  I  could  love;  but  that  you 
have  made  an  abfoiute  conqueft  of  my 
foul,  and  reign  in  my  fond  bofom  with 
defpotic  fway.  I  flatter  myfelf  that  neither 
my  family  or  fortune  are  contemptible, 
and  wifh  my  perfon,  which  is  entirely  in 
my  own  difpofal,  may  not  be  difpleafing 
to  you.  If  it  is  nor,  all  in  my  poffeffion 
is  referv’d,  charming  man,  for  you.  Let 
me  fee  you  at  fix,  tomorrow  morning,  in 
the  grove,  at  the  back  of  the  terras,  and 
may  you  come  prepar’d  to  eafe  the  pangs, 
of, — I  wifh  to  fay, 

Your  LEONORA . 

DAVY  read  this  billet,  without  any 
great  furprize  *,  ’twas  indeed  what  he  ex¬ 
pected,  nor  was  he  fo  much  out  of  conceit 
with  himfclf,  as  not  to  indulge  feme 
youthful  vanity  upon  this  conqueft  •  tho> 
with  a  firm  resolution,  at  the  lame  time, 
not  to  be  tempted  from  his  engagements 

to 
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to  his  fair  fellow-traveller,  who  had  al¬ 
ready  exprefs’d  her  fears  on  that  head  ”, 
and  therefore  he  determined,  in  the  po- 
liteft  manner,  however,  to  let  her  know 
the  impofiibility  of  his  compliance  with 
her  defires,  and  went  to  bed  quite  fatisfy’d 
in  the  refolutions  he  had  form’d.  He  was 
punctual  to  his  appointment  •,  but  inftead 
of  meeting  the  lady,  was  foftly  accoffed 
by  her  maid,  who  told  him,  upon  fecond 
thoughts,  her  miftrefs  beg’d  the  favour 
to  fee  him  in  her  chamber,  as  a  place  more 
fecret,  to  which  fhe  conduced  him  by  a 
private  way,  up  a  flight  of  back-flairs, 
and  where  he  found  Leonora ,  in  a  night- 
drefs,  of  the  moft  tempting  kind,  fet  off 
with  laces,  and  every  thing  that  could  catch 
the  eyes  of  an  amourous  youth  :  Add  to 
this  that  the  whole  furniture  of  the  room  was 
truly  magnificent,  and  that  fhe  had  artful¬ 
ly  contriv’d  to  difpiay  the  whiteneis  of  her 
fkin,  and  the  delicate  turn  of  her  limbs 
and  fhape,  by  a  fludied  negligence  and  in¬ 
attention.  In  fli or t,  Venus  herfelf  could  not, 
with  greater  wilinefs,  have  prefented  herfelf 
to  the  infenfible  Adonis .  She  was  fitting  upon 
a  rich  fettee,  and  the  fervant  having  with¬ 
drawn,  and  fattened  the  door,  Davy  went 
towards  her  with  an  air  of  profoundeft 
refpeft ,  tho’  with  fome  kind  of  emotion, 

as 
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as  his  fpirits  were  quite  fir’d  at  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  To  tempting  an  objed,  which 
for  once,  put  his  McCarthy  entirely  out  of 
his  mind.  Madam,  he  faid,  as  he  ap¬ 
proach’d  her,  you  have  done  me  great 
honour  by  your  condefcenfion  in  my  fa¬ 
vour,  and  I  have  all  the  fenfe  that  can 
actuate  a  grateful  breaft,  of  your  goodnefs. 
— Sir,  you  fee, — (he  return’d,  that  a  cer¬ 
tain  pafiion  can  carry  us  any  lengths,  o- 
therwife  I  had  not  been  the  firft  to  make 
the  declaration  I  have  done,  and  here  the 
biufhes  mounted  into  her  cheeks  ;  but  may 
I  hope,  Sir,  that  the  pain  I  give  myfelf 
in  doing  this  will  be  rewarded  by  your 
fenfibility  of  it  ?  I  have  fortune  fufficient 
to  make  us  both  happy,  and  am  entirely 
my  own  miftrefs.  At  this  conclufion  fhe 
laid  her  pretty  hand,  as  it  were  undefign- 
edly  upon  his,  and  drew  him  to  fit  befide 
her,  whilft  his  blood  began  to  be  all  in  a 
ferment,  and  to  put  him  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  from  his  guard,  which  was  not  un¬ 
noticed  by  his  temptrefs,  who  thence  be¬ 
gan  to  conceive  thoughts  of  fucceeding  in 
her  defign’d  fcheme  of  happinefs.  How¬ 
ever,  tho’  his  fiefh  was  weak,  his  mind  (till 
retain’d  its  ufual  firmnefs,  and  he  anfwer’d. 
My  dear  lady,  I  am  very  unhappy,  in 
not  being  able  to  make  you  a  proper  re¬ 
turn. 
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turn,  to  a  propofai  that  does  rue  fo  much 
honour  ;  but  I  am  already  engag’d,  by  the 
molt  facred  oaths  and  promiles,  to  a  lady 
who  is  highly  deferving  of  my  tendered  at¬ 
tachment  :  How  then,  madam,  can  I  par¬ 
ticipate  of  your  favour,  without  forfeiting 
that  faith,  that  truth,  without  which  I  flhould 
not  be  worthy  your  regard?  This  anfwer 
quite  dunn’d  the  beauteous  Leonora^  and  de¬ 
prived  her,  for  fome  moments, of  the  power 
of  making  a  reply  ;  tho’  meantime  fine  gaz’d 
upon  him  with  eyes,  in  which  defire  and 
eager  fondncfs  were  very  emphatically 
painted,  and  her  diforder  having  occafion- 
ed  her  to  turn  round,  half  the  fwelling, 
panting  beauties  of  her  lilly  bofom  were 
expos’d  to  view,  and  one  of  the  fined, 
tapered  legs  in  the  world,  hung  dangling 
without  its  veil,  at  the  lame  time  that  her 
ivory  hand  was  again  gently  let  fall  upon 
Davy’s.  The  youth,  as  far  as  reafon  could 
guard  him,  in  this  extremity,  was  guard¬ 
ed;  but  fuch  blandifliments,  fuch  beauties, 
fuchan  opportunity,  would  have  melted  even 
the  rugged  Charles  of  Sweden .  In  fhort, 
to  compleat  her  conqued,  fhe  drop’d  the 
pearly  tear,  and  funk  into  his  arms,  dif- 
folv’cl  in  an  agony  of  love,  mingled  with 
defpair,  and  prefs’d  her  cheeks  clofe  to  his. 

Bv 
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By  this  time,  I  fuppofe,  my  readers  are 
prepar’d  for  a  very  lufcious  defcriptive 
fcene  j  they  already,  infancy,  behold  the 
adorable  Leonora  expiring  with  tranfport 
in  the  embraces  of  her  captivating  Davy. 
The  coquetifh  beauty  will  perhaps  carry 
the  volume  into- her  clofet,  to  enjoy  the  tale 
with  more  zeft,  and  my  prudilh  readers  will 
turn  up  their  eyes,  and  openly  exclaim  againft 
the  licentioufnels  of  their  author  ;  who  could 
thus  wickedly  contrive,  to  call  up  in  them 
fuch  a  hurry  of  fpirits,  and  fuch  a  flutter  of 
ideas.  The  grave  divine  will,  from  this 
paflage,  condemn  all  fuch  deftrudtive  books, 
proteft  that  they  do  great  harm  to  the 
youth  of  both  fexes,  and — perhaps,  aft  upon 
his  wife  what  I  am  going  to  tell r  for  well 
old  John  Dryden  once  faid. 


If  love  he  folly ,  the  fever e  divine , 

Has  felt  that  folly ,  too  he  cenfures  rnine  , 
Pollutes  the  pleafures  of  a  chqjle  embrace.  ~) 
/151s  what  I  write,  and  propagates  ingrace ,  C 
With  riotous  excefs,  a  pricjlly  race.  A 

But  my  dear  gentle  readers,  of  both  fexes, 
and  of  all  tempers  and  principles — 1  fhaH 
difappoint  you — ’Tis  true,  nature  was  too 
frail  in  the  lady  and  gentleman  to  reflft 
fuch  powerful  incentives.  In  foort,  amidit 
all  the  convulfive  ftarts  of  paffionate,  fond 

defire. 
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defire,  he  at  length  bore  her  to  the  bed 
and  there  •, — but,  to  the  great  mortifica¬ 
tion  of  the  libertine,  I  fhall  draw  the  cur¬ 
tains  round  them,  and  leave  the  iflue  to  the 
imagination. 

It  may  here  be  lamented,  by  the  read¬ 
ers  of  the  foregoing  (beets,  that  Ranger 
thus  forfeited  that  virtue,  that  chaftity,  for 
which  he  had  been  remarkable,  and  that 
he  fhould  depart  from  his  fidelity  to 

Car  thy  •,  but  fo  it  was,  and  I  mult  tell 
the  truth,  or  impofe  fidlitious  memoirs  up¬ 
on  the  public  •,  and  cor.fidering  his  youth, 
his  amourous  complexion,  and  the  tempta¬ 
tion  laid  in  his  way,  1  believe  he  will 
(land  excus’d  even  with  the  graved  mortal, 
that  ever  prided  himfelf  in  refilling  the 
powerful  incitements  of  flefh  and  blood: 
And  with  regard  to  his  fidelity,  he  might 
extremely  well  anfwer,  as  Tom  Jones  to  mil's 
Wejlern ,  that  the  heart  has  very  little  to  do 
in  cal'ual  amours.  As  to  the  hon.  mils 
Leonora ,  fire  knew  Hie  was  private,  knew 
that  her  quality  and  fortune  let  her  above 
fcandal,  and  was  refolv’d,  at  any  rate,  like 
a  woman  of  true  fpirit,  to  gratify  the 
longing  of  her  foul  ;  tho\  at  the  fame 
time,  Hie  was  heartily  piqu’d  at  Davy’s 
late  refufal  of  her  hand,  which  had  conlider- 

ablv  abated  the  haughtinefs  of  her  temper. 
1  —Well, 
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-—Well,  we’ll  fuppofe,  now,  it  may  be 
time  to  undraw  the  curtain,  and  difcover 
Davy ,  like  the  /wain  in  duke  Montagu’.?  pic¬ 
ture  of  After,  very  well  pleas’d,  and  yet 
very  filly,  whilft  madam  endeavours  once 
more  to  draw  him  back  to  thofe  arms,  in 
which  he  had  revelled  ;  but  the  fire  that 
had  actuated  him  is  now  extinCt,  and,  all 
languid  and  full  of  inward  reflections  on 
his  want  of  fortitude,  he  regain’d  the  fet- 
tee,  where  Leonora  foon  join’d  him,  and 
began,  once  again  to  endeavour  to  bring 
him  to  her  Jure,  pleading  the  late  inftance 
of  her  being  overcome,  with  trickling 
tears,  as  a  motive  to  awake  his  gratitude. 
Davy  had  too  much  tendernels  and  gene- 
rofity  in  his  nature,  to  anfwer  her,  but  in 
the  fmootheft  and  kindeft  (train,  and, 
without  driving  her  to  defpair,  faid  enough 
to  convince  her,  that  he  could  not  be  her’s 
any  otherwife  than  he  had  already  been, 
and  expefs’d  his  high  fenfe  of  the  tranfport- 
ing  honour  fhe  had  conferr’d  upon  him, 
and  they  parted,  after  mutual  embraces  •, 
Davy  being  again  conducted  to  the  terras 
by  his  former  guide,  who  had  waited  in 
an  antichamber  for  that  purpofe,  from 
whence  he  retir’d  to  his  own  chamber,  full 
of  reflection,  and  with  fomewhat  lefs  in¬ 
nocence  than  he  had,  two  hours  before, 

carry ’d 
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carry  d  out  with  him.  His  temper  was  fo 
ingenuous,  that  he  could  fcarce  look,  at 
break  fad,  upon  the  faces  of  his  enter¬ 
tainers,  and  his  McCarthy,  without  pain  ; 
Leonora  carry’d  it  off  lwimmingly,  and 
could  difficultly  refrain  publick  triumph  over 
the  virtue  fhe  had  fubdued,  and  gave  him 
many  hints  before  they  parted,  that  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  delights  would  not  be 
di (agreeable  to  her,  which  determined 
Davy  to  get  away  as  foon  as  poffible  •,  for 
he  could  not  help  thinking,  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  violating  the  rites  of  hofpi- 
tahty  and  friendfhip,  and  look’d  upon  this 
itep  as  a  breach  of  honour,  towards  his 
dear  McCarthy ,  who,  if  fhe  had  difgufted 
him  at  fi r ft,  with  her  readinefs  to  adven¬ 
ture  with  him,  had  by  her  condudt  fince, 
convinc’d  him,  that  her  mind  was  of  a  far 
fuperior  turn,  than  that  of  the  wanton  and 
indifcreet  Leonora .  When  they  fignifi- 
ed  their  intention  of  departing,  my  lord 
and  his  worthy  ipoufe  exprefs’d,  very 
mournfully,  the  borrow  their  abfence  would 
occafion  them,  and  making  them  promife 
to  take  the  fame  route  in  their  return,  pro¬ 
vided  horfes,  and  order’d  a  fervant  to  at¬ 
tend  them  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  way; 
nay,  as  far  as  Brijlol ,  if  they  thought  fit  to 
have  his  affiftance  fo  far. 
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LEO  NO  RA,  laid  hold  of  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  take  a  private  adieu  of  the  idol  of 
her  tondnefs,  in  which  he  faid  nothing  to 
encreafe  her  chagrin  ;  but -parted  with  her, 
with  an  affedtionate  politenefs  and  refpedt. 


CHAP.  VII. 

|  X 

They  arrive  at  Carmarthen. — Are  overtaken.-, 
and  by  whom . — Davy’j  intrepid  behaviour 
and  cwqueft. — Returns  to  lord  Bertram^. 

* — His  difcourfe  with  that  nobleman . — His 
reflexions  andfoliloquy. — 'A  word  or  two  ex¬ 
plaining  the  caufe  of  his  late  lofs . — De¬ 
termines  to  return  to  Ireland. — Writes  to 
M‘Kenfie  about  his  baggage . —  Departs 
for  St.  David’j. — Meets  with  a  paffage . — 
Arrives  fafe  at  Kinfale.  —  Letter  from 
McKenfie. — His  integrity.  —  Davy  ar¬ 
rives  at  Gowran. —  Vifits  Sir  Juftus 
McCarthy. 

THEY  had  many  pleafing  days  of 
journeying,  till  they  arriv’d  at  Car- 
- mar  then ,  thro’  which  town,  one  of  the 
politeft  in  Wales ,  they  took  their  route,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  advice  of  his  lordfhip  ;  for 

tho* 
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tho  not  the  nearefl,  it  was  the  heft  road 
they  could  take,  and  abounded  with  gentle- 
nien’s  ieats,  to  whom  his  lordfnip  had 
given  them  letters  of  recommendation, 
and  at  which  they  were  entertain’d  with  a 
generofity  and  magnificence,  that  difplay’d 
the  regard  paid  to  thole  letters,  and  the 
nne  nuen  and  dcpoitmcnt  of  the  tvvo  tra¬ 
vellers,  which  made  a  proper  and  advan¬ 
tageous  impreffion  on  all  that  beheld  them, 
in  their  favour. 

i  hey  here  repair’d  to  the  beft  inn,  and 
having  flipp’d,  retir’d  to  their  repofe, 
from  which  they  arofe,  the  next  morning, 
refrefh’d  after  their  fatigues,  and  were  fit¬ 
ting  at  breakfafl,  talking  of  their  late  ad¬ 
ventures,  and  full  of  delight  and  com¬ 
placency  in  each  other  *,  when  fuddenly, 
xhe  door  was  burft  open,  and  four  men,  in 
travelling  drefTes,  enter’d  the  room,  with¬ 
out  the  Jeaft  ceremony,  and  one  of  them 
thus  addrefs’d  them.  Well,  at  laft  we 
have  found  our  game — Mifs,  I  have  orders 
from  Sir  J  lift  us ,  your  father,  to  put  an  end 
to  your  rambles  with  this  gentleman,  and 
return  you  home,  where  your  flight  has 
made  no  little  uproar.  If,  Sir,  you  make 
no  refi fiance  to  our  orders,  you  may  re¬ 
main  lafe  and  at  liberty  ;  but  if  you  refill 
them,  you  may  expert  the  confequences. 

We 
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We  know  your  name  and  family,  and 
where  to  apply  for  red  refs,  if  you  have 
deluded  this  young  lady  to  her  hurt  •,  and 
fo,  madam,  prepare  yourfelf  to  depart  im¬ 
mediately,  either  by  fair  means  or  foul.  At 
this  formidable  appearance,  and  bold  fpeech, 
pronounc’d  with  a  refolute  voice,  poor 
mils  trembled  every  joint,  and  was  unable 
to  move,  looking  with  pitiful  and  beleech- 
ing  eyes  upon  her  Davy ,  who  was  little 
leis  furpriz’d,  tho’  he  did  not  fo  vifibly 
betray  it,  and  in  a  moment  refolv’d,  tho5 
iingle  and  alone,  to  repel  force  by  force, 
and  defend  his  prize,  rather  than  tamely 
fubmit  to  be  robb’d  of  it,  by  he  knew 
not  who.  Hereupon,  he  return’d  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anfwer.  I  hope  gentlemen,  you 
will  not  defire  me  to  credit  your  verbal 
afTertions,  with  regard  to  this  lady,  who 
has  given  me  the  claim  of  a  hufband  in 
her  •,  let  me  fee  your  credentials,  and  if 
fire  knows  and  allows  you  are  lent  by  her 
father,  I’ll  return  to  him  with  her,  and  juf* 
tify  what  we  have  already  done,  and  what 
we  further  intended  •,  otherwife  ('riling  with 
an  action  of  amazing  intrepidity,  and  en¬ 
deavouring  to  feize  his  piilols)  1  will  de¬ 
fend  her,  at  the  rifque  of  my  life,  and  no 
conftderation  of  danger  fhall  induce  me  to 
refign  her  to  lawlefs  force,  and,  perhaps, 

ufurped 
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ufurped  and  forged  authority.  But  they 
were;  too  quick  for  him,  and  had  already 
lecui  d  his  p  i  Ido  Is,  and  two  of  them  adn 
vane  d  to  endeavour  to  keep  him  from 
attacking  the  other  two,  who,  notwith¬ 
standing  mils  s  cries  and  tears,  which 
fli  ucK  to  the  heart  of  her  Ranger^  bore  her 
off,  put  her  into  a  coach,  and  drove  away, 
'Jehu,  like,  out  of  the  town.  tFhis  edg'd 
the  fury  of  her  hero  to  fuch  a  degree,  that, 
getting  himfelf  at  liberty,  he  fnatch’d  up 
the  poker,  with  which  he  dealt  about  fo 
manfully,  that,  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes,  his 
two  opponents  were  bleeding  upon  the 
floor,  and  entirely  at  his  mercy.  He  then, 
finding  upon  enquiry,  that  his  lady  was 
quite  gone,  thought  fit  to  return,  and 
queftion  his  vanquish'd  enemies  as  to  the 
route  they  had  carry 'd  her-,  but  how  mor- 
tify’d  lie  was,  when  he  was  inform’d,  and 
it  w’as  alfo  corroborated  by  the  hoft,  that 
the  two  fellows  he  fought  with,  had  been 
lur’d  at  Carmarthen  by  the  other  two,  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  recovering  a  young  lady 
who  had  elop’d  from  her  parents,  and  nei¬ 
ther  knew  who  their  employers  w'ere,  nor 
where  they  had  convey’d  her.  Poor  Ranger 
was  ready  to  fiicrifice  them  in  the  firft 
emotions  of  his  fury,  and,  all  wild  and 
diffracted,  paid  his  reckoning  and  fallied 

our. 
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out,  with  his  attendant,  determin’d  to  re¬ 
cover  his  fair  at  the  hazard  of  his  life  ;  for 
which  purpofe  he  rode  with  great  celerity 
into  all  the  avenues  of  the  town  ;  but 
could  get  neither  tale  nor  tidings  of  thofe 
he  fought,  the  tears  even  trickling  from 
his  eyes  with  madnefs  and  difappointment. 
In  fhort,  he  once  more  return’d  to  the  inn, 
and  puzzled  himfelf  for  a  long  time,  to 
account  for  thefe  purfuers  knowing  where 
to  find  them  •,  for  the  hoft  had  inform’d  him, 
that  they  enquir’d  for  him  and  the  young 
lady,  with  an  affurance  that  betokened  a 
certain  knowledge  of  their  being  at  his 
houfe.  He  was  perfectly  jaded  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  unriddle  fo  myfterious  an  affair, 
and  came  to  a  fudden  refolution  to  return 
to  lord  Bertram’s,  from  thence  to  Ireland, 
and,  in  perfon,  to  demand  her  of  her  hi¬ 
ther;  for  indeed  (lie  had  fo  gain’d  upon 
him,  by  the  fweetnefs  and  miidnefs  of  her 
behaviour,  that  he  could  not,  now,  think 
of  living  without  her.  Late,  as  it  now 
was,  he  refolv’d  to  fet  our,  and  mounting 
their  horfes,  they  took  the  readied  road 
to  Pembroke ,  and  kept  upon  their  faddles 
all  night,  ior  their  fpeedier  expedition  ; 
fo  that,  by  noon,  the  next  day,  he  was 
within  fight  of  that  kind  nobleman’s,  who, 
receiv’d  him  as  an  unexpected  but  wel¬ 
come 


216  T}je  Juvenile  Adventures 

come  gueft;  tho’  he  was  amazed  at  his 
leturn,  and  immediately  enquir'd,  earneft- 
ly,  where  his  lifter  was,  conceiving,  by 
the  moill  ning  eyes  of  Ranger ,  that  home 
dire  misfortune  had  happen’d  to  her.  As 
the  ^  ladies  were  not  prefent,  he  ingenuoufly 
beg’d  his  pardon  for  having  been  guilty  of 
any  concealment  to  fo  kind  a  friend,  and 
then  frankly  told  him  his  whole  adventure, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  beg’d 
his  advice  how  to  act  in  it  ior  the  future. 
The  worthy  nobleman,  with  an  aftion  of 
pity  at  his  diftrefs,  gave  him  his  hand, 
and  told  him,  that  two  men  had  called  there 
juft  two  days  before,  who  had  enquir’d 
after  him  by  name,  laying,  they  had  ur¬ 
gent  bufinefs  with  him  from  Ireland ,  and 
that  thereupon,  not  lufpeding  any  danger 
to  them,  he  had  inform’d  them  of  his 
route,  and  told  them  they  might  pollibly 
overtake  him  by  the  time  he  reach’d  Car¬ 
marthen.  But,  Sir,  he  continued,  had  I 
fufpedted  what  has  happened,  I  would  have 
oppos’d  them  with  all  my  intereft  and 
power;  for  as  your  fortune  is  confiderable, 
and  your  family  a  good  one,  as  you  fcem 
to  have  adted  upon  the  principles  of 
honour  and  good  fenfe,  and  defign  no¬ 
thing  butthe  future  happinefs  of  the  young 
lady,  1  think  your  caufe  is  worthy  the 

patro- 
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patronage  of  every  worthy  man.  For  my 
part;  I  have  fuffer’d  myfeif  too  much, 
from  the  harfli  feverity  and  unreafonable 
refentment  of  a  parent,  to  abet  the  fame 
in  any  other.  If  you  will  repofe  yourfelf 
here,  for  two  or  three  days,  i’ll  difpatch 
melfengers  to  all  the  circumjacent  ports, 
where  perhaps  we  may  procure  tidings,  at 
leaft  of  her  departure  for  Ireland ,  which 
when  you  are  fure  of,  I  would  advife  you 
to  follow  her  and  openly,  to  her  father, 
avow  your  pafiion,  and  get  your  own  to 
fecond  it.  If  then  he  fhould  continue  re¬ 
fractory  ,  and  you  cannot  be  eafy  without 
freeing  her  from  her  bondage  and  pofeflln^ 
her,  never  ftand  for  the  fordid  riches  (he  may 
expeft  from  her  father ;  but,  as  you  have 
a  fufficiency  of  your  own,  make  your- 
felves  happy,  and  leave  the  iffue  with  him  to 
time  ;  perhaps  ficknefs,  or  the  approach  of 
deatn,  as  is  -often  the  -  cafe,  may  work  rt 
change  in  his  fentiments.  Sometime  or 
other  I’ll  make  you  acquainted  with  my 
ftory,  when  you’ll  find  you  are  not  the  fir/t 
man,  who  has  had  fuch  odd  and  lingular 
tempers  to  deal  with,  and  that  perseve¬ 
rance  will,  in  all  likelihood,  bring  your  loves 
to  an  happy  iffue.  Here  the  affable  Bertram 
concluded,  and  his  advice  feem’d  f0  very 
reasonable,  that  Davy ,  immediately  after 
VoL''-  L  ho 
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he  had  return’d  him  his  grateful  thanks, 
contented  to  aft  as  directed,  and,  in  two 
clays  time,  had  notice  that  fuch  a  lady  and 
two  men,  who  anfwer’d  the  defcription  of 
her  purfuers,  had  embark’d  at  Tenby ,  on 
board  a  fmall  lathing  bark  for  Kinfale ,  and 
were  fail’d,  with  a  fair  wind,  towards  the 
Irijh  coatf.  This  news,  as  now  he  con- 
jeftur’d  fine  was  in  no  bad  or  defigning 
hands,  revived  the  fpirits  of  Davy,  and  he 
was  able  to  join,  with  lefs  force  upon  him- 
felf,  in  the  difcourfe  of  his  noble  com¬ 
panions,  who  were  very  afliduous  to  oblige 
him,  and  the  fair  Leonora ,  who  look’d  up¬ 
on  his  return  as  a  fingular  bleffing,  us’d 
all  her  arcs  to  bring  him  into  her  toils  •,  for 
her  lifter  and  fhe,  at  his  defire  to  his  lord- 
fhip,  were  not  acquainted  with  the  reafon 
of  his  return  •,  but  her  lure  was,  now, 
even  lefs  regarded  than  before  j  for  the 
privation  of  his  adorable  Molly,  had  ren¬ 
dered  her  ftill  more  dear  to  him,  and  he 
incefiantly  figh’d  after  her,  whilft  he  did 
all  he  could  to  avoid  being  left  alone  with 
Leonora,  left  he  fhould  again  relapfe  into 
his  former  weaknefs.  He  began,  now, 
ferioufly  to  refieft  upon  himfelf,  for  follow¬ 
ing  fuch  a  wandering  and  unfettled  life, 
and  when  he  examined  matters  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  could  find  no  other  excufe  for  it, 

than 
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than  the  firft  misfortunes  of  his  life,  which 
had  unhinged  and  unfettled  his  mind,  and 
his  fondnefs  for  playing,  which,  however, 
as  he  at  prefent  did  not  think  of  making  it 
the  abfolute  bufinefs  of  his  life,  he  thought 
it  fome  difgrace  to  continue  longer  : 
What  am  I  doing,  he  cry’d  to  himfelf,  I 
am  wafting  thole  precious  moments  that 
will  never  more  return  —  moments,  that 
fhould  be  employ’d  in  much  more  ufeful 
ftudies  and  occupations.  Let  me  learn  to 
bear  misfortunes  like  a  man,  to  exile 
from  my  bofom  all  that  reigns  there  in 
reafon  s  delpight  ;  let  me  learn  and  prac¬ 
tice  lorne  falutary  art,  whereby  the  fortune 
God  has  blefs’d  me  with,  and  myfelf,  may 
be  lendered  more  extenfively  ferviceable  to 
my  fellow  creatures. — No  more  fhall  my 
bofom  exult  in  the  tragic  bufkin  ;  no  more 
inall  the  plaudit  of  the  crowded  theatre 
raiie  enthufiaftic  raptures  in  my  foul — and, 
let  me  endeavour  to  rejoin  and  'poflefs 
my  lovely  Molly,  whofe  foft  and  gentle 
charms,  will  brighten  all  the  hours  of  my 
palling  life,  1 

Thus  fighing,  panting ,  raging  to  be  blejl ; 

Fly,  like  a  mourning  turtle,  to  her  breaft  ; 

On  that  dear  bofom  hov’ring ,  bill  and  play , 

Confefs  the  caufe  of  ling’ ring  thus  away  ; 

k  2  Own 
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Own  ’  twas  a  crime,  and  Jwear  to  give  it  o'er. 

And  never  follow  wand9 ring  fancies  more ! 

Thus  our  hero  brought  his  doughty  re¬ 
flexions  to  a  conclufion,  little  imagining 
what  party-colour’d  fluff  the  human  heart 
is  compos’d  of ;  how  various  our  frailties, 
how  vain  and  unfteady  our  refolutions, 
how  many  things ,  as  the  proverb  fays,  hap¬ 
pen  between  the  cup  and  the  lip.  Our  Ranger , 
in  fa6f,  tho’  in  appearance  he  was,  yet  in 
reality  was  not  more  fettled  in  thefe  re- 

J 

folves,  than  in  any  he  had  heretofore  made 
of  the  fame  nature  ^  and  was  as  uncertain 
which  ccurfe  to  fleer  in  life,  as  he  was  of 
the  caufe  of  his  being  now  at  lord  Ber¬ 
tram's,  which,  after  the  clofeft  refearch  he 
could  not  fathom  *,  and,  tho’  he  check’d 
the  thought,  fometimes  fear’d  his  friend 
M'-Kenfte  had  given  intelligence  of  him 
and  his  McCarthy  *,  but  the  cafe  was  quite 
otherwife  j  for  Mizzen ,  the  boifterous, 
blufl’ring  Mizzen ,  had  been  the  ultimate 
-occafion  of  the  whole  difcovery  :  To  wit , 
They  had  not  been  fo  unnotic’d  in  their 
meeting,  in  order  to  their  embarkation  ; 
but  that  they  were  obferv’d  by  certain 
people,  who  love  to  attend  to  the  bufinefs 
of  their  neighbours  rather  then  their  own, 
.who,  upon  enquiry  if  fuch  perfons  had  ' 

been 
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been  feen,  (for  poor  mifs  had  been  adver¬ 
tis’d  in  Faulkner’s  journal,  with  a  reward 
for  fear  of  her  having  met  with  fome 
finifter  accident,  by  her  forrowful  aunt,, 
whofe  exuberant  devotion  had  afforded  her 
the  opportunity  of  making  an  efcape,) 
made  a  report,  that  they  had  embark’d  on 
board  fuch  a  veffel,  which  was  then  fail’d. 
Then  it  was  that  the  devotee  began  to 
look  about  for  her  boxes,  clothes,  £s?c. 
but  finding  none,  was  wonderfully  thunder- 
flruck,  and  would  have  remain’d  a  figure 
of  wonder,  if  her  officious  maid  had  not 
betray’d  the  fecret  of  their  having  been 
fent,  at  feveral  different  times,  to  Mr. 
Ranger's,  direfted  to  Mr.  Davy.  This 
made  the  old  woman  almoft  crazy,  as  fhte 
now  found  there  was  a  man  at  the  bottom, 
and  flie  apply’d  to  Mr.  Ranger  for  fatis- 
fadtion  as  to  his  nephew’s  deflination, 
who  was  a  much  furpriz’d  as  herfelf  at 
what  fhe  told  him  ;  frankly  inform’d  her 
he  was  gone  to  Brijtol ,  and  bid  her  not 
make  herfelf  uneafy — he  was  lure  his 
nephew  was  a  gentleman,  and  a  man  of 
honour,  and  if  he  marry’d  her  neice,  he 
had  a  fortune  that  was  equal  to  any  thing 
flie  had,  or  her  father  could  beftow  on  her. 
However,  he  agreed  that  a  pair  of  mef- 
fengers  fhould  be  fent  to  reclaim  the  lady, 

L  3  upon 
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uj.o.i  promife  that,  on  no  consideration, 

‘  avy  hoi![d  de  >11  uled.  Before  thefe 
melTengers  fet  out,  Mizzen  return’d  from 
Brthol,  and  being  interrogated,  let  the  aunt 
and  uncle  know,  that  his  mate  had  left 
tne  young  gentleman  and  lady  at  lord  Ber- 
tram' s,  near  Pembroke ,  where  he  heard  they 
propos  d  to  flay  a  month,  before  they  pur- 
iued  their  journey  to  Bnjlol.  Upon  thefe 
ridings  they  embark’d,  and  came  to  that 
noblemans,  by  the  time  our  adventurers 
jiad  got  to  Carmarthen ,  and  what  pals’d 
th.ere,  my  readers  are  no  Grangers  to.  And 
tnus  it  was  that  our  amorous  pair  were 
depriv’d  of  each  other’s  fociety.  But 
.)Ovv  to  refume  the  thread  of  my  narration. 

Being  determin’d  to  follow  his  MlCar- 
tcy  to  Ireland ,  he  fir  ft  fat  down  and  wrote 
a  very  friendly  and  affedfionate  letter  to 
M-Kenfie,  informing  him  of  all  that  had 
happened  to  him  ftnee  his  landing;  the 
lofs  of  his  fair  partner,  and  his  refolve 
to  follow  her:  At  the  fame  time  expref- 
fing  his  concern  that  he  was  depriv'd  of 
his  valuable  company,  and  that  he  had 
been  the  means  of  his  quitting  Ireland ; 
and  prom  is  d  him,  whatever  difadvantage 
it  prov’d  to  him,  he  would  pay  it  him  out 
ol  his  private  purfe.  He  befought  him 
allb  to  lend  all  his,  and  mils  McCarthy’s 

'  bag- 
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baggage,  per  nrft  Ship  that  Sail  d,  directed 
to  his  uncle  at  Dublin  and  concluded  with 
the  warmeft  profeffions  of  love  and  efteem, 
and  vvifhes  for  their  fpeeddy  aga,n 

each  other.  This  difpatch’d,  he  lent  and 
hir’d  a  fifhing-boat  at  St.  David  s,  am.  once 
more  took  leave  of  his  noble  friends  •,  nor 
now  could  refufe  an  interview  witn  the  lm. 
lovefick  Leonora ,  whom  all  his  cruelty,  ami 
'  neolett,  could  not  cure  of  her  hapie.s 
paffion,  and  which  the  former  indulgence 
had  only  ferv’d  to  raifc  to  a  higher  pitcn. 
She  wept,  fne  hung  upon  Ins  neck  ;  nor 
could  his  natural  fenfibility  be  untouc..  0 
at  fuch  inftances  as  She  gave  of  her  regaru 
to  him:  In  Short,  if  not  from  love,  front 
very  gratitude,  he  repeated  thole  proofs  of 
his  pity  over  again,  and  tho’  he  could  not 
promife  to  be  her’s  any  farther,  he  pro¬ 
mis’d  ever  to  hold  her  in  tender  lemem- 

brar.ce.  ,  ,  ,  >  r  ,  , 

In  about  a  week  his  little4  Skiff  fafely 

landed  him  at  Kin/ale,  and  fo  expeditious 

his  friend  had  been,  and  fo  fortunate  the 

conveyance  of  his  letter,  that  the  morning 

after  his  arrival  brought  him  an  anfwer 

from  MbKenfie ,  in  which  he  inform’d  him, 

that  he  had  fent  all  his  and  mifs’s  boxes  to 

his  uncle’s  as  directed,  by  a  veffel  that 

fail’d  the  day  he  wrote  the  letter  *,  that  he 

L  4  had 
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containing  ™,e S.1™'  from 

fince  their  fir  ft  "  S  ,n  arrearto  him, 
not  be  eafv  fm  ■  ^hich  he  could 

of  the  letter  i  *  hfJ„rem,tted-  The  reft 
ucne  Jetfer  was  as  follows, 

As  to  me,  my  dear  friend,  your  ab- 

JowCaHdkeS  T  f1Ck  °f  the  trade  1  fol- 

ow  and  even  fick  of  myfelf  •  and,  but 
that1  cannot  fubfift  without  doing  fome 

what,  I  would  retire  from  the  world,  2% 

«,  fend  bC  blefs’d  Wlth  Your  p  c- 

..  S  rJ:  3nd>  ,ndeed’  >tis  chieAy  the  hope 
.  ,  lnS  y011  again,  happy  in  the  ami¬ 
able  mifs  McCarthy,  that  Supports  my 

twns Sofnr f makTCS  mC  fit  f°r  the  func* 

trirh  [  n  J  may  ^  with  great 
truth,  as  ZhW  to  Jonathan,  that  my 

ovt  to  you,  furpafes  the  love  of  women. 

you  talk,  In  an  unfriendly  manner,  when 

you  fay,  you  will  recompence  me  for 
anything  I  may  have  fuffered  by  going 
o  England-,  for,  as  on  one  hand  i  could 
never  think  of  burdening  y0ur  gene- 
rofity,  by  a  pecuniary  amends ;  fo,  1  am 
certa.n  you  can  beftow  nothing  upon 
nic  chat  ,s  adequate  the  lofs  P“ 

r  ear,  improving  and  pleafing  fociety. 

<c  However,  1  believe,  I  /hall  not  foffer 

<t  mucll  In  my  bufinefs,  and  if  I  fuffer’d 
.  ever  fo  much,  I  would  even  leave  it 

“  diredlly 
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u  direCtly  'and  join  you,  in  Ireland ,  could 
u  I  be  of  the  lead  fervice  to  you,  or  your 
6C  interefts  *,  for  I  fincerely  regret  all  your 
“  difquiets,  and  fhould  be  glad  to  be  al- 
u  ways  a  participator  of  your  joys.  Adieu, 
u  my  dear  friend, — iofing  you,  I  am  once 
“  more  a  (haggling  wanderer,  and  an  alien 
44  in  the  earth,  and  may  conclude  with 
<c*  Milton ,  with  the  variation  of  a  few  words, 

"The  world  is  all  before  me ,  where  to  choofc , 

My  place  of  reft ,  and  Providence  my  guide  ! 

u  May  the  laft,  be  as  really  the  cafe,  as 
M  that  I  am, 

.  My  excellent  friend, 
your’s,  moft  fincerely 
and  affectionately, 

Briftol ,  &c».  M‘Kenfie9. 

RANGER  received  thefe  teftimonies 
of  the  friend fh ip  and  efteem  of  MlKenfie , 
with  a  great  deal  of  fatisfaCtion,  nor  fail’d 
to  return  him  a  proper  anfwer.  He  was 
now  in  fome  quandary,  how  he  fbould  di¬ 
rect  his  fearch  after  his  fair,  whether  to 
her  aunt  s  at  Dublin^  or  to  her  father’s  near- 
Gowran ;  and  had  determined  upon  die 
firft  meafure,  as  the  moft  probable  means- 
of  finding  her  *  when  going,  in  the  morn- 

L  5  ing; 
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Jng  of  the  next  day,  to  mount  horfe  for 
uii  expedition,  he  (aw  a  man  run  pre¬ 
cipitately  into  the  kitchen  of  the  inn, 
(n  which  he  feem  d  to  want  concealment 
from  him,  having  then  juft  alighted,  whole 
face  had  been  well  remembered  by  him; 
for  it  was,  indeed,  the  fpokefman  at  Car¬ 
marthen ,  who  had  fo  refolutely  demanded 

as  refolutely  carried 
her  off.  Immediately  Davy  drew  a  piftol 
from  his  holders,  and,  running  fwiftly  af¬ 
ter  him,  took  him  by  the  collar,  faying. 
Now  mifereant,  prepare  to  receive  the 
reward  due  to  thy  infolence  ;  or  let  me 
know,  the  whole  frory  of  your  concern 
with  mifs  McCarthy,  and  where  you  have 
carry’d  that  lovely  maid  ?  The  fellow, 
tho5  not  a  coward,  nor  a  fool,  was  fome- 
what  flartled,  and  reply’d,  Sir,  don’t  be 
rafh  ;  if  you’ll  adjourn  to  a  proper  place, 
as  my  commiflion  is  long  fince  expir’d,  I’ll 
fairly  tell  you  all  I  know.  So  calm  and 
cogent  an  anfwer,  had  a  proper  effed  on 
Ranger,  and,  letting  him  go,  he  follow’d  him 
into  an  inner  room,  where  he  frankly  told 
him  the  whole  of  the  diicovery  of  them,  as 
already  related  ;  adding,  that  as  he  knew 
Wales ,  he  had  carried  her,  thro’  fuch  bye 
roads,  to  Tenby,  where  he  had  a  veffel  ready 
to  receive  her-,  that  he  was  certain  it  would 

elude 
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elude  the  quickeft  purfuit,  as  it  according” 
Jy  did  ;  and,  when  at  "Dublin ,  had  further 
orders  to  condudt  her  to  her  father’s  where* 
fhe  then  was.  He  then  added,  that  the 
lady  had  been  caft  down  and  difconfoIate 
during  the  whole  journey  and  voyage,  fre¬ 
quently  lamenting  herfelf,  with  tears  ;  but 
affur’d  him,  that  he  had,  as  well  as  his 
companion,  us’d  her  in  the  mod  refpecltul 
manner  :  That  Hie  was  receiv’d  by  her 
aunt  with  great  joy,  to  all  appearance  ;_but 
that  her  father,  being  a  hunting  when  he 
left  her  there,  he  could  give  no  account  of 
the  manner  of  her  treatment.  >He  con¬ 
cluded,  very  fenfibly,  by  wifhing  Ranger 
might  have  the  pofeffion  of  her,  and  beg¬ 
ging  his  pardon  for  the  fhare  he  had  in  the 
tranfa&ion,  which  he  faid,  his  obligations  to 
the  family,  and  his  engagement  oblig’d 
him  to  be  faithful  in.  Ranger ,  now  cer¬ 
tain  where  his  Molly  was,  chear’d  up  on 
this  intelligence,  gave  the  man  a  crown 
for  his  advice,  and  good  ufage  of  his  pri- 
foner,  mounted  his  horfc,  and  was  loon 
out  of  fight  of  Kinfale .  He  was  fo  im¬ 
patient  that  he  rode  all  the  enfuing  night, 
fo  that  he  entered  Gowran  the  next  day, 
at  eight  in  the  morning,  having  had  a 
frefh  horfe  the  evening  before;  and  having: 
laid  down,  and  taken  about  two  hours  re- 
1  frefh  men  r* 
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frelhment,  he  fhifted  his  linen,  and,  fet 
out  on  foot  for  Sir  JuJlus’ s  feat,  which  was 
about  half  a  nule  from  the  town,  feated 
*o  a  ploafant  valley,  and  foon  arriv’d  in 
light  of  the  walls,  within  which,  he  Op¬ 
pos’d,  the  lady  he  ador’d  was  captive. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


Queftion'd  at  the  gate. —  Introduced  to  the 
houfe. — Walks  in  the  gardens. — Arrival  of 
Sir  Juftus,  and  his  company — Accojled  by 
Davy.  —  His  anfwer  and  behaviour. — 
Davy  difciplind,  and  turn'd  out  of  the  houfe. 


WHEN  he  came  to  the  gate,  he 
knock’d,  by  which  our  readers 
may  conjecture  there  was  no  bell,  and  fent 
his  eyes  willfully  about  the  unwieldy  build- 
hug,  thinking  they  might  perchance  be 
directed,  among  other  objects,  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  apartment  where  his  beauty  was  in- 
ihrin’d,  and  the  fight  even  of  the  ftone  or 
brick,  that  encas’d  her,  could  not  fail  of 
giving  rapture  to  a  true  lover,  at  leaft  fo, 
the  deleCtable  Legend  of  Partbeniffa  has 
given  us  to  fuppofe.  He  had  not  waited 
Jong,  before  a  rude,  unmannerly  hind, 
follow’d,  by  a  whole  pack  of  howling  curs, 

peep’d 
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peep’d  thro’  the  wicket,  with  an  enquiry. 
Who  was  there  ?  Davy  afk’d,  it  Sir  Julius 
was  at  home  ?  and  being  anfwer’d  in  the 
negative,  and  that  he  would  fcarce  be 
home  under  an  hour,  for  his  morning  hunt 
would  hardly  be  over  before ;  he  laid, 
he  would  come  in  and  ttay  till  his  arrival, 
which,  after  a  confiderable  number  of 
hums  and  ha’s,  was  at  length  granted,  and 
he  was  conduced  into  a  parlour,  which 
was  decorated  with  all  the  fpoils  of  the 
chace,  and  every  implement  of  the  game, 
and  was  afk’d  by  his  conduftor,  if  he  chofe 
to  regale  himfelf  with  a  pipe,  and  a  cup 
of  ale,  till  the  arrival  of  Sir  Juftus.  This 
piece  of  civility,  which  it  feems  was  the 
cuftom  of  the  houle,  dedicated  lolely  to 
Bacchus ,  and  Ceres ,  which  had  boaft- 
ed  of  more  roaring,  guttling,  and  uproar, 
fince  in  the  hands  of  the  prefent  pofef- 
for,  than  any  other  of  the  courfing  tribe  in 
the  kingdom,  was  declin’d  by  Ranger , 
who  rather  chofe  to  walk  in  the  gardens, 
which  were  not  fmall  or  unple&fant,  and  in 
which  he  wander’d  from  alley  to  alley, 
and  from  walk  to  walk,  ’till  he  was  almoft 
tired,  fending  his  view  up  to  every  win¬ 
dow,  if  haply  he  could  efpy  the  objedl  of 
his  defires  ;  but  to  no  purpole,  for  poor 
mifs  Molly ,  and  her  fitter,  had  been,  feve- 
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ral  days  before,  fent  to  a  great  diftance, 
to,  the  keeping  of  a  furly  old  uncle,' 

,ho  h.ad’  pofbble,  more  of  the  brute 
about  him,  than  their  father;  there  to  be 
cur  d  entirely  of  her  fit  of  rambling.  At 
ength  he  heard  a  confus'd  medley  of 
iounds,  proceeding  from  the  unlick’d 
baronet,  and  his  companions,  the  huntf- 
nren  and  the  hounds,  who  were,  by  that 
he  perceiv’d,  return’d  in  triumph  from 
the  chace,  and  prefently,  after  a  me  (face 
was  brought  him,  that  Sir  Juftus  attended 
his  bufineis.  Davy  made  his  entrance  into 
the  panotir,  in  his  riding  drefs,  which  was 
a  very  gay  and  genteel  one,  and  com-- 
manded  the  attention  of  the  company 
who  arofe,  in  their  way,  to  falute  him! 
it  confilted  of  the  baronet,  a  perfeft  Ac- 

teony  l£Ju,re  McDonald. ,  and  ’fquire  Bourk, 
neighbouring  men  of  fortune,  all  of  the 
lame  difpofition,  each  having  3  dog  fitting 
between  his  knees.  D— n  me,  fays  the 
baronet,  this  fhould  be  one  of  us,  by  his 
drefs — If  you  had  come  a  little  fooner,  Sir, 
we  fhould  have  Jed  you  fuch  a  chace  as 
would  have  done  your  heart  good — I  be¬ 
lieve  it  was  near  ten  miles,  before  we 
could  kill  the  poor  b — h, —  l  never  had 
better  fport  in  my  life— Hoic,  my  boy  ! 
Hoic  Ringwood!—  to  him  Teazcrl — Jouler !~ 

Jouler ! 
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'fouler! — touch  him  and  try  him  there! — 
Hoic,  hoic,  hoic! — At  this  conclufion  his 
companions,  and  all  the  (Togs  in  pretence, 
join’d  in  the  unharmonious  founds,  and 
j Ranger ,  was  quite  ftunn’d  before  he  could 
put  in  a  word.  When  the  noife  was  ceas’d, 
during  which  he  had  been  oblig’d  to  iwal- 
low  a  large  bumper  of  brandy,  of  which  no 
denial  could  be  admitted,  he  addrefs’d  him- 
felf  to  Sir  fujius,  and  told  him,  he  beg  d 
to  fpeak  with  him  in  private,  about  a  lit¬ 
tle  bufinefs,  that  concern’d  him  nearly. — 
D — n  bufinefs,  Sir,  fpeak  above  board — I 
have  no  fecrets,  the  baronet  reply’d, — 
none  but  what  my  honeft  friends  here, 
may  know  as  well  as  myfelf, — what  have 
you  found  out  a  dead  fet? — d — n  me,  that’s 
all  the  bunfiefs  I  mind — efpecially  now  I 
have  {hipp’d  off  thofe  two  little  trouble- 

fome  b - hes  my  daughters.  —  Ha  ! 

McDonald — ha!  Bourk , — what  fay  you? 
D — n  it,  noneat  all,  his  two  compeers  re¬ 
ply’d — let  bufinefs  go  to  the  devil — fpeak 
out.  Sir,  all  our  concerns  are  open  to -each 
other.  Davy ,  tho’  a  little  chagrin’d  at  his 
treatment,  refum’d  himfelf  at  once,  and,  fit¬ 
ting  down  in  their  familiar  way,  thus  ad¬ 
drefs’d  Sir  JuJlus.  Sir,  I  fhall  freely  then 
tell  you,  what  I  am  come  upon. — ’You 
have  a  daughter,  mils  Molly,  to  whom  I 

would 
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would  gladly  pay  my  addrelTes  ;  the  has 
_  aptivated  my  heart,  and  I  find  I  (hall  not 

wtppLTl  ‘ her-  'Tis  thmem- *> 

JujrUs,  that  1  wait  upon  you,  to  afk  your 
conient  to  my  vifits,  and,  if  the  your  a- 

!rdy  attends.t0  m>'  fuit,  to  the  completion 

ly  s"  'if  Pf'nrefl-b!'  ™™g,  M,P fami- 
-*y>  Oir,  is  ot  fufhcient  repute,  and  mv  for. 

tune  confiderable  enough,  to  warrant  what 

have  undertaken,  and  therefore,  1  pre- 

fume  you  will  have  no  material  objection 

to  what  I  have  propos’d.  The  baronet 

durmg  tins  fpeech,  ey’d  him  from  head  to 

foot,  with  lome  refpeefi-,  and  at  the  fame 

nme  with  a  kind  of  apprehenfive  fneeT 

and  when  he  had  concluded,  , Mead  of  a- 

direft  anfwer  to  him  holla’d  out,— G— d 

a  n  me,  what  bus’nels  had  the  b _ h 

my  wife  to  bring  forth  daughters— they’re’ 

more  plague  to  a  man,  than  an  hundred 

iTe  r;rrTou  this « your  gi.i- 

iat  (hall  I  fay,  to  this  young  man — will 
you  part  with  her  ?_As  to  my  part  I  (hall 
be^giad  when  I  have  coupled  her,  for  by 

c  ’  iave  ^ia(*  p?aguc  enough  with  her 
—rot  her  for  me.  But  now  I  think  of  it, 
oir,  where  did  you  ever  fee  this  lame 
c  a  Lighter,  or  devil  of  mine?  And,  pray 

wlurs  your  name,  and  where  is  your  fa- 
nuly  feaccd  ?  por  tho’  i  don’t  care  a  fbuce 

what 
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what  becomes  of  the  girl,  if  I  can  be  rid 
of  her,  yet  I  would  not  marry  her  beneath 

myfelf. — No — no —  G — d5s  w - ds,  lets 

keep  up  the  blood  however.  Thefe  quef- 
tions  put  Davy  a  little  to  a  (land,  for  he 
knew,  if  he  told  him  his  name,  he  mud  have 
heard  of  it,  in  the  (lory  of  his  daughter’s 
late  elopement.  However,  he  was  refolv’d 
to  be  open  and  above  board,  let  what 
would  be  the  confequence,  and  therefore 
reply’d,  by  anfwering  the  queftions  diffe¬ 
rently  from  their  being  dated.  That  he  had 
feen  her  at  Dublin ,  at  her  aunt’s ;  that  his 
family  was  feated  in  the  county  of  Lime¬ 
rick  y  that  he  inherited  the  eftate  of  his 
grandfather,  Sir  Patrick  Dillon ,  bart.  and 
that  his  name  was — Ranger . 

He  had  no  fooner  mentioned  the  name, 
than  the  eyes  of  Sir  Juftus  fiafh’d  indigna¬ 
tion — Ranger!  ha!  he  cry’d  out  furioufly. 

Ranger !  Now  d - n  me,  if  this  is  n’t 

fuperlative  impudence.- —  Why,  you  drol¬ 
ling,  vagabond  rafcal,  what  could  fo  puff 
up  thy  vanity,  as  to  think  of  a  union  with 
fuch  a  worfhipful  family  as  mine  ? — Now, 
all  the  devils  in  hell  fhali  not  fave  you 
from  being  properly  difciplin’d,  before 
you  quit  thefe  territories  —  Ranger ;  ha! 
Here’s  a  dog  for  you,  gentlemen  ;  this  is 
the  fellow,  that  had  the  impudence  to  run 

away 
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away  with  the  girl,  and  now  he’s  come  to 
demand  matrimony  with  her. — Hoilo  there, 
■  /  alrick !  Charles  !  Robin !  bring  your 

whips,  for  by  G — d  we’ll  have  as  fine  a 
floggipg  bout  as  ever  was  feen  in  the 
world.  This  fentence  was  applauded  by 
the  loud  laughs  or  McDonald  and  Bourk , 
anG  rough  knight,  advancing  to  Ran- 
Rtr,  endeavour’d  to  feize  him  by  the  col¬ 
lar,  which,  with  ftruggling,  he  for  a 
moment  avoided,  and  had  time  to  fay, 
with  great  precipitation,  Gentlemen,  con- 
fider  what  you  are  going  to  do,  if  there  is 
Jaw  or  juftice  you’ll  fuffer  feverely  for  it ; 
and  remember,  I  am  able  to  call  you  to  a 
proper  account,  in  perfon,  for  your  mifbe- 
haviour.  Don’t  be  deceiv’d,  feeing  the 
fervants  begin  to  furround  him,  I  am  no 
vagabond,  as  this  unworthy  man  has  in- 
fmuated,  but  a  gentleman,  and  a  man  of 
fortune  fufficient  to  juftify  his  pretenfions, 
to  the  lady  he  came  in  fearch  of.  Poor 
Ranger  !  as  well  he  might  have  whittled 
the  boitterous  winds  to  deep,  in  a  ftorm, 
as  think  of  making  the  leaf!:  impreffion 
upon  thefe  unfeeling  brutes.  What  ftrength 
could  atcheive,  was  done,  and  the  baronet 
and  his  gang  receiv’d  many  a  grievous  cuff 
and  blow,  from  their  adverfary,  who 
fought  with  amazing  courage,  before  he 

could  - 
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could  be  over-power’d  *,  but,  at  length, 
numbers  gain’d  the  field,  and,  feizing  hirn  . 
on  all  Tides,  they  forc’d  him  out  into  the 
court-yard,  and,  furrounding  him,  began 
to  lafh  about  them  without  mercy,  whilft 
Ranger ,  perceiving,  now,  all  refiftance  vain, 
tho’  inly  raging  and  fuming  with  wrathful 
ire,  fubmitted  to  what  he  could  not  with- 
fiand,  only  taking  care,  to  guard  his  face  and 
eyes,  from  the  circling  ftrokes,  which  gave 
him  confiderable  pain  and  anguifh.  At 
length,  the  baronet,  tir’d  himfelf,  began  to 
think  he  had  had  enough,  and  commanded 

a  cefiation  of  the  fport,  crying,  D - n  me, 

let’s  leave  off,  the  dog  don’t  fpin  well — 
he  makes  no  mufick — come.  Sir,  now  you 
may  decamp,  but  if  ever  1  fee  you  poach¬ 
ing  after  my  wenches  again — I’ll  cut  your 
cars  off.  Ranger  mov’d,  with  a  fteady 
pace  towards  the  gate,  and  when  he  had 
got  on  the  other  fide,  turn’d  back,  fierce¬ 
ly,  and  return’d — I  Thai  1  foon  let  you 
know.  Sirs,  that  your  lawlefs  behaviour 
will  meet  with  its  punifhment ;  nor  will  l 
part  from  that  town,  pointing  to  Gowran , 
till  I  have  done  myfelf  juftice  upon  fuch 
mifcreants,  with  two  of  whom,  even  wea- 
poned,  I  fhould  have  been  fure  of  the  ad¬ 
vantage.  So,  gentlemen,  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  the  next  merry  meeting  fhall  be 
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my  faking.  This  fpeech  fomewhat 
f  1  concerted  them  ;  for  already,  they  be¬ 
gan  to  think  they  had  gone  too  far,'  and, 
without  further  molefiation,  he  continued 
nis  way  to  town,  and  return’d  to  his  inn, 
where  he  examin’d  his  arms,  back  and 
egs  ;  but  found  they  were  not  fo  badly 
canned  as  to  need  any  chirurgical  treat¬ 
ment,  which  gave  him  a  good  deal  of  corn- 
tort.  He  next  debated,  whether  he  fhould 
commence  a  fuit  againft  thefe  iavages,  at 
common  law  ;  but  confidering  his  damage 
was  not  very  great,  that  he  had  no  wit- 
nefies,  and  that  he  might  be  fure  they 
would  fwear  black  was  white,  in  their  de¬ 
fence,  befides  the  noile  it  would  make  in 
the  country,  he  prudently  declin’d  that 
method  of  proceeding,  and,  by  the  time  he 
went  to  bed,  for  repofe  and  nit  was  be¬ 
come  very  needful,  had  determin’d  to  put 
the  whole  iffue,  upon  his  own  fingle  arm, 
for  fatisfadion. 
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C  HAP.'  IX. 

Recovers  from  his  puni foment. — His  reflexions 
thereon. — Contrives  to  get  an  interview 
with  Bourk  and  McDonald. — Thoroughly 
revenges  himfelf. — Gets  tidings  of  his  fair 
one —His  letter  to  Sir  Juft  us. — Departs 
for  Kilkenny. —  Arrives  there. —  Shock'd 
at  an  article  of  intelligence. — Finds  it  too 
true . — Interview  between  Ranger,  and  lady 
O’Hara. — A  tender  fcene. — Davy’r  defpair . 
— He  quits  Kilkenny. — Determines  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Cork. — Arrives  there. — His  re¬ 
ception. — Settles  with  a  wine  merchant. — 
Recovers  his  nfual  ferenity. — Receives  a 
letter  from  capt.  IVkKenfie. — Grows  tir'd 
of  buflnefs. — Misfortune  in  his  family . — 
His  generoflty. 

IN  two  or  three  days,  the  foreneis  occa- 
fion’d  by  his/  late  exercife  went  off,  and 
he  became  as  able. and  aftive  as  ever  •,  but 
his  mind  was  untun’d  for  any  enjoyment, 
by  refledting  with  too  great  intenfenefs,  up¬ 
on  the  natural  malevolence,  and  villainy  of 
the  human  fpecies,  that  can  carry  them, 
fuch  unwarrantable  lengths,  againft  each 
other,  and  make  the  miferies  of  theirfellovv 
creatures  a  fport.  Again  he  dwelt,  with 

unbated 
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unbated  fondnefs,  upon  the  idea  of  the  love¬ 
ly  daughter  of  the  rough  baronet,  recall’d 
ail  her  amiable  tendernefs  towards  him 
to  mind,  painted  to  his  imagination  all  the 
hard mips  fhe  mud  have  undergone,  from 
uch  a  father,  and  all  that  fhe  was  perhaps 
now  enduring,  in  a  very  affeding  Jjghf  • 
and  even  felt  for  her,  with  an  encreas’d 
fondnefs,  at  the  reflection.  Such  is  the 
confhtution  of  a  truly  generous  and  noble 
mind,  that  companion  and  pity  will  ftill 
more  firmly  rivet  the  chains  of  love.  He, 
from  this  confideration,  rov’d  upon  the 
means  of  revenging  his  late  infult,  and 
gueffing,  juiily,  from  the  poet’s  reflection, 

Cc  j;ards,  are  cruel  %  but  the  brave , 

Love  mercy ,  and  delight  to  fave, 

T.  ne  complexion  of  his  antagoniffs  hearts,  he 
gave  orders  to  the  landlord,  who  by  the  bye 
was  become  very  much  his  humble  fer- 
vant,  to  put  his  horfe  into  a  private  liable 
and  to  give  out  that  he  had  left  the  town! 
wed  knowing,  that  as  long  as  they  fur- 
miz’d  he  was  there,  they  would  never 
dare  to  come  near  it;  and  this  the  hoft  con¬ 
firm’d,  or  whom  Davy  had  made  a  confl¬ 
uent,  anti  perluaded  into  being  his  private 
agent,  to  bring  about  his  revenge.  They 
conti  iv  d,  for  that  purpofe,  that  my  hold 

Ihould 
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fhould  give  notice  to  Bourk  and  M'Donald^ 
that  he  had  an  horfe  to  difpofe  of,  that 
was  an  excellent  hunter  and  a  good  bar¬ 
gain,  as  they  had  lately  apply’d  to  him,  to 
buy  them  two  or  three,  and  that  when 
they  came,  they  fhould  be  fhewn  Ranger's 
horfe,  and,  to  make  the  agreement  for  him, 
be  conduced  into  the  room  where  he  was, 
where,  under  pretence  of  illnels,  he  fliould 
be  fo  muffled  up  in  his  great  coat,  as  not 
to  have  his  face,  for  fometime,  diftinguifh- 
ed  ;  and  the  reft  was  left  to  him.  All  this 
the  landlord  might  do,  without  any  after- 
fufpicion  of  his  being  concerned,  as  he 
could  not  be  fuppofed  to  know  any  thing 
of  the  late  ufage  of  his  gueft,  and  would 
only  appear  to  be  the  innocent  dupe  ot  his 
defigns.  However,  for  he  had  for  fome 
former  ill  ufuage  of  his  own,  a  great 
fpleen  againft  the  two  culprits,  he  provid¬ 
ed,  unknown  to  his  gueft,  a  ftout  fellow  to 
be  within  call,  for  fear  he  fhould  not  be 
able,  alone,  to  deal  with  them  both. 

The  plot  took,  as  well  as  it  was  expedt- 
ed  to  do,  and  they  came  over,  in  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  day  they  receiv’d'  my  land¬ 
lord’s  notice,  the  belief  of  Davy's  being 
gone,  which  they  had  been  appriz’d  of, 
chafing  away  all  fear.  In  fhort,  the  horfe, 
for  he  was  luckily  of  that  breed,  pleas’d 

them 
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thcni  highly  \  and  now  they  had  entered 
toe  room,  and  had  demanded,  of  the 
feemingiy  fick  jockey,  the  price  of  him, 
when,  fuddenly  darting  up,  lie  ran  to  the 
door  and  lock’d  it,  to  the  amazement  and 
ten 01  or  his  two  chapmen,  befide  whom 
he  again  lat  down,  making  a  formidable 
appearance,  with  two  pidols  duck  in  -his 
belt,  a  1  word  by  his  dde,  and  a  whip  and 
cane  on  the  table  before  him.  They  foon 
dilcover’d  what  company  they  had  <*ot 
into,  and,  looking  flieepilhly  at  each°o- 
ther,  for  fome  minutes,  gave  Ranger  an 
opportunity  thus  to  addrefs  them.  Trem¬ 
ble,  ye  poltroons,  that  at  length  I  have  got 
you  in  my  power — you  attack’d  me  with 
numbers  and  unarm’d — I  have  now  the  fupe- 
riority  of  being  well  arm’d,  wldld  you  are 
naked — and  do  you  think  I  ought  not  this 
indant  (here  he  drew  a  pidol,)  to  lay  you 
dead  at  my  feet  ?  Sure  you  cannot  hedtate 
in  acknowledging  the  judice  of  your  fen- 
tence  ?  With  pallid  cheeks,  and  haggard 
eyes,  they  each  of  them  attempted  to  open 
his  mouth  ;  but,  thrice  the  lips  were 
parted,  in  eday  to  fpeak,  and  as  often  could 
convey  no  utterance  ;  whild  the  little  hero 
dood,  enjoying  their  terror,  and  pointing 
the  leaden  death  at  their  heads.  Come, 
gentlemen,  fays  he,  you  are  men  of  fo 

much 
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much  mettle,  I  perceive,  that  you  are  in 
fome  private  conteft,  which  foall  firft  at¬ 
tack  me  ;  come  let  us  end  the  difpute  ; 
tho’  I  fee  you  are  not  fo  well  (kill’d  in  the 
,  life  of  thefe  weapons,  as  in  the  more  fafe 
exercife  of  the  horfewhip.  Here,  one  of 
you  take  this  piftol,  laying  it  on  the  table 
we’ll  meafure  the  diftance  of  the  room’ 
or  only  the  table,  if  you  like  it  better’ 
level,  and  fire:  Such  bold  and  intrepid 
heroes,  who,  in  conjundtion  with  four  or 
five  more,  had  the  hardinefs  to  fall  upon 
a  perfon  of  my  gigantic  ftature,  may  per¬ 
haps  not  think  me  too  formidable ;  but 
come,  Sirs,  refolve  foon,  or  I’ll  difcharee 
a  brace  of  balls  thro’  each  of  your  heads 
m  memorandum  of  the  difcipline,  you  fo’ 
lately  favour’d  me  with.  No  words  can 
defcribe-  the  extreme  fear  that  feiz’d  the 
two  cowards;  their  fituation  was  fo  very 
lamentable,  that  Ranger  could  fiercely  fo  . 
bear  difordering  the  gravity  of  his  mufcles 
with  a  laugh,  and  yet  could  hardly  pro¬ 
voke  an  anfwer  -,  but  at  length  Bourk,  in  a 
tremulous  tone  of  voice,  reply’d  Sir  I 
hope  you’ll  excufe  us  the  fhare  we  had 
with  the  old  icoundrel  McCarthy,  in'  dif- 
obliging  you  ;  we  now  believe  you  to  be 
a  gentleman  ;  but  he  fo  impos’d  upon  our 
underftan  dings,  as  to  perfuade  us,  you  was 
V°u  I.  M  the 
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the  author  of  fome  injuries  to  him,  and  fo 
drew  us  into  his  revenge  ;  but  we  are  con¬ 
vinc’d  we  are  in  an  error,  and  heartily  alk 
your  pardon.  Anfwer  me  one  queftion. 
Sir,  fays  Ranger,  and  that  upon  your  hon¬ 
our  ;  for  I  perceive  you  know  where  fhe 
is  conveyed.  Where  is  mil's  Molly,  at  this 
time  ?  Upon  my  honour,  Sir,  return’d 
Bourk,  fhe  is  with  her  uncle  M'-Dantel,  a 
gentleman  at  Kilkenny.  Again,  fays  Da¬ 
vy,  fwear  upon  your  honour  that  you  will 
drop  all  pretenfions  to  her.  Upon  my 
honour — by  the  G — d  that  made  me.  I’ll 
never  again  think  of  her — no.  Sir,  you 
deferve  her  better  than  any  man  on  earth. 
Very  well,  continues  Davy,  you  are  witnefs 
of  this  Mr.  Donald?  I  am,  Sir,  replies 
the  other  culprit.  And  now,  gentlemen, 
1  (hall  ufe  you  as  you  deferve,  in  the  fight 
of  the  people  of  the  houfe,  that  you  may 
give  out  no  falfe  reports,  after  I  am  gone  ; 
fo  faying  he  unlock’d  the  door,  and  call’d 
fhe  "landlord,  who  came  with  the  man  he 
Pad  hir’d,  thinking  Davy  called  for  af- 
fiftance-,  but  he  was  loon  undeceived,  when 
he  told  him,  t’no’  a  ftranger,  he  wanted  him 
to  be  witnefs  10  a  ceremony  thole  gentle¬ 
men  have  engag’d  to  go  through  ;  upon 
which,  pulling  McDonald  out  of  his  chair, 
he  bid  him  kneel  down,  and  then  order’d 

Bourk 


of  DAVID  RANGER.  z43 

Bourk  to  attend  him  in  the  fame  pofture, 
and  jointly  all;  his  pardon,  for  having  ill 
us  d  him  at  the  houfe  of,  and  in  conjuncti¬ 
on  with,  Sir  Juftus  McCarthy.  This  they 
both  did,  and  then  Ranker  gentlv  tweak’d 
each  by  the  nofe,  and  kicked  them  out  of 
the  room,  all  which  they  fullered  with  the 
greateft  paftlver.efs,  and  mounted  their 
horfes,  hanging  down  their  heads,  to  the 
no  fmall  diverfion  of  the  landlord  and  all 
that  faw  it,  who  lifted  up  their  hands,  in 
idmirat.on  of  fuch  bafenefs  and  meannefs 

)i  lpirit,  and  applauded  our  hero  with  in- 
:eflant  praifes. 


This  ample  recompence  for  his  injur’d 
lonour,  gave  him  fome  eafe  under  his 
niihaps,  and  he  rewarded  the  hoft  very 
landfomely,  for  his  affiftance,  which  had 
>een  fo  very  ufeful  to  him.  And  now 
lependmg  upon  the  intelligence  received 
»f  his  fair  one  as  the  hoft  had  confirm’d 
hat  Sir  Juftus  had  really  a  brother-in-law 
t  Kilkenny ,  nam  d  M‘ Daniel,  he  refoiv’d 
o  journey  thither,  in  order  to  free  k-r 
torn  her  captivity  ;  but  before  he  fet  out 
s  he  had,  in  vain,  endeavour’d  to  en- 
ounter  with  the  baronet,  he  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  write  him  the  following  letter.  1 


M  2 


Sir- 

\ 


I 


Ill 
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Sir  JuJius , 


Prefume,  before  now,  your  daftardl 
companions,  in  the  afiault  upon  me,  ui 
der  your  roof,  in  your  own  houfe,  whic 
ought  to  have  been  the  protection  of  yot 
gueft,  have  inform’d  you,  that  I  ha\ 
done  myfelf  exemplary  juftice  upon  then 
and  convinc’d  them  I  am  not  to  be  injur 
with  impunity.  In  the  firft  burft  of  m 
anger  and  jult  refentment,  had  I  had  tl 
good  fortune,  alio,  to  meet  with  you, 
would  have  exaCted  the  very  fame  retribi 
tion  ;  which  I  rather  chofe,  than  a  (low  pn 
cefs  at  law,  which  art  or  villainy  migl 
overthrow.  But — reft,  Sir,  you  are  tl 
father  of  a  young  lady  I  (ball  ever  eftee 
and  love-, — on  that  account  I  purfue  my  n 
fent merit  no  further.  However,  let  n 
my  moderation  hurry  you  into  future  ii 
ormities  o(  the  lame  nature  t  you  may  n 
always  cfcape  fo  mildly.  Ream,  S 
to  be  a  better  man,  than  you  have  ev 
been  •,  learn  humanity  and  good  fenfe,  ar 
be  no  more  the  tyrant  of  your  childre 
whom  you  never  yet  deferv’d  to  be  pofefs 
0f_  '  Adieu,  Sir  JuJius. 

7 

David  Range 
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This  perform’d,  and  -  fent  by  a  trufty 
mefifenger,.  who  told  him.  Sir  Juflus  turn¬ 
ed  pale,  at  the  reading  of  it,  he  bid  adieu 
to  Gowran ,  and  took  the  ready  road  to 
Kilkenny ,  meafuring  the  diftance  in  much 
lefs  time  than  an  ordinary  traveller  could 
have  done,  who  was  not  fpur’d  on  by  fuch 
fears  or  fuch  hopes  and  expedtations.  By  the 
kindnefs  of  his  hoft  at  Gowran ,  he  had  got 
a  recommendation  to  a  gentleman  at  Kil¬ 
kenny ,  who  had  a  publick  office  under  the 
government  there,  and  who  receiv’d  him 
into  his  houfe,  with  the  greateft  politenefs. 
As  foon  as  he  had  clean’d  himfelf,  he  be¬ 
gan  to  enquire  the  news  of  the  town,  and 
other  matters,  in  order  to  come  at  fome  in¬ 
telligence  of  what  he  fought,  and,  by 
chance,  as  it  were,  mentioning  Ml  Daniel^ 
the  gentleman  told  him,  there  had  been 
great  doings  at  his  houfe  ;  for  that  two  of 
his  neices,  the  daughters  of  Sir  Juft  us 
McCarthy  of  Gowran ,  having  been  fome- 
time  with  him,  he  had  compel’d  them,  as 
was  fuppos’d,  to  marry  ;  one  to  his  fon, 
a  young  merchant,  who  had  juft  vifited 
him  from  Belfaft ,  and  the  other  to  Sir 
Charles  O'Hara ,  a  man  of  fortune  in  the 
neighbourhood,  but  confiderably  older 
than  herfelf.  Davy  turn’d  pale  at  fuch 
unexpected  tidings,  and  was  near  falling 
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from  his  fear,  which  diforder,  howevei 
he  excus  d  to  tne  gentleman,  as  fome  fad 
den  indifpofition,  which  was  the  readie 
believ’d,  as  the  fweat  run  from  his  face  i 
big  drops,  his  agony  was  fo  extreme,  am 
he  was  obliged  to  withdraw  to  his  cham 
her,  where  he  flung  himfelf  on  the  bed 
and  a  flood  of  tears  gave  fome  relief  to  hi 
aching  breait.  However,  in  about  ai 
hour  he  conftrain’d  himfelf  to  return  n 
his  company,  and  afterwards,  walk’d  thro 
the  town  with  h;s  kind  companion,  whi 
.fhew’d  him  the  houfes  of  MDaniel  am 
O'Hara,  tho’  he  could  perceive  at  neithe 
of  the  windows,  the  idol  of  his  foul  •,  who 
as  is  very  natural,  was  flili  dearer  to  him 
fince  he  had  heard  this  fatal  news. 

When  he  came  home,  he  had  conceiv¬ 
ed  fo  good  an  opinion  of  his  ne\v  friend 
and  which  indeed  he  deferv’d,  that  hi 
made  him  his  confident  in  the  fecret  o 
his  journey,  and  befought  him  to  procun 
him  fome  trufly  perfon,  who  could  conve' 
a  letter  to  the  lady,  he  had  inform’d  hin 
was  married  to  Sir  Charles  QTlaray  if  ln< 
was  really  the  elded  of  the  daughters  0 
Sir  Jvfius  •,  for  he  ow’d  his  mind  the  fatis 
faction  of  ieeing  her  once  more,  before  hi 
parted  from  her  for  ever.  The  gentlemai 
compaflionating  him,  told  him,  if  h< 
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would  give  the  letter  to  him,  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  Sir  Charles ,  he  would  un¬ 
dertake  to  deliver  it  himfelf,  and,  as  Hie 
could  come  to  his  houfe  without  fufpicion, 
on  a  vifit  to- his  wife,  and  as  he  knew  he 
had  none  but  honourable  intentions,  he 
might,  if  he  pleas’d,  appoint  that  for  a 
place  of  meeting  therein;  for  added  he, 

I  have  conceiv’d.  Sir,  fuch  an  efteem  for 
you,  that  I  would  go  any  lengths  to  ferve 
you,  that  reafon  and  honour  would  ap- 
prove.  Ranger  thank’d  him  very  grate¬ 
fully,  and  deliver’d  him  the  letter,  about 
an  hour  afterwards,  and  his  friend,  dreffing 
himfelf,  went  away  dire6tly  to  pay  his  vifit 
to  Sir  Charles .  ’Twas  near  three  hours 
before  he  return’d,  and  then  retiring  into 
a  private  room,  he  gave  Davy  the  follow¬ 
ing  account.  That,  after  paying  his  com¬ 
plements  to  the  new  married  pair,  Sir 
Charles  being  call’d  out  on  fome  bufinefs, 
he  had  the  opportunity  of  being,  near  an 
hour,  alone  with  his  lady,  who  wore  the 
marks  of  extreme  forrow  in  her  counte¬ 
nance,  and  having  introduc’d  a  difcourle 
of  the  part  of  the  kingdom  fhe  was  born 
in,  and  about  her  family,  foon  diicover’d 
her  to  be  really  the  lady  he  was  fer.t  to  : 
That,  then,  he  afk’d  her  if  fhe  had  ever 
known  one  Mr.  Ranger ,  at  the  mention  of 
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which  name  fhe  fhed  tears,  fell  back  in 
iicr  chair,  in  the  greateft  agony  of  grief, 
snd  couid  fcarce  keep  herfelf  from  fwoon- 
jng>  crying,  Know  him,  Sir!  yes,  my 
heart  would  be  a  very  unfaithful  remem¬ 
brancer,  if  I  did  not  recollect  him  with 
tenderer  fentiments,  than  ever  I  did  any 
other  man.  Ah  !  Sir,  is  he  living  ? — has 
he  one  thought  left  of  his  unfortunate — 
liis  undone  McCarthy?  Oh!  may  I  never 
iee  him  more,  flnce  I  can  now  never  fee 
ium  but  with  regret  and  torture  ;  and  here 
tears  ieem  d  to  have  found  a  new 
Source,  trickling  inceflantly  from  her  fair 
eyes:  That  afterwards  he  gave  her  the 
iener,  whicn  fhe  had  fcarce  time  to  conceal 
in  her  bofom,  and  dry  her  eyes,  before  Sir 
Charles  return'd,  and  foon  after  he  took  his 
leave  of  them.  Ah  !  fays,  Davy ,  this  is 
too  fure  a  confirmation  of  the  ill  I  dread¬ 
ed  !  Oh  !  Molly — where  was  your  truth  ? — 
Where  your  fidelity  to  your  Ranger ,  when 
you  gave  your  hand  to  this  fpoiler  of  all 
my  comfort,  this  caufer  of  all  my  woe  ? 
Never  will  the  joyful  fun  chear  more  this 
tortur’d  breaft! — With  you  I  had  form’d 
the  fondeft,  the  compleateft  feenes  of  hap- 
pinefs — but  alas  !  all  arc  now  abortive — all 
are  vanifh’d,  and  are  as  the  palling  vapour  ! 
— Oh !  cruel,  unjuft — perjur’d  fair  one  ! 

The 


of  DAVID  RANGER.  249 

The  tears  ran  from  his  eyes  as  he  thus  ex¬ 
claim'd,  fo  that  his  friend  was  touch'd  to 
the  quick,  at  his  fituation,  and,  to  draw 
him  out  of  it,  forc’d  him  down  into  tne 
company  of  his  lady,  who  was  a  woman  of 
fenfe  and  difcernment,  where  he  was 
obliged,  civilly  to  join  in  the  converfation. 

It  was  near  fix,  the  next  evening,  when 
lady  O'Hara  fent  her  complements  to  the 
lady,  with  advice,  that  (lie  would  pay  her 
a  vifit  that  evening,  and  fhe,  being  in- 
ftrudted  by  her  hufband,  contriv’d  foon  af¬ 
ter  file  entered,  to  leave  her  to  give  fome 
family  orders  ;  when  Davy  entered  the 
room,  from  an  inner  apartment,  all  wan 
and  pale,  his  perturbated  mind  had  had  lo< 
vifible  an  effedt  already  upon  his  coun¬ 
tenance,  When  he  had  meafur’d  half 
the  diftance  between  them,  his  knees  tot¬ 
tering  under  him,  he  would  have  fallen,- 
had  not  a  friendly  chair  flood  in  his  way,, 
into  w'hich  he  funk,  whilft  his  fair  oney 
with  a  grievous  figh,  flung  her  handker¬ 
chief  over  her  face,  anddiffolv’d  into  a  flood 
of  tears.  He  was  the  firft  that  recover’d 
from  this  attitude,  and,  making  fhift  to 
crawl  to  her,  flung  himfelf  at  her  feet,  and 
clafping  her  knees,  cry’d  out,  Oh  !  Molly , 
my  perjur’d  dear  one! — -how  — why  have  I 
thus  loft  you  for  eyer  ? — Why  muft  thefe 
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faithful  arms  be  depriv’d  the  happinefs  my 
jond  heart  had  deftin’d  for  them  ? — From 
!'ie  moment  I  unfortunately  loft  you — 
fiom  that  curs’d  hour, — I  have  unwearied- 
Jy  been  feeking  after  you,  have  endur’d 
pangs  too  violent  for  humanity  to  fuftain, 
—And,  now,  when  I  thought  all  my  toils, 
my  follicitudes  were  over — to  meet  you 
thus— thus  to  behold  you  facrificed  to  a 
wretch  that  can  never  deferve  you — that 
can  have  no  feeling  of  your  delicacy — of 
the  worth  of  your  foul. — Diftradtion  will 
ieizc  me  !  Ah !  barbarous,  lovely,  per- 
jur  d  fan  !  He  could  proceed  no  further, 
his  mind  was  fo  torn  and  agitated  with 
painful  reflexion,  but  fell  before  her,  un¬ 
able  to  fupport  himlelf.  Poor  lady  !  no¬ 
thing  but  fuch  an  incident  could  have  a- 
wakened  her  from  her  trance  of  forrow;  but, 
iuddcnJy  uncovering  her  face,  fhe  reached 
yut  her  hand,  and  taking  his,  knelt  down 
ly  him,  faying,  Ah!  my  Ranger ,  my 
ever  dear  love,  when  you  have  heard  all 
t!ic  iiory  of  my  fufferings,  you  will  pity 
and  forgive  me —Forgive  a  wretch,  who 
has  involuntarily  injur’d  you — and  made 
heiielf  perpetually  wretched! — Oh!  none 
but  you, ever  touch’d  my  heart — let  me  own 
that  1  have  cloated  on  you  with  unbated 
iondnefs,  which,  alas !  I  fear  will  be  too 
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much  indulg’d  by  me,  to  tne  laft  moment 
of  ray  life.  Ah !  why  were  we  fo  unhap¬ 
py  as  not  to  indulge  our  affedtion  feon 
enough,  to  have  fecur’d  us  from  this  mis¬ 
fortune  ? — To  that  fatal  mi  Hake  I  am  ,  the 
unhappy  facrifice — ’tis  I  mulf,  for  ever, 
fuflfer  for  it. — Oh  look  kindly  on  me,  thou 
lord  of  my  heart,  thou  idol  of  my  aiiec- 
tions — for  thefe  are  undoubtedly  yours — - 
tho5  my  perfon  be  ravifo’d  from  you!  if 
you  would  have  me  fuftain  hated  life,  let 
it  be  in  the  refkdtion,  the  pleafing  reflec¬ 
tion  that  you  enjoy  uninterrupted  felicity. 
— Oh !  my  Ranger — help  me  to  lupport 
my  wretched — my  eternally  wretched  con¬ 
dition  !  Can  there  be  a  greater  curfe  than 
to  be  wedded  to  one  I  hate — to  be  torn 
from  all  the  happinefs  my  ioul  long  d  after 
—to  know  it  mull  be  for  ever  ?  Oh !— — 
here  foe  fainted,  whilft  the  miferable 
Davy  could  fcarce  fupport  her  in  his  trem¬ 
bling  arms,  and  his  eyes  fondly  rov  d 
over  thofe  well-known  dear  features,  which 
were  ftill  the  lame,  tho’  they  had  been 
lately  clouded  by  grief  and  misfortune. 

It  was  a  confiderable  time  before  they 
recovered  enough,  from  their  tenderly 
mournful  fituation,  to  converfe  with  any 
degree  of  freedom,  when  Ranger  rehears  d 
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having  loft  her  at  Carmarthen ,  to  that  time, 
and  painted  his  diftrefs  in  fuch  rnovin 
language,  that  my  lady  was  nearly  reduc’ 
to  the  fame  piteous  fituation,  from  which 
fhe  had  juft  before  been  reftored.  She  fpoke 
with  indignation  of  her  father’s  treatment 
of  him,  and,  in  her  turn,  began,  with  a 

figh,  to  give  the  narration  of  her  adven¬ 
tures. 

The  men,  my  dear  Ranger ,  fays  fhe,  who 
feiz  d  me  at  that  ill-fated  town  Carmarthen , 
Us’d  me  with  great  deference  and  gentility, 
the  whole  of  their  flight  and  voyage  •,  but 
that  could  not  give  me  any  fatisfadion :  No, 
I  wept  and  mourn’d  inceflantly,  my  being 
robb  d  of  all  I  held  dear ;  your  amiable 
image  was  ever  in  my  eyes,  rais’d  rending 
fighs  from  my  bofom,  and  drew  deplor¬ 
ing  tears  from  my  eyes.  My  aunt  receiv¬ 
ed  me  without  a  frown  ;  being  glad  fhe 
had  recover’d  me,  and  was  abie  to  deliver 
her  truft  again  to  my  father,  fear  of  mak¬ 
ing  whom  her  enemy,  was  her  principal 
concern,  and  immediately  fent  me  under 
the  fame  guard  to  him.  He  receiv’d  me 
with  curfes,  and  even  with  blows,  the 
marks  of  many  of  which  I  lhall  for  a  long 
time  carry  about  me,  and  confin’d  me  for 
two  days  without  fuftenance,  nor  would 
fee  me,  when  he  fent  me  and  my  After 
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to  my  uncle’s,  who  was  to  finifh  this  fcene 
of  tyranny.  Oh  !  my  dear  Ranger^  words 
can  never  defcribe  the  hardfhips  I  have  in 
fo  fmall  a  time  endur’d,  from  this  barbar¬ 
ous  relation.  Lock’d  up,  confin’d,  nay 
almoft  ftarv’d,  to  get  my  compliance  to 
this  hated  match  ^  hearing  nothing  of  you, 
and  fearful  that  you  did  not  think  me 
worth  the  pains  of  purfuing,  I  at  lad, 
merely  to  efcape  the  hard  tilage  I  differ’d, 
gave  my  hand  to  Sir  Charles  O'Hara  \  tho* 
during  the  ceremony,  I  twice  fainted,  fo 
ftrongly  your  idea  made  an  impreflion  on 
my  mind  —  forgive  my  female  weaknefs 
- — but  I  can  never  be  happy. — Sir  Charles , 
tho’  twenty  years  older  than  myfelf,  fhews 
me,  indeed,  the  utmoft  tendernefsand  com- 
plaifance,  and  has  alfo  broke  off  all  com¬ 
merce  with  my  uncle,  at  my  requeft,  and 
refus’d  to  fulfil  a  fordid  agreement,  of 
paying  him  half  of  my  fortune  in  pofef- 
fion,  and  a  thoufand  pounds  more  on  the 
death  of  my  father,  who,  it  feems,  gave 
his  confent  to  facrifice  me,  for  procuring 
me  for  him. — But  whilft  I  reflect  upon  my 
dear  Ranger ,  can  I  tafte  the  lead  felicity  ? 
— Ah  !  why  did  you  ever  fee  me  more, — 
or  why  not  foon  enough  to  prevent  this 
horrid  alliance — in  which  the  foul  has  no 
manner  of  concern  ?  My  filter  may  be 
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happy,  becaufe  fhe  never  lov’d  before, 
and  her  match  is  equal,  tho’  with  the  fon 
a  villain;  but  as  to  me,  nothing  but 
eleipair  and  anxious  grief  is  my  portion.— 
I  fhall  every  moment  be  calling  death  to 
deliver  me,  and  chide  the  lingering,  only 
friend  and  relief  I  have,  for  not  making 
more  hafte  to  my  refcue.  Oh !  my  Davyy 
may  you  forget  me  and  be  happy  f — May 

fome  more  fortunate  fair  fill  your  arms _ 

tho’  you  can  never  pofefs  one  who  would 
Itudy  more,  to  footh  you  every  moment, 
than  I  fhould  have  done. — Forget  you ! — my 
Buffering  angel  ! — he  reply ’d — no — when 
ever  I  forget  thy  foft  radiance,  may  I  ceafe 
to  exift — never  fhall  this  breaft  entertain  a 
tender  paffion  more!  —  Ah!  impatient 
Molly — his  you  have  ruin’d  us  by  your  pre¬ 
cipitation. — Oh  !  why  would  not  heavenly 
patience,  for  a  few  days  more,  fpread  its 
balmy  influence  overyou. — But  ’tis  too  late 
—and  I  am  wretched!  At  this  conclufion, 
clafp’d  in  each  others  arms,  they  mingled 
their  tears  together;  but  were  interrupted 
by  a  meflenger  from  the  lady  of  the  houfe, 
who,  genteelly  and  confiderately,  fent  her 
excufes  for  her  not  waiting  on  them  again, 
as  a  near  relation  was  taken  ill  whom  fhe 
was  oblig’d  to  attend.  This  they  both 
took  as  a  piece,  of  complaifance  which 
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oblig’d  them  highly,  and  they  indulg’d  the 
moments  in  the  tendereft  expreffions  of 
love,  of  forrow,  of  deploring  wretched- 
nefs. 

Now,  ye  old  raviflhers  of  beauty,  ye, 
who  too  often,  by  dint  of  fordid  confidera- 
tions,  fever  thofe  whom  God  and  reafon 
have  deftin’d  for  each  other’s  embraces  *, 
take  warning. — Remember,  that  youth 
and  beauty  can  never  be  pair’d  with  age 
and  coldnefs,  without  danger  of  revolt. — 
But  why,  for  Godfake,  fhould  you  imagine, 
a  fimple  contract,  entered  into  by  force  or 
fraud,  at  all  binding  ?  ’Tis  the  union  of 
fouls,  the  harmony  of  minds,  the  fimi- 
larity  of  ages  and  tempers  that  can  make 
the  marriage  tye  facred  !  Know  therefore, 
that  nature  is  potent  and  will  prevail, 
and  permit  the  author  of  thefe  lines  to 
wifh,  that  ye  may  all  meet  with  the  fame 
fate. — For,  to  tell  the  truth — opportunity, 
love,  youth,  beauty,  revenge  and  defpair, 
all  confpiring  ;  Sir  Charles ,  before  this  un¬ 
fortunate  pair  could  part,  was  dignify’d 
with  thofe  imaginary  marks,  the  reflexion 
upon  which,  will  make  the  ftouteft  matri¬ 
monial  hero  tremble,  and  hans;  his  head  * 
and  in  vain  will  he  recur  to  all  the  ancient 
and  modern  inftances  of  illuftrious  cuckol- 
dom  to  footh  his  foul,  and  abate  his  chagrin. 

But 
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But  -this  ferv’d  ftill  to  heighten  Davy's 
fenie  of  the  happinefs,  the  heaven  of  love  he 
had  loll,  and  he  rav  d  and  wept,'  and  wept 
and  rav’d,  alternately,  during  the  reft  of 
the  conference,  which  was  continued  ’till 
late,  and  they  parted,  with  many  fincereand 
mournful  proteftations  of  preserving  each 
other  in  perpetual  remembrance;  for  the 
lady’s  prudence  directed  her  to  decline  any 
further  interview  for  fome  time.  And 
thus  they  carried  away,  a  rather  encreas’d 
paflion  for  each  other.  When  Ihe  was 
gone — when  he  could  behold  her  no  more 
— he  flung  himfelf  back  in  his  chair  with 
an  aftion  of  defpair,  that  would  have 
vyed  with  that  of  the  moft  amourous 
fwain  in  romance ;  he  beat  his  bofom, 
ftamp’d,  caft  his  eyes  up  to  thofe  unpity¬ 
ing  Ikies,  that  had  fuffer’d  his  wrong  ;  he 
exclaim’d  at  the  rigour  of  fate,  and  at  the 
cruelty  of  his  deftiny,  and  in  fhort  prac¬ 
tis’d  all  thofe  attitudes  in  reality,  and  fo- 
ber  fadnefs  of  foul,  that  he  has  fince  fo 
admirably  imitated,  to  the  delight  of  the 
Beau  monde.  He  vow’d  an  eternal  celi¬ 
bacy,  ftnce  his  McCarthy  was  loft  for  ever 
— the  only  fair  one,  fince  his  Sophia,  that 
had  been  capable  of  tuning  his  foul  to  the 
loft  paflion  of  love  ! — but  Sophia  now  fcarce 
ever  call’d- a  figh  from  his  breaft, — and,  fo 
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fickle  are  our  minds,  that  was  alfo  to  b^ 
the  fate  of  the  amiable  McCarthy,  who 
had  thus  finifhed  her  female  knight  erran¬ 
try,  in  the  arms  of  an  old  and  defpifed 
hufband — clinking,  the  grating  difcord  of 
the  matrimonial  chain — and  defpairing  of 
more  relief  than  her  Ranger  had  already 
bellowed  upon  her. 

As  it  was  now  no  longer  eligible,  to 
flay  at  Kilkenny ,  fince  the  prudent  lady 
0‘Hara ,  was  determin’d  not  to  hazard 
another  interview,  wifely  refolving  to  wear 
her  yoke  with  decency,  and  as  much  eale 
as  pofiible  ;  our  hero,  after  returning  a 
thoufand  thanks  to  his  kind  holt  and  ho^i- 
tefs,  upon  the  latter  of  whom  he  bellow’d 
a  handfome  gold  fnuff-box,  wnich  he 
bought  for  that  purpofe,  fet  out  from  the 
town,  tho’  his  journey  from  it  was  fre¬ 
quently  interrupted  by  fighs  and  reverted 
looks,  when  he  refiedled  what  a  treafure  he 
had  left  behind  him,  to  be  mumbled  over 
by,  perhaps,  unperforming  age  and  impo¬ 
tence.  When  he  put  up  at  his  firft  llage,. 
he  came  to  a  refolution  to  return  to  Corky 
and  foberly  betake  himfelf  to  bufinefs  •,  for 
his  ramblings  had  been  attended  with  fo 
fevere  a  cataftrophe,  that  he  was  quite 
driven  from  the  thoughts  of  attempting  fur¬ 
ther  adventures,  or  again  joining  M"KerJier 
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to  whom  he.  difpatch’d  a  letter  of  hi's 
change  of  mind,  his  prefent  difpofition  ; 
and  alfo  wrote  a  genteel  letter  to  his  uncle 
at  Dublin ,  defiring  him  to  difpatch  his 
ovvn  baggage  to  Cork,  and  certain  trunks, 
wmch  hedefcrib’d  to  him,  to  lady  0‘Hara 
at  Kilkenny ,  which  he  had  promis’d  her  to 
fee  perform  d.  He  had  prefented  her 
moreover,  with  the  ring  he  wore,  as  a  token 
01  remembrance,  and  received  from  her, 
a  like  pledge,  in  return,  which  he  vow’d 
never  to  part  with,  but  ever  to  look  at 
with  veneration  and  rapture.  Thefe  im¬ 
portant  matters  perform’d,  he  kept  on  his 
journey,  by  flow  and  eafy  ftages  ;  fo  that  it 
was  near  ten  days,  after  his  departure  from 
Kilkenny,  before  he  arriv’d  at  Cork,  from 
whence  he  had  not  heard  fince  his  laft  fet- 
ting  out,  trie  letters  his  father  had  written 
to  him  at  Briftol ,  being  fent  by  MKenfie 
with  his  boxes  to  Dublin  ;  fo  that  he  was 
quite  a  Granger  to  the  fituation  of  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  family,  tho’  he  had  regularly  wrote 
to  that  gentleman.  He  found  the  old 
gentleman  and  his  mother-in-law,  in  good 
health,  and  tolerable  harmony,  and  was 
receiv’d,  by  them  both,  with  the  utmoft 
teftimonies  of  affe&ion,  and  by  the  fer- 
vants,  and  all  his  old  friends,  as  an  angel 
from  heaven  almoft.  The  firft  news  he 

heard 
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heard  was,  that  poor  Margaret  had  been 
dead  and  buried  two  months  before,  her 
remains  having  been  laid  near  thoie  oi 
the  good  Mr.  Birch ,  and  his  amiable  daugh¬ 
ter  \  nor  could  Ranger ,  once  more,  for¬ 
bear  fhedding  a  filent  tear  to  the  memory’ 
of  that  once-lov’d  family.  And,  now, 
having  declar’d  his  intention  ol  fetting  to 
bufinefs,  which  was  highly  agreeable  to  his 
father,'  he  engag’d  with  Mr.  Smpfon  an 
eminent  wine-merchant,  to  be  initiated  in¬ 
to  the  nature  of  that  trafick,  and  accordingly 
attended  at  his  compting-houfe,  and  in  the 
other  departments  of  the  bufinefs,  with 
great  afliduity  and  alacrity,  and  change  or 
obje&s,  and  the  hurry  of  his  new  employ, 
foon  reftor’d  his  mind  to  its  wonted  fereni- 
ty  *,  and  from  contemplating  with  a  fix  d 
and  fettled  intenfenefs  upon  his  late  lofs,  he 
began  to  think  of  it  only  by  fits  and  fiarts, 
as  a  tranfient  occurrence  in  life.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  clothes,  &c.  from  his  uncle  at 
Dublin ,  accompany’d  with  a  very  kind  let¬ 
ter,  in  anfwer  to  that  he  wrote  to  him, 
wherein  he  felicitated  him  upon  his  defign 
of  applying  to  bufinefs,  and  promts  d  him 
he  fhould  be  the  foie  heir  of  ail  he  was 
worth.  He  further  acquainted  him,  that  he 
hadfentthe  things  to  Kilkenny  as  directed,  and 

foon  after  the  receipt  of  them  there  was  con- 

firm’d.. 
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firm’d,  by  the  following  letter,  which,  alter- 

ed  as  Ranger  was,  gave  him  a  great  pleafure, 
and  fatisfadion.  1 

My  ever  dear  Ranger, 

I  Am  willing  to  excufe  myfelf  in  writing 
to  you,  from  the  obligation  I  think 
xoyielf  under  to  your  care,  in  fending  my 
trunks  from  Dublin ,  and  to  return  you 
tiianks  for  your  kindnefs  } — but  alas !  ’tis 
meie  excufe— I  long’d  to  write  to  you  of 
fomething  more  important,  more  interdl- 
ing  ftill  to  my  heart:  Do  you  ilii!  love 
me  ?  I  afk  this  queflion,  as  I  find  I  am 
not  taught  to  bear  the  thoughts  of  your  in¬ 
difference,  tho*  at  fuch  a  diftance,  without 
tne  moft  pungent  pain.  I  look  upon  my 
prefen t  condition  to  be  a  (la very,  to  which 
my  ill  flats  too  unjuflly  devoted  me,  and 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  heaven  and 
reafon  intended  me  for  you.  Can  I,  then, 
be  guilty  of  any  crime  in  continuing  to 
love  you — to  wear  your  image  next  my 
heart  ?  No,  for  you  are  the  lord  of  my 
foul,  and  on  you  all  my  tender  thoughts 
are  Javifh  d  ;  nor  can  I  help  even  wifhing 
foi  death,  rather  than  endure  my  prefent 
cruel  fituation.  Adieu,  my  dear  Ranger , 
may  every  kind  and  propitious  power  pra¬ 
ted  you,  and  may  you  now  and  than  be¬ 
llow 
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ftow  a  tender  thought,  a  pitying  figh,  on 
your  loft  and  abandoned, 

Mary  M‘Carthy. 

As  to  my  other  name,  never  expect  me 
to  uie  it  to  you— I  deteft  it. 

Soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  epiftlc,  he  re¬ 
ceived  another  from  captain  MyKenfie ,  dated 
before  his  laft  to  the  captain,  and,  as  we 
fliall  not,  fuddenly,  again,  hear  of  that  gen¬ 
tleman,  perhaps,  I  will  give  it  my  readers* 
as  well  as  the  foregoing. 


My  excellent  Friend , 

I  SIT  down  to  write  to  •  you,  fince  it 
gives  fome  kind  of  relict  to  the  anxiety 
of  my  mind,  which  has  never  recover’d, 
but  darts  of  fictitious  eafe,  fince  I  have 
been  divided  from  you.  I  hope  you  are  as 
felicitoufly  fettled  at  Cork ,  as  your  heart 
can  defire,  and  daily  pray  to  heaven  that 
your  happinefs  may  encreafe  and  be  lading. 
May  1  hope  alfo,  by  this  time,  that  your 
dear  McCarthy  fhares  your  cares,  and  chears 
you  with  all  the  .charms  that  beauty  and 
good  fenfe  can  beftow  upon  the  pofeffor; 
upon  a  gentleman  who  deferves,  and  who 
well  knows  how  to  improve  and  preferve 
the  affeCtion  and  tendernefs  of  a  faithful 

fpoufe 
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fpoufe.  I  can  fcarce  go  any  further,  without 

pointing  out  to  you  the  fine  defcription  our 

nn mortal  Milton  has  given  of  that  eligible 
itate  of  life.  ° 


A<ul  wedded  love,  myjlerious  law ,  true  fource 

Of  human  offspring  ;  by  thee  adult' rous  lufi 

,f  as  driven  from  men, ,  amongd  the  bejlial  herd 
to  range  : 

ID  7  *  ^3  on  reafon  loyal,  juft  and  Dure* 

Relations  dear ,  and  all  the  charities 

Of  father  fon,  and  brother ,  firfi  were  known, 
tlere  love  lights  up  his  golden  lamp , 

Here  plumes  his  ftlken  wing s, 

Perpetual  fountain  of  domeflick  fweets  ; 

Reigns  here  and  revels,  not  in  the  bought  I, miles 
of  harlots ,  J 

Love left,  joylefs,  unindear' d. 


I  met,  my  dear  Ranger,  with  as  much 
fuccels,  at  brijlol,  as  I  could  well  expect 
without  your  mafterly  affiftance,  and,  hav-  ' 
ing  now  ferap’d  together  about  a  hundred 
pounds,  clear,  have  accepted  of  the  invi¬ 
tation  of  Tome  gentlemen,  who  are  rich 
planters  wffarbadocs ,  to  embark,  with  my 
company  foi  that  lfland,  upon  the  promife 
of  a  pafiage  gratis,  and  a  fallary  of  fifty 
piftoies  per  Annum,  whilft  I  ftay  there.  I 
fhould  not  have  fo  eafiiy  comply’d  to  leave 
Europe ,  if  it  had  fo  fortunately  happened 

that 
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that  I  had- enjoy’d  the  continuance  oh  your 
delightful  fociety  j  but  want  of  that,  makes 
every  place  alike,  and  the  toind  zone  will 
be  as  temperate  as  this  part  of  the  wond. 
Why  did  1  ever  fee  you  ?  I  often  cry — 
Why  did  not  my  bad  opinion  of  the  world 
Hill  *  prevail  ?  But  you  have  prov’d  to  me 
there  can  be  fuen  things  as  true  fnendfhip 
and  generofity,  which  has  enamour’d  me 
again  with  life,  at  the  fame  time  that  be¬ 
ing  robb’d  of  you,  unhinges  me,  a! mod, 
from  performing  the  functions  of  it. 
Adieu,  my  ever  honour’d  friend,  where- 
ever  i  falute  the  morning  fun,  my  firft 
prayer  will  be  for  your  health  and  welfare. 
Once  more  adieu — may  it  not  be  for  ever! 

Tour  tnoft  affeflionate, 

M‘KENSIE. 

DAVE  could  not  help  being  greatly 
touch’d  with  this  proof  of  his  friend’s  affec¬ 
tion  and  remembrance,  and  his  departure 
from  Britain  troubled  him,  and,  for  iome- 
time,  made  bufinefs  dilagreeable,  which 
he  had  follow’d  hitherto  with  great  induf- 
try  and  application.  And  now,  as  no  very 
remarkable  matter  chequer’d  the  life  of 
our  hero  during  that  time,  I  final  1,  in  the 

manner  of  the  antient  Chorus ,  fkip  over 

two 
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two  years  and  a  half  of  Ranger's  life,  during 
which  he  liv’d  in  great  harmony  with  his 
mother-in-law,  and  became  a  thorough 
proficient  in  the  trade  he  was  endeavourinu 
to  learn,  having  gain’d,  by  his  temperate 
and  mild  behaviour,  the  refpedt  of  Mr. 
n.tnpfon,  and  of  all  witn  whom  he  was  con¬ 
cern’d,  and  would  no  doubt  have  made  a 
fhining  figure  in  that  department,  if  gid¬ 
dy  foitune  had  not  contnouted  once  more 
to  fet  his  brains  afloat,  by  an  accident 
that  call  d  for  all  his  fortitude  to  fupport 
Mr.  Ranger  fen.  had  been  inveigled,  by 
fome  chimerical  projectors,  to  fit  out  a 
fhip  for  the  interloping  trade  in  the  South- 
Seas,  and,  upon  the  hazard  of  fuccefs,  had 
ventured  in  her  near  14000  pounds,  keep- 
tng  the  mattei  a  profound  lecret,  and 
hugging  himfelf,  in  his  declining ’days, 
with  reaping  twenty-fold  profit  from  his 
adventure  ;  but,  as  ill  fortune  would  have 
it,  the  veffel,  after  meeting  with  confider- 
able  fuccefs,  was  at  length  the  fport  of  the 
mod  ftormy  weather  that  ever  reign’d  to 
the  fou th ward  of  the  (traits  of  Magellan, 
and  was,  after  riding  thole  (forms  out, 
chas’d  by  the  Spaniards,  and  taken  in  the 
height  of  Payta,  all  the  goods  confifcated, 
and  the  crew  fent.to  the  mines  of  Baldivia. 
This  advice  was  the  firff  harbinger,  fo 

fecret 
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fecret  he  had  been,  to  all  but  his  wife  and 
thole  concern’d  with  him,  that  Davy  re¬ 
ceived  the  news  of  the  adventure  from, 
and  when  he  heard  it,  he  never  fuppos’d 
that  his  father  was  fo  deeply  and  fatally 
concern’d,  as  he  was,  in  the  fcheme;  but 
loon  after,  the  old  gentleman,  with  tears 
and  deploring  fighs,  made  him  the  confi¬ 
dent  of  this  fecond  miftake,  and  his  aimoft 
total  ruin  ;  the  money  he  had  thus  wildly 
fported  away,  being  the  bulk  of  his  for¬ 
tune.  At  fir  ft,  Davy  was  ftruck  fpeech- 
lefs  •,  but  foon  recovering  himfelf,  he  flung 
his  arms  round  his  father’s  neck,  and  faid 
all  that  he  could  to  comfort  him,  putting 
him  in  mind  that,  in  a  quarter  of  a  year, 
he  fhould  come  to  the  pofeffion  of  the 
eftate,  &c.  near  Dulla,  and  protefting  that 
he  would  not  receive  the  leaft  benefit  from 
it,  ’til!  his  deceafe  •,  nay  he  went  further, 
he  footh’d  and  comforted  his  mother-in- 
law,  by  whofe  participation  and  curtain 
advice  the  fcheme  had  been  inforc’d,  and 
faid  all  that  the  kindeft  and  mold  tender 
fon  could  have  faid  to  the  belt  belov’d  of 
parents.  Indeed,  our  hero,  who  was  go¬ 
ing  to  enter  into  the  mercantile  life  upon 
his  own  bottom,  was  greatly  difappointed 
in  the  fober  rules  of  life  he  had  laid  down, 
and  tho’  he  had  a  great  fhare  of  fortitude,  he 
Vol.  1.  N  was 
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was  chagrin’d  at  the  occurrence,  which  had 
almoft  ruin’d  his  father,  and  robb’d  him  of 
a  plentiful  fortune.  In  fhort,  dwelling 
upon  thefe  matters  too  intenfely,  he  be¬ 
came  unhing’d  to  bufinefs,  which  he  found 
he  could  not  commence  with  the  degree  of 
reputation  he  had  promifed  himfelf,  and 
once  more,  his  theatrical,  wandering  fancies 
crowded  into  his  brain.  He  figh’d  after 
M'Kenfie,  and  thought  his  native  city  a 
very  fatal  town  to  him,  from  which  he, 
at  once,  refolv’d  to  depart,  and  as  he  had 
not  form’d  any  fettled  plan  of  future  ope¬ 
rations,  determin’d  to  go  to  Dublin  and  con- 
fult  with  his  uncle,  about  his  after  deftina- 
tion.  This  fettled  with  himfelf,  he  made 
over  his  eftate  and  the  produce  of  it,  to  that 
time,  to  his  father,  during  life,  and  re¬ 
mainder  to  his  mother-in-law,  whofe  fet- 
tlement  or  dowry,  from  the  late  project, 
was  become  of  no  value,  and  only  referv’d 
lor  himfelf  two  hundred  pounds,  which  he 
got  chang’d  into  bills  upon  his  uncle. 
The  father  and  his  wife,  as  well  as  all  the 
friends  of  the  family,  were  amaz’d  at  fo 
ltriking  on  inftance  of  generofity  and  filial 
duty  ;  they  drain’d  him  in  their  embraces, 
call’d  him  their  dear,  guardian  angel, 
wept  at  his  departure,  and  he  fet  out  for 
Dublin ,  if  not  fo  rich  himfelf,  nor  the  heir 

i  to 
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to  fuch  expectations  as  when  he  entered 
Cork  three  years  ago,  yet  more  eafy  and 
happy,  and  foil  of  a  confcioufnefs  of  hav¬ 
ing  done  his  duty,  and  obey’d  the  calls  of 
nature  and  religion. 


raa— i — — — _  _ 

C  H  A  P.  X. 

Overtakes  company. —  Oddly  accojled. — His 
reply. — Difcourfe  of  bis  companion. — They 
part. — -He  arrives  at  Dublin. — How  re¬ 
ceived  by  his  uncle. — Is  difgujled. — His  re - 
folutions  thereupon. 

HE  had  not  got  above  ten  miles  from 
Cork,  and  having,  from  his  mu¬ 
ling  difpofition,  given  his  fteed  the  reins, 
made  pretty  good  fpeed,  when  his  horfe 
ftarted,  which  awakened  him  from  his 
reverie,  and,  carting  his  eyes  forward, 
and  on  each  fide,  to  fee  the  occafion  ot  the 
forprife  of  his  nag,  he  perceiv’d  an  old 
man,  almoft  bending  under  the  weight  of 
years,  and  leaning  upon  a  ftaff,  by  the 
road-fide,  who  was  trudging  on,  with  his 
wallet  upon  his  back,  with  a  flow  and  tot¬ 
tering  pace  •,  but,  at  every  other  rtep,  feem- 
ed  to  figh  bitterly,  and  ftrike  his  hand  up¬ 
on  his  bread,  with  greater  violence  than 

N  2  his 
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his  ftrength  and  appearance  feem’d  to 
promife.  There  needed  no  more  than  fuch 
an  objed,  at  once  to  excite  the  curiofity 
and  the  humanity  of  Davy ,  and,  fpurring 
his  bead,  he  loon  came  up  with  him,  and 
was  going  to  call  out  to  the  old  fage  ; 
when  the  latter  turning  round  holla’d  our, 
with  a  deep,  tho’  melodious  pipe,  You 
muft  be  a  very  filly,  unexperienc’d  fop, 
gazing  at  Ranger  s  fhewy  drefs,  that  you 
can’t  perceive  your  dull  offends  me  !  For 
Godfake,  what  whim  has  juft  taken  you  in 
the  pate,  to  ride  fafter  than  you  did  be¬ 
fore. — I  fuppofe,  like  the  reft  of  your  bro¬ 
ther  brutes  of  the  world,  to  difplay  your 
own  importance,  by  making  a  man  unhap¬ 
py,  who  cannot  travel  the  road  with  your 
advantages; — but  fo  I  have  ever  found  it — 
in  my  tedious  journey.  So  faying,  he 
turn’d  his  head  away,  with  an  aftion  of 
contempt,  and  again  fet  up  his  old  pace  ; 
when  Ranger ,  pleas’d  with  the  venerable 
air  of  the  old  paffenger,  ftruck  with  his 
voice,  and  furpriz’d  with  the  oddity  of  his 
fpeech,  call’d  out,  Father!  I  had  no  de- 
fign  to  incommode  you  ;  but  hearing  you 
figh  frequently,  and  fearing  you  might  be 
difordered  and  want  affftance,  I  was  urg’d, 
by  pity  and  humanity,  to  offer  you  my 
fervice  ;  and  fiift  fhould  be  glad  to  know, 

whether 
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whether  you  difeover  thefe  murks  of 
anxiety,  from  any  want  that  1  am  ab 
fupply.— My  purfe,  or  any  other  help,  is 

at  your  fervice.  Young  man,  the  old  one 
reply’d,  thou  betrayeft  thy  ignorance  by  thy 
oafifh  wonder,  and  thy  confequent  queftion 
—what  folly,  when  thou  perceived  a  man 
iuft  at  the  conclufion  of  a  long  journey,  to 
befurpriz'd  at  his  expreffing  fome  degree 
of  pain  and  laffitude,  and  what  ftupidity  alio, 
to  offer  affiftance  to  a  man  before  thou 
know’ft  whether  he  either  requefts  it,  or 
deferves  it.— But  why  do  I  talk  to  tnee, 
thou  feemeff  to  be  one  of  fortune  s  raree- 
fhews,  and  unfeafoned  with  affliction  or 
‘  knowledge  of  thy  own  frailties,  bir,  re¬ 
turn’d  Davy ,  you  are  too  fevere  upon  me. 
—Could  I  divine  that  you  had  come  to 
tedious  a  journey,  without  being  told  it  . 
Gr  could  I  conjecture  from  your  lordia  ap¬ 
pearance  that  you  did  not  want  relief,  till 
I  enquired  ?  I  fear  you  are  too  cynical  in 
your  difpofition  •,  but  my  pity  for  you, 
fprung  from  having  frequently  felt  pain 
and  misfortune  myfelf,  and  from  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  my  own  natural  wants  and 
incapacities.  At  this  conclufion  the  philo- 
fopher  burfting  out  into  aloud  laugh,  retort¬ 
ed — Now,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  thy 

troublelome  company,  •  for  I  like  no  crea- 

o  ture 
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ture  of  thy  whole  tribe  I’ll  r 

you  have  faid.  Was  not  it  ,C<?nfut!\  aP 
man  of  mv  years  pIain>  that  a 

a  very  lorJu  -d  apPearan«  had  gone 

being;  afVd  rkr  *  'Vears>  without 

that8,3  h  impertinent  queftion  ;  and 

, ,/vrnan  can  travel  fo  long  thro3  rhp 

&'irhs  of  iife>-  »ith“ « 

and  cracks 'in  rhX‘ay>  f.welJ  from  the  Saws 
ed  him  i  ,u  £  tpachine  nature  has  cloth- 

c  ,  •  r  i/hn’  as  h'°m  the  vices  and  folJies 
of  his  fellow  travellers?  Again,  my  c 

Srv? you  f° ««'« 4»ai«: 

appearances"  “Tif'trS'  7  '°  P“‘  '/“*  in 

rlrpTc5 A  r  I  am  not 

.hafj,, „ay°“r'W>  bo,  who  knows,  bo" 

of  V'"'7  h“mour>  or  the  eirefls 

a&e  end  the  fcorn  of  vanity  Take 

word,  youth,  that  the  people  that 
wat  aSr  ftew’  aie  *o?e  that  leaft 

modeftv  'ir  5  tCmperanCe’  prugapty  and 
mooefly  will  ever  protect  them  from  fifli 

tude  wil|ntS’  hid  rfd°m’  trUth  and  recti- 

«eT  nT  ^  C°  defpife  the  falfe, 

■  oted  offers  of  mankind,  whilft  they 

»rie°nd  T'Y  ^  ^  within’  and  have  a 
lend  above  to  whom  they  can  recur  for 

nelp  in  any  time  of  d,  If  refs  So  that,  you 

ance  RCratr  0ncc.d«^ed  you  of  igL-  ‘ 
.—But  I  perceive  there  is  Bill  more 

dullness 
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dullnefs  about  you  than  I  at  firft  apprehend- 
ed-otherwife  you’d  have  known  more  ot 
vourfelf — have  praftis’d  more  of  the  Nofee 
]eipfum ,  than  to  mifconftrue  a  rank  and 
idle  curiofity,  into  pity  and  humanity  for 
your  fellow  fojourner,  who  wants  n 

will  accept  of  either.  Tho’ pity  and  hu¬ 
manity  are  lovely  principles  ot  the  human 
mind,  thev  mult  rife  by  refledion  in  the 
heart  •,  refiedion  upon  the  miferable 
we  all  undergo,  the  neceffity  we  arc  under 
of  each  others  aid  and  fupport  •,  and  by 
making  thefe  calamities  our  own,  we  learn 
to  thew  companion  to  others,  fo  that  k 
prefervation  is  greatly  at  the  bottom  of  a 
this  Now  it  was  fo  far  from  being  - 
fix’d  principle,  that  I  am  troubled  with 
your  company  for  -,  that  it  was  merely  the 
ftrangenels  of  my  drefs,  and  manner  that 
attraded  your  attention.  In  firort,  -  v  as 
older — ftrange  thing !— and  more  wretched 
then  yourfelf,  and  you  muft  needs  affault  me, 
and  gratify  the  malignity  of  your  bread, 
the  native  malevolence  of  your  race,  by  re¬ 
playing  to  me  how  much  happier  you  was 
then  11—  But,  young  man,  know  that 
look  upon  thee  as  infinitely  more  wretcheu 
than  1  am;  I  am  haft’n.ng  to  the  end  ot 
my  tedious  race  ;  thou  art  but  juft  fetting 
our  and  if  thou  travelled  on  horfeback  or 

N  4 


!■ 


(if 
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Scad0' of*JdplSteft  °U i  'R  that  tinfel  eoat 

«ift»un.ed  S' \Z’r*Z d’7'f  f°°?  b£ 

reacheft  mv  ap-p  m.  ’  d  before  thou 
gui (h,  without  thaT  8/0an  WUhPainful  an- 

Suiet  conflict  feH8  rI'end’  3 

invigorate  thy  Jao-wjncr  ftens  y  ,P'rits  or 
a  good  journey  to°thee  •  tHs  and  fo»  Sir, 
Imuft  wi/h  vo  anri  ;.  thlVSachnft,an’ 

ino-  coxrnmh  ’  and  ^  that  no  infuit- 

°  rmay  r«ard  your  Jateft  hens 

ml^£fcT in th{j'°“™c"  ^ S 

!  NCWr  makc  «end/h,p,  with 

SlS  7  V  h'  tty 

wi I  n-  i  f  but  8°od  knfe  and  virtue 

do  Tnv  e  h0U  hafi  tr?  d  h'im.  Never 
ny  tnmg  m  an  hurry.  Think  rpn 

minutes  before  you  anfwer  a  qneflion 

J  emember,  nature  has  form’d  ou 

open  ;  but  enabled  us  to  fhut  up  onr 

mouths.  If  you  ever  marry,  make  your 

1  ,e  y0llr  P'end,  and  teach  your  children 
to  Jove  more  than  to  fear  you/  EnS  inm 

ca,m  ',,a"t,es-  ^  conhantly  miid  and 

k  n5r  T  °m  rnger  and  Paffion,  and 
rn  t0  ftew  no  bidden  fear  or  farrow, 

and 


/ 
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and  thou’lt  be  matter  of  all  thou  dealett  with* 
Remember,  ’tis  dangerous  to  be  too  great 
with  a  fuperior.  In  fliort,  bridle  y 0111  ap¬ 
petites,  rein  your  mind,  guard  your  lips, 
and  purify  your  foul,  and  perhaps  you  may 
not  iourney  with  fo  much  pain  as  I  do,  at 
this  late  period  of  life.  Whilft  Davy  was 
wrapp’d  up  in  contemplation  of  theie  wife 
maxims,  and  in  admiration  of  the  perlon 
and  manner,  by  whom,  and  in  which,  they 
were  ipoken,  they  had,  at  this  conclufion, 
got  to  the  edge  of  a  pretty  thick  wood, 
into  which  the  Seer  fuddenly  flung  nim- 
felf,  and,  before  Davy  could  turn  about 
his  horfe’s  head,  dilappeared,  amongft  the 
trees,  tho’  he  call’d  after  and  only  intreat- 
ed  one  word  more  with  him  before  he  de¬ 
parted.  In  fhort,  at  firft  he  look’d  upon 
this  adventure  as  fomewhat  fupernatural, 
and  began  to  perfuade  himfelf  that  he  had 
been  converfing  with  an  inhabitant  of  the 
celeftial  regions.  Rut,  then,  recollecting 
the  mifanthropy  he  had  obferv’d  in  the  old 
gentleman’s  difcoufe,  he  fet  him  down  as 
a  wife,  cynical  philofopher,  who,  with  all 
his  real'on  and  underttanding,  was  very  an¬ 
gry  he  was  going  to  leave  the  world,  and 
with  every  one  in  it.  Happy,  however, 
he  cry’d,  to  himfelf,  thrice  happy  indeed, 
the  man  that  can  profit  by  thy  rules,  that 

N  5  can 
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can  arrive  at  thy  ftage  of  life,  with  a  clear 

‘eailt’.  an  unembarafs’d  mind,  and  lerene 
conscience:  1  hat,  by  temperance  and  ex- 
eicife  can  preferve  thy  roly  hue  of  coun¬ 
tenance,  to  fo  advanc’d  an  age  !  Ah,  Ran¬ 
ger,  lay  up  thefe  maxims  in  thy  heart! _ 

What  half  thou  been  doing  thro’  the  firft 
twenty  years  of  thy  life  ?—Haft  thou  done 
ought  to  denominate  thee  a  ufeful  member 
of  fociety  ?  On  the  contrary,  have  not 
thine  own  extravagant  follies  difordered 
thy  judgment,  and  polluted  thy  mind  and 
iinderftanding  ?  Too  truly,  I  may  fay  yes. 

Ul  let  me  begin  to  aftlime  the  charafter 
^nd  temper  of  a  reafonable  creature,  that 
burns  to  be  ufeful  to  the  world,  and  let 
f  veiy  foible  be  exil’d  from  my  breaft. 
Adieu,  venerable  fage,  I  fhall  think  of 
thee,  to  the  lateft  moment  of  my  life  ! 

1  hus  he  reflected,  and  thus  he  thought, 
•"tiid  in  this  temper  arriv’d,  without  any 
iinifter  accident,  at  Dublin,  and  immediate¬ 
ly  repair’d  to  his  uncle’s,  not  at  all  doubt¬ 
ing  of  the  moft  gracious  reception,  as  he 
never  offended  him,  had  lately,  by  letter, 
had  inch  affcblionate  promifes,  and  at  pre- 
fent  wanted  nothing  of  him  but  lodging 
atiu  advice  ;  but,  alas  1  the  old  gentleman 
had  receiv’d  notice  of  his  father’s  late 
misfortune,  which  had  gall’d  him  fevere- 

ly ; 
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]v  •  for  this  Mr.  Ranger ,  was  a  mere  man, 
and  a  mere  merchant,  his  foul  had  nevei 
been  touch’d  by.  any  other  paffion  than 
that  of  getting  money,  the  want  of  which 
argued  with  him  the  deficiency  of  every 
other  qualification,  and  the  pofeffion  and 
expedition  of  it,  that  he  knew  his  nephew 
had  before,  was  what  engag  d  the  km 
ufage  he  bellow’d  upon  him  formei  y, 
and  the  promife  of  making  him  his  hem. 
He  had  heard  of  his  generality  to  his 
parents,  with  indignation,  and,  m  eac  o 
applauding  fuch  an  inftance  of  filial  piety, 
had  fet  the  fon  down,  in  his  opinion,  as  a 
greater  fool  than  the  father.  He  was,  my 
o-ood  readers,  one  of  thofe  unfeeling  mo. 
uls,  a  real  old  batchelor,.  and,  as  the  tear 
of  family  expences  had  kept  him  from 
any  matrimonial  engagement?,  fo  the  in¬ 
capacity  of  applying  to  amours,  without 
paying  for  them,  had  kept  him  chafte  al 
his  days.  Turning  the  penny  to  advan¬ 
tage,  was  his  principal  charadteriftic,  and 
the  pofeffions  of  thoufands  his  chief  merit. 
In  fhort,  when  his  nephew  paid  his  com¬ 
plements  to  him,  in  his  ufual  polite  and  al- 
fedtionate  manner,  he  feem/d  fcarcely  to 
know  him,  and  invited  him  to  refide  with 
him,  rather  in  the  ftile  of  a  fuperior  than  a 

friend.  Inftead  of  the  expe&ed  embrace, 

he 
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^youfeS&^'F 

made  over  everv  thi  i  •  you  have 
_a  ,  -  evefy  ™ing  to  him  for  his  Jife 

vii \tad  °n,Indeed  !— ' Why  what  the  de¬ 
oil  think  to  do  with  thyfelf _ T  ho 

no  room  for  in  ^  e  *  nave 

vnii  ho  '  ee  n  my  compting-houfe _ 

you  have  no  money  to  venture  in  *  a 
otherwife  I  might  have  f  i  n  tr?de» 

fome  fmalJ  fhare  of  the  huff1  Int° 

cxpe&ed  all  this  *  b™  I 

were  of  too  romantick  difpofitions— hp^°U 
made  ducks  and  drakes  ofVis  money,  in  a 

filing 

13Ve  P'°v  d  abortive.  I  believe  I  can  rc^ 
commend  you  to  a  correlpondent  at  the 

bufZtr  as  derk>  lf  that  wi,]  fuit  you  • 
but  nothing  ,s  to  be  done  in  the  world 

Muthout  money- Why  didn’t  you  apply  o 

Mr.  Stmpfcn  ■  perhaps  he  would  havekent 

you  m  employment?  I  would  have  you 

^  bufincfs’  ^Peedtly/for 

„  ,  filfe  WI  never  do~ loungini  here 
will  be  of  no  fervice,  I’m  fure.-Look  out  ' 

look  out,  young  man,  and  try  to  make 

your  fortune  fome  way  or  othe(  fi„Ce  you 

V.  have 


c/DAVID  RANGER.  277 

have  fo  limply  parted  with  that  which  was 

flung  in  your  way.  } 

Never  was  furprize  equal  to  Davy  s  at 

this  cruel  harangue  ;  tho’  he  had  feen 
enough  of  the  world  to  lcnow  its  unfeeling 
fordidnefs  and  bafenefs,  he  never  thought 
his  uncle  of  this  caft- — he  ftar  d,  and  was,  tor 
fometime,  before  he  could  anfwer  *,  but,  at  jj 
length,  re  fuming  his  wonted  piefence  of  j 
mind,  he  reply’d,  Sir,  I  came  not  here  to  *| 

be  a  burden  to  you,  my  foul  was  always 
ftiDerior  to  io  -mean  an  intention  ;  indeed 
I  fhould  have  afk’d  your  advice  as  to  the 
future  deftination  of  myfelf,  which  I 
thought  I  had  a  right  to  do,  from  your 
former  kindnefs  to  me,  and  from  tome  un- 
afk’d  promifes  you  have  made  in  my  fa¬ 
vour.  My  father  has  indeed  been  unfor¬ 
tunate  *,  but  his  misfortune  aroie  from  that 
very  motive,  by  which  you  would  have  all 
our  actions  conducted,  a  motive  of  profit. 

If  it  did  not  fucceed,  ’twas  from  the  fame 
fatality,  that  fometimes  renders  the  beft 
concerted  fchemes  abortive.  Indeed,  had 
I  been  confulted,  I  fhould  have  advis’d 
him  not  to  have  embark’d  in  fuch  an  ad¬ 
venture  j  but  as  he  did,  and  ruin’d  himfelf 
by  it,  as  he  was  always  a  kind  and  tender 
father,  could  I  fee  him  in  diflrefs,  without 
relieving  him?  No  j  and  if  I  could  have 


t 
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ftTj  'C  no  otber  Way>  I  would  have  drudg’d 

d  v?Lmrft  J ib0Ur  ai]  the  refidue  of  my- 

days  for  that  end.  As  a  fon  I  can  take  ™ 
thev^o'hl' ’  °/,fmy  ,father’s  miftakes;  be 
ftail  new  glve  m  ,  th“  licen «  , i 

vi,3  “yH  ft  hii  aa’»"“  Kg 

hat  will  make  him  happy  in  himfelf  T 
nope,  which  is  what  all  the  riches  of  the 
univerle,  without,  will  never  buy.  Thank 
'■  ;o,  ne.is  fuperior  to  any  profpeft  of  ne 

'reati;  ?‘h,erwi(e.1  ,ft"  ^  fate  would  be 

?an  lo  frli6  pltlc  ’  finCe  an  own  brother 

As  to  ml  ?  C?n1il're  and  condemn  him. 

.  V  c  ’  S'r’  have  no  c1oubt  been  miil- 
tyof  iome  follies;  but  I  hope  they  will 

™eCC  WKh  ex<:uie’  ^om  the  confideration  of 
my  youth  and  inexperience.  1  have  lov’d 
and  nature  has  deny’d  me  that  frame  of 
nund  you  enjoy,  to  withlfand  its  attacks 
no,  would  I  defire  to  pofefs  it,  and  my 
-ove  has  prov  d  unfortunate.  I  have  alio 
J  confels,  for  diverfion,  trod  the  ft  age ; 

bu  have  fince  (hewn  that  I  am  capable 

-  bufincfs,  and  have  an  intention  of  beino- 

0  ierv,ce  in  my  generation.  I  ft, alt 

tiouble  you  no  longer  than  one  week,  and 
to  difcount  me  thefe  bills,  for  two  hundred 
pounds,  when  I  will  fet  out  for  England, , 

and 
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and  have  no  fuch  mean  opinion  either  of 
mv  integrity  or  ability,  as  to  think  I  ihail 
be  long  at  a  lol's  for  fome  ufeful  employ¬ 
ment.  The  uncle  was  fomewhat  ftruck  at 
this  fenfible  reply,  and  the  fight  of  the 
bills  •,  for  he  had  imagin’d  things  were 
worfe  than  they  really  were  with  his  bro- 
the-r  and  nephew;  and  returned,  Why, 
Davy,  I  was  really  chagrin’d  at  niy  bro¬ 
ther’s  Ioffes,  and  might  exprefs  myielf  in  a 
difa^reeable  manner  to  you  ;  but  I  meant 
nothing  but  your  good,  i  will  affure  you® 
You  are  welcome  to  ftay  with  me,  as  long 
as  you  think  proper*,  nay,  I’ll  iee  if  I  can¬ 
not  put  you  in  a  way  to  employ  your  little 
ftock  to  advantage,  if  you  like  it.  1  wo 
hundred  pounds  may  beget  two  hundred 
more,  who  knows  ?  I  perceive  you  have 
an  head  turn’d  to  bufineis,  and  its  pity  it 
fhould  not  meet  with  encouragement  *,  per¬ 
haps  I  may  add  fomewhat  to  your  adven¬ 
ture,  to  fend  it  into  the  world  with  greater 
advantage,  Davy  was  full  of  indignation 
at  this  difplay  of  his  uncle’s  iordid  dilpofi- 
tion,  and,  tho’  he  refolv’d  not  to  affront 
him,  confidering  what  expe&ancies  he  had 
upon  his  death  ;  yet  he  alfo  determined  to 
.have  no  furher  connexion,  than  neceffary, 
with  a  man  who  could  thus  blow  hot  and 

i  cold  with*  the  fame  breath,  and  form  .  his 

behaviour 


■n  ™pocte  mH";  byfthe -r Sht  ^  ^ 

™  £&tat  hir  - 
Mf *  £*  W»** 

When  L  uncle  ft^ 

ss1  ^ 

found  TO .  n"rc;fy  $  > 

fordia  and  cenforious  world  Hp 

ISffSal 

U  1C  ruoiv  d  to  embrace  the  Drofetfinr, 

“  °ne,  which  nature  had  fittecf  him  for’ 
uoTf^!!'’  the  entrance  into  which  wotdd 

":0®  fun  |,,s  prefc„,  fina  ,  wo  “ 

“  l  tk'ly  to  raife  him  feme  and  „ 

K  cIkI  n^t  doubt  iucceeding,  by  the  ibecf 
men  of  the  applaufe  he  had  a  I  rol  l  ,  flad 

prudence  uldT'  ‘he  Lurai 

puutnce  and  parfimony  of  his  difnofirinn 

Eut  1  u’n’  he  thought  it  would  be  to  little 
Purpofe  to  exhibit  his  talents  ,„  Ir  lJj 

efpecially  as  there  were  fome  conBderable 
per  formers'  jull  then  entered  into  the  thea 
'  ’  bc,“l“>  his  ambition  direfted  him  t0 

Londorw 
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London ,  the  metropolis  of  the  three  king¬ 
doms,  as  the  ftage  mo  ft  fuited  to  h\s  abi  1- 
ties,  and  more  replete  with  good  judges  o 
theatrical  merit*,  and  again,  he  was  not  yet 
fo-  full  of  a  durance  in  the  matter,  as  not 
to  blufh  at  the  thoughts  of  his  name  being 
publickly  pofted  up,  as  an  adtor,  in  his 
native  country,  where  his  family  was  well 
known,  and  under  the  no(e  or  his  uncle, 
who  had  fuch  an  hearty  contempt  ol  any 
thing  that  had  not  the  fandlion  of  cent  per 
cent .  To  London ,  then,  he  determined  to 
bend  his  fteps,  and,  thus  fix’d  in  his  refo- 
lution,  he  began  to  enjoy  the  few  moments 
he,  had  to  tarry  in  Lublin ,  as  he  imagined, 
and  his  uncle  began  again  to  fmile  upon 
him  *,  for  indeed  he  had  luch  an  infinuating 
addrefs,  fo  much  good  nature,  that,  bru¬ 
tality  itfelf  could  fcarcely  hold  out  long 
again  ft  it  In  fhort,  he  fo  arnus  d  himfelf 
at  the  theatres,  the  coffee-houfes,  and  con¬ 
tracted  fo  many  agreeable  acquaintance, 
that  he  began  with  fome  pain  to  think  of 
quitting  Lublin ,  which  was  become  very 
pleafant  to  him,  he  flacken’d  in  the  refolu- 
tion  he  had  made,  and  forgot  that  all  this 
while  he  was  trefpafting  upon  a  relation, 
that  had  given  him  at  firft  fo  coarie  and 
unnatural  a  reception. 
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c  H  a  p.  .  XI. 

A“mck-Hi1  Cf  “■*»«/'■—#»«  /»  to 

h  If, -plr  mfmr—toMms  from  in 
'  toottje.  Performs  at  the  theatre  —  A? ain 

vans  on  his  uncle.-Hts  reception  and  eZ 

couragement. -mites  to  his  father. -Meets 

Vr.Jj  a  Jl  range  encounter . 

|HUS’  enJ°ying  the  delights  of  the 

foTnea^fm^0  h  °f  lre!and'  he  continued 
tender!  h’  ',n  Sufpence  as  to  his  in- 

RucG  v°yage ;  when,  being  one  dav  at 

:n  «»•»><-*"«,  ya„  a 

accen  nf  ‘“T1  UP°"  and 

fers  rf  7  f  ‘,,e  akb™*  P»f°r- 
,  of  the  day,  Davy  difplay’d  his 

now  edge  of  the  theatre  in  fo  advantage¬ 
ous  a  pent  of  view,  that  all  the  aentje- 

when  Pfnfent*fi  WCre  in  admiration  ;  but 
he  re’h  nn5rmatIon  of  liis  Sentiments, 

D  ll  ^r'fSd  frVeral  °f  the  P  liking 

w  f,m  \  if'  °"K  of  ti,e  bt 11  dramatick 

Zs  Z’r.7  ,  !at  v0,'ce  and  ™»"«,  that 

»as  peculiarly  hi,  own,  they  dwelt  upon 
the  lound,  with  rapture,  I,  happened, 

time  ri"  adj0,n,ng  room,  fat,  at  this 
J  ’h  l  manager  of  one  of  the  theatres  ; 

,lad  ncv6r  Seen  Ranger  there  before, 

but. 
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but,  {truck  with  hearing  him,  and  know¬ 
ing  molt  of  the  company,  broke  into  the 
coffee-room,  with  G — d — n  me,  gentle¬ 
men,  what  have  you  got  a  Powel  or  a 
Booth  amongft  you,  or  has  Betterton  onct 
more  revifited  thefe  earthly  manffons . 
Thele  words  rais’d  a  loud  laugh  ol  ap- 
plaufe,  in  thofe  who  heard  it,  and  drew 
bluthes  from  poor  Ranger ,  who  had  not 
yet  forgot  to  crimfon  his  cheek,  and  he 
made  a  modeft  bow  in  return  but  the 
bold  comedian,  not  to  be  fatisfy’d  without 
further  acquaintance,  took  him  with  gieat 
refped-  by  the  hand,  told  him  he  ffiould 
think  it  an  honour  and  pleafure  to  be  his 
friend,  and  (truck  into  the  converiation  ; 
during  which  his  firft  admiration  was  fo 
much  rais’d,  that  he  fore  d  Ranger ,  by 
hearty  and  continued  importunity,  to  take 
a  dinner  with  him  at  his  apartments,  where 
he  was  regal’d  with  the  fplendor  of  a 
prince.  After  dinner,  he  addrefs’d  our 
hero,  in  the  following  manner.  If,  my  wor¬ 
thy  friend,  I  could  perfuade  you  to  exhibit 
upon  our  ftage,  I  am  certain  you  would 
gain  more  applaufe  than  any  ador  has 
done  for  thefe  twenty  years  ;  excuie  me. 
Sir,  feeing  him  bluff),  1  know  you  can  be 
under  no  neceflity  in  your  circumftances 
to  turn  player,  I  know  your  uncle  too  well. 
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and  have  heard  too  much  of  your  family, 
to  imagine  fo  ;  and  indeed,  it  is  pity,  that 
neceflity,  and  not  the  powerful  call  oF 
genius  and  inclination,  fhould  ever  di- 
red  any  one  to  a  profeflion,  that  may  be 
iaid  never  to  be  fuccefsfully  executed,  'like 
poetry  and  painting,  but  by  thofe  v/ho  are 
bom  to  it :  However,  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  offer  you  fix  guinea s  per  week, 
and  have  fome  top  charabters  in  (lore  for 
you  ;  and  can  oniy  fay  further,  that  I  will 
m.aKc  your  intereft  and  reputation  my  own 
concern,  upon  all  occafions.  Davy  thank¬ 
ed  him,  ^in  the  warmed:  manner,  for  a  pro- 
pofal,  which  he  was  fo  heartily  inclined  to 
accept ;  but  that  he  fear’d  injuring  himfelf 
'with  his  uncle,  and  grieving  his  father  •> 
however,  he  did  not  give  a  final  anfwer* 
but  told  him  he  would  take  a  few  days  to 
confidei  of  the  propofal,  and  that  being, 
with  pleafure,  allow’d,  they  took  their 
leaves,  quite  enamoured  of  each  other’s 
fociety.  Davy  could  not  help  indulging 
fome  little  vanity  neither,  upon  the  prod 
pebt  he  had  of  making  a  theatrical  figure 
in  Dublin ,  and,  in  fine,  determin’d  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  the  offer’d  terms,  which  he  thought 
very  tempting  ;  but  firfi:  to  propofe  die 
matter  to  h is  uncle,  who,  he  had  fome 
hopes,  would  be  tickled  with  the  found  of 

fix 
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fix  guineas  per  week;  and  accordingly,  the 
next  morning,  at  breakfaft,  he,  in  as  pre- 
pared  a  way  as  pofiible,  afk’d  his  advice  in 
the  matter  ;  but  inftead  of  meeting  with 
his  approbation,  the  old  gentleman  was  all 
in  a  foam,  talk’d  of  difgrace  to  the  family, 
vagabonds,  ftage-players,  goals,  debts,  ex¬ 
travagancies,  (sic.  and,  finally,  told  his  ne¬ 
phew,  that,  fince  his  mind  had  taken  fo 
low  a  turn,  he  defir’d  him  to  quit  his 
houfe,  never  to  fee  him  more,  and  threate¬ 
ned  that  if  ever  he  heard  he  trod  upon 
the  We  he  would  leave  every  penny  he 
had  away  from  the  family.  Ranger  was 
not  a  little  nettled,  at  what  he  laid;  but 
taking  care  to  fay  nothing  that  might  give 
him  an  unpardonable  offence,  he  parted 
centeely  with  him,  chang  d  his  lodging 
the  next  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon 
overjoy’d  the  manager,  by  waiting  upon 
him  with  bis  confent  to  enlift  in  his  com¬ 
pany,  at  which  he  was  in  a  perfeft  extacy. 
In  a  week  afterwards,  his  name  was  potted 
up*  in  the  bills,  to  perform  a  principal 
character,  which  he  fuftam’d  with  fuch 
furprizing  eclat,  that  his  fame  was  fpread 
thro’  all  the  purlieus  of  the  city,  and  tor 
three  weeks  afterwards,  the  theatre  was^io 
crowded,  feats  were  with  difficulty  lecur  d, 

after  much  attendance,  even  for  the  nobi- 

lity 
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lay  and  gentry,  with  whom  /&**«*.  wa, 

n0W  a  f™  favourite,  and  the  Jadfe  dTed 
^pon  the  melodious  Pounds  of  his  voire 
He  vvaS  by  this  means,  introduc’d  to  the* 

the  I  ,  r11133"7’  W3S  taken  notice  of  by 
the  lord  lieutenant  and  his  lady,  and  ft/ 

quently  attended  the  levee  at  Vc/fo" 

and  having  many  confiderable  prefects 

™de  him,  by  his  admirers,  was^n  Jefs 

han  ,ten  ™eeks  mailer  of  four  hundred 
pounds.  If  great  things  may  be  compar’d 
with  fmali  ones,  the  famous  duke  of  Mart 
borough,  was  not  more  prudent  and  par- 
fimomous,  than  Davy,  in  this  foil  flux  of 
his  fortune ;  he  laid  all  carefully  by  and 
as  he  had  no  notion  of  Jofing  fos  „nc|  J! 

favour  and  eftale,  entirely,  tho>  forbM 
the  houfe;  he,  one  day,  ba^’d  UD  all  nic 
calli,  and,  taking  coach,  dro^e  to  his  houfe 

to  execute  a  fcheme,  which  he,  with  rea 

tonf avo°urB  •ruld’  prob*b1)'’  him 

to  favour.  7  was  morning,  and  the  old 

gentleman  was  at  breakfafl,  and  tho’  he 
had  ordered  his  iervants  to  deny  admit-' 
tance  to  his  nephew,  whenever  he  came  • 
yet  he  was  fo  belov’d  by  them,  that  the’ 
mmute  one  of  them  had  opened  the  door 
he  left  it  wide,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  point¬ 
ing  to  the  room  where  his  old  mailer  was 
Davy  opened  the  door  without  any  molef- 

tation. 
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tation,  and  found  him  poring  over  his 
fchemes  of  traffick,  and  munching  his  but¬ 
ter  toaft.  What  now,  young  man,  fays 
he,  I  thought  I  had  order’d  you  never 
more  to  enter  my  doors  ?  What,  I  fuppofe 
you  are  now,  with  all  your  airy  tricks  and 
vain  applaufe,  reduc’d  and  want  money  to 
carry  you  back  to  Cork  ?  But  I’ll  have  no¬ 
thing  to  fay  to  you!  I  fhall  deny  my  be¬ 
ing  related  to  you,  I  allure  you !  Davy, 
took  no  notice  of  this  full  harangue  •,  but, 
taking  his  bags  from  under  his  coat,  flung 
them  upon  the  table  before  him,  and  thus 
addrefs’d  the  amaz’d  merchant,  who  heard 
the  pleafing  chink  of  the  gold.  My  dear 
uncle,  tho’  I  have  difoblig’d  you,  1  came 
to  confult  you,  as  my  only  friend,  on 
whom  with  fafety  I  can  rely. — I  have  got 
four  hundred  pounds  here,  and  would  take 
it  as  a  particular  favour  if  you’ll  let  me 
place  it  in  your  hands,  that  you  may  im¬ 
prove  it  as  you  pleafe  •,  for  I  have  no  noti¬ 
on  of  keeping  money  by  me  to  no  ad¬ 
vantage.  In  about  two  months  more,  I 
hope  to  double  the  fum  ;  for  a  man  mull 
always  make  hay  when  the  fun  Urines. 
This  was  pronounc’d  with  great  gravity 
and  confideratenefs,  whilft  the  uncle  flar’d 
with  all  his  eyes,  and  was  even  tranfported 
v/ith  wonder.  At  length,  he  reply’d, 
p  Four 
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Fo..-  hundred!- four  hundred  pounds! 
where  did  if  get  it,  Davy  ?— Hail  been  rob¬ 
bing  upon  the  highway  ?  Four  hundred 
pounds!  Why  tis  a  little  eilace  '—Davy 
finding  his  icheme  had  hit,  repjy’d,  I  got 
n,  bn,  by  aChng,  by  the  exercile  of  thofe 
talents  you  delpis’d,  and  have  not  the  leaif 
real  of  adding  ten  thoufand  more  to  ’em 
before  I  quit  this  city.— Gadzooks !  re¬ 
turn  d^  the  old  gentleman,  his  features  quite 
lmooth  d,  by  ading  ! — By  adting  !  Well 

v^nat  iools  there  are  in  the  worid  ! _ But 

mum,  for  that ; — well,  well,  act  on  Davy, 
t“en  take  care  thy  money  ifiall  not 

°‘e  any  thing  by  my  keeping,  and  fo  fet- 
tmg  cown,  he  gave  him  a  receipt  for  it, 
nil  a  bond  could  be  properly  executed, 
and  they  continued  together  fo  long,  ’till 
Daoy  was  again  recogniz’d  his  heir,  and 
was  entirely  reilor’d  to  his  good  graces. 
And  now  old  Mr.  Ranger  join’d  the°town,* 
in  applauding  his  nephew,  went  frequently 
to  fee  him  perform,  and  began  to  have 
very  favourable  thoughts  of  a  profeffion, 
oy  which  a  perfon  could  get  fo  much  mo¬ 
ney  ;  fo  that  it  might  be  nearly  faid  of 
him,  as  the  humourous  Butler  has  it. 

What  makes  all  doRrines  plain  and  clear  ? 
About  five  hundred  pounds  a  year. 


And 
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And  that  which  was  proved  true  before. 

Prove  falfe  again  ?  Five  hundred  more. 

This  knotty  point  got  over,  the  next  thing 
that  lay  upon  Davy,  was  to  reconcile  ms 
father  to  his  prefent  occupation  •,  for  lie 
was  delicately  fearful,  that  he  fhould  lay 
it  to  heart,  as  an  alteration  brought  about 
in  him,  by  the  neceffity  his  misfortunes 
had  reduc’d  him  to,  which  cut  him  to  the 
foul.  To  prevent  this,  he  wrote  him  the 
following  letter,  inclofing  alfo  one  from  his 
uncle  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

Mojl  honoured  Sir,. 

IH  AD  determined  with  myfeif  to  repaid 
to  London ,  not  doubting  of  fixing  ad^ 
vantageoufly  with  fome  or  other  of  your  s- 
or  my  uncle’s  correfpondents,  when  an  ac¬ 
cident  contributed  to  call  me  upon  the 
rtage,  in  this  city,  with  fo  much  profit 
and  advantage,  that  you  will  excule  me, 
if  I  did  not  hefitate  to  embrace  it  with  the 
utmofl  pleafure ;  as  a  profeffion  to  which  I 
ever  had  a  prodigious  bias  *,  tho’  before  I 
never  could  meet  an  opportunity  of  prac¬ 
ticing  it.  In  doing  this,  Sir,  I  have  chalk’d 
out  a  way  to  raife  my  fortune,  and  the  in¬ 
clos’d,  from  my  uncle,  who  joys  in  my 
fuccefs,  will  inform  you  how  extenfive  it 
Vol.  L  O  •  has 
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iias  been.  Believe,  me,  honour’d  Sir,  that 
ns  poffible  to  be  a  player,  and  yet  be  an 
honeil,  moral  man;  and,  allowing  no  pub- 
Jick  utility  in  the  profeflion  itfelf,  a  ufeful 
memoer  of  the  community  i  However,  *tis 
my  intention,  by  no  adion  of  my  prefent 
or  future  life,  to  forfeit  the  character  of  a 
gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour,  or  to  dif- 
grace  my  family,  or  the  good  education  you 
beftow  d  upon  me,  and  then,  what  mat¬ 
ters  the  fphere  of  life  I  ad  in.  My  duty 
attends  my  mother,  and  yourfelf.  I  fhall 
riot,  tho’  carefs’d  by  all  the  great  in  Dub- 
tin,  be  perfedly  happy,  till  I  have  your 
anfwer,  and  approbation  of  this  condud  of, 
moft  honour’d  Sir, 

Your  dutiful  fon. 

And  affedionate 

•  * 
Dulitrt,  &c.  David  Ranger. 

The  next  poll  brought  him  the  defir’d 
reply  ;  in  which,  after  a  great  deal  of  good 
advice,  the  old  gentleman  profefs’d  his 
fatisfadtion  in  his  fuccefs,  and  told  him, 
if  he  follow’d  the  condudt  he  had  promis’d 
to  do,  in  his  letter,  he  Ihould  be  perfectly 
eafy  and  tranquil.  And  thus  Davy  was  at 
liberty,  and  freed  from  all  manner  of  re- 
ftraint  in  his  new  trade,  in  which  he  went 
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on  with  amazing  applaufe  •,  no  one  was 
fuppos’d  to  have  the  Jeaft  tafte,  that  had 
not  feen  the  young  adtor  perform ;  his 
health  was  drank  at  every  table,  and  he 
was  perpetually  fatigu’d  with  meflages  to 
dine  and  fup  with  his  fuperiors,  whilft  the 
regularity  and  polite  gentility  of  his  be¬ 
haviour,  engag’d  every  body  to  treat  him- 
with  added  refpect.  The  manager,  his 
friend,  reap’d  all  the  advantage  he  propos’d 
to  himfelf,  and  Ranger  found  money  flow 
in  upon  him  in  full  tides,  all  which  he,  re¬ 
gularly,  after  dedudting  his  neceflary  fub- 
fiftence,  put,  once  a  month,  into  his  uncle’s- 
hands.  Perhaps  his  ambition  would  fcarce 
ever  have  carry ’d  him  from  Dublin ,  and 
England  had  loft  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the 
molt  finifh’d  adtor  that  ever  trod  the  ftage, 
if,  (after  eight  months  refidencein  that  city, 
during  which  he  apply’d  himfelf  affiduouf- 
ly  to  improve  in  every  branch  of  dra¬ 
matic  knowledge,  had  engag’d  in  few 
amours,  nor  one  fray)  one  night,  as  he  was 
returning  late  from  the  theatre-  to  his  lodg¬ 
ing,  alone  and  unarm’d,  he  had  not  met 
with  a  very  ftrange  and  unexpedted  en¬ 
counter.  He  had  turn’d  the  corner,  into 
Capel-Street ,  when  three  flout  fellows,  fud- 
denly  fell  upon  him,  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  rtliftance  he  could  make,  in 

adtiom 
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aCtion,  for  the  furprize  had  robb’d  him  of 
his  voice,  they  flung  a  large  cloak  over  him, 
at  the  fame  time  that  one  of  them  faid. 
Sir,  don’t  be  fearful,  nor  make  any  more 
work  for  us,  we  are  going  to  do  you  no 
damage.  They  hurry’d  him  thro’  feveral 
ftreets  and  lanes,  till  they  brought  him  to 
the  water  fide,  at  the  Merchant' s- Key , 
where,  a  boat  lying  ready,  they  clap’d 
him  on  board  her,  and  flood  away  to  a 
Ihip  that  rode  in  the  harbour,  and  hoifted 
him  up  her  fide  in  a  chair,  whi  1ft,  all  the 
way,  they  were  fo  lucky  as  to  meet  with 
none,  the  lead  moleftation,  from  water¬ 
men,  draggling  paffengers,  or  any  thing 
elfe 

When  he  was  unmuffled,  and  freed 
from  his  durance,  which  he  had  born  with 
great  impatience,  he  found  himfelf  in  a 
very  gay  and  handfome  cabin,  which  was 
lighted  with  wax  lights,  and  fhone  with 
gilding  and  carving,  and,  to  finifh  his 
wonder  at  all  this,  his  conductors,  before 
he  could  recover  his  fpeech,  making  him 
very  low  bows,  filently  withdrew,  and 
fattened  the  door  after  them,  leaving  him 
in  a  fituation  that  it  is  very  difficult  to 
defcribe,  and  puzzled  ail  the  wits  he  had 
to  account  for. 
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